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SRS EMERGING DYNAMICS OF
ASIA AND CENTRAL ASIA:
INNOVATION, LOGISTICS,
AND REGIONAL
STABILITY

https://doi.org/10.52536/2788-5909.2023-3.01

Yerkin Tukumov
Director of Kazakhstan Institute for Strategic Studies
under the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan

Abstract. This academic article delves into the multifaceted aspects of Asia's
ascendance as a global economic powerhouse and the pivotal role of Central Asia,
with a specific focus on Kazakhstan, in shaping regional logistics and stability.
Through an in-depth exploration of economic data, infrastructure development, and
geopolitical collaboration, this article analyzes the transformative forces at play in
the Eurasian continent.

Keywords: Central Asia, regional stability, infrastructure projects, digitalization

A3MS MEH OPTAJBIK A3SUSHBIH JTAMYIIBI TUHAMUKACHKI:
WHHOBALUAJIAP, JOTUCTUKA )KOHE AMMAKTBIK
TYPAKTBLIBIK

Epkin TykbimoB

AnaaTna. by akaneMusIbIK MaKaia A3USHBIH kahaHIbIK SKOHOMHKAIBIK KyaT
OPTAJIBIFBI PETIHJIC OPJICYIHIH KOI KbIPJIbl ACTICKTUIEPIH dKOHE alMaKTHIK JTIOTUCTHKA
MEH TYPaKTBUIBIKTHI KaJbIITACTHIpyAarel Ka3zakcTanra epekime Hazap aymapa
OThIpbITT, OpTaNbIK A3USHBIH MaHBI3IBI POJIIH 3ePTTEYTE apHAIIFaH. DKOHOMUKAJIBIK
JEpeKTep/Il, WHPPAKYPHUIBIMIBI JTAMBITYIbl JKOHE TE€0CasICH BIHTHBIMAKTACTHIKTHI
TEpeH 3epTTey apKbpUIbl Oysl Makana Eypa3us KOHTHMHEHTIHIE OpEKEeT eTeTiH
TpaHC(POPMAIMSIIBIK KYIITEP/I1 TalIaiIbl.

Tyitin co30ep: Opmanvix A3us, aumMakmelk MypaKmolivlK, UHOPAKYPLLIGIMObIK
arcobanap, yuppranowvipy.
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PA3BBUBAIOIIASICS JUHAMUKA A3UU U HIEHTPAJIbHOM
A3UN: UTYHHOBAIIUU, JOTUCTUKA U PETUOHAJIBHASA
CTABUJIBHOCTDb

Epkun Tykymosn

AHHOTAaUMA. B 3TOM aKkaJeMUYeCKON CTaThe PacCMaTpUBAKOTCS MHOTOI'PAHHBIE
aCreKThl BOCXOKJECHHS A3MM B KayecTBE TIJI00ANbHOM SKOHOMUYECKOW CHJIBI, a
TaKk)ke KiroueBas posib LlenTpanpHoi A3uu, ¢ ocoObiM akieHToM Ha Ka3zaxcraw,
B (OpPMUPOBAHMHM PETHOHAIBHON JOIMCTUKM M cTadbmibHOCTH. IlocpencTBom
YIIIyOJIEHHOTO UCCIIEA0BAHMS SKOHOMUYECKHUX TAHHBIX, PA3BUTHS HHPPACTPYKTYPBI

n  T'COIIOJIHUTHYCCKOI'O

COTpyAHHYCCTBA B

OTOM  CTaTb€ AaHAIU3UPYIOTCA

npeobpa3yroliye CUbl, IeHcTBYOmMe Ha EBpa3uiickoM KOHTHHEHTE.

Knroueswvie cnosa:

[lenmpanvuaa Asus,

PeCUOHATIbHAA Cma6u]leOCWIb,

UHGpacmpykmypHule npoexmsl, yupposuzayus

Introduction

Asia's growing prominence in global
affairs, marked by its innovation and
economic prowess, sets the stage for
this examination. With its overwhelming
majority in population and a substantial
share of the global Gross Domestic
Product (GDP), the region stands as
the veritable epicenter of contemporary
global economic power. This scholarly
endeavor is dedicated to the meticulous
deconstruction of the principal driving
forces behind this ascendancy, with a
keen eye on the potential ramifications
for regional collaborative efforts and the
underpinning stability.

Transforming transit routes into robust
logistical and economic arteries is vital
for the region. Investments in transport
corridors have great impact on the
sustainability of regional development
in Central Asia which is strategically
positioned to play a vital role in Eurasian
logistics. Initiatives like the Middle
Corridor, supported by the Belt and Road

Initiative, have reduced transit times and
increased cargo transport, demonstrating
the potential of this region. Notably,
in the case of Kazakhstan, this pursuit
extends beyond mere fortification of
the nation's transit potential; it is, in
fact, an ambitious endeavor to catalyze
regional development, with the explicit
objective of benefiting no less than 30%
of the country's populace, including the
myriad inhabitants of approximately 200
settlements that lie astride the corridor's
path [1].

It should be acknowledged that the
conceptualization of sustainable transport
extends well beyond the confines of a
mere logistical endeavor; it serves as a
pivotal catalyst for nurturing a sustainable
economy. Together, sustainable transport
and trade pave the way for sustainable
logistics and economic development
by boosting an innovative business
environment, ultimately decreasing the
dependence of the regional economy on
mining and export of commodity goods.
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Methods

Within  the context of this
comprehensive examination, there is an
endeavor to illuminate the multifaceted
dynamics that underpin the ascendance
of Asia and the central role played by
Central Asia in the evolving landscape
of the Eurasian continent.

The author's analytical approach is
predicateduponthejudiciousemployment
of a methodological framework that
encompasses the systematic acquisition
of data and insights gleaned from a
diverse array of sources. These sources
provide crucial insights into the domains
of Asia's economic expansion, the
burgeoning e-commerce sector, and the
ever-evolving landscape of industrial
robotics  utilization.  Additionally,
qualitative data from speeches and
official statements are included to
provide a comprehensive understanding
of Asia's evolving landscape and the
indispensable role of Central Asia plays
in global transit system.

Discussion

The contextual analysis of the Asian
economic landscape and the role of
Central Asia in it can be divided into
three important points.

I. Asia's Economic Dominance: A
Decade of Growth

The past ten years have borne witness
to an extraordinary trajectory in Asian
economies, characterized by remarkable
and sustained growth. A cohort of Asian
nations has successfully transitioned into
the echelons of medium and high-income
countries, a feat emblematic of the
enduring processes of industrialization,
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urbanization, a steady ascent in labor
productivity, and the robust expansion of
the corporate sector.

This narrative finds substantiation in
the augmentation of Asia's share of the
global Gross Domestic Product (GDP),
surging from 38% to an impressive 45%,
eclipsing the collective contribution
of FEurope and North America,
which, combined, now account for a
comparatively modest 36%. It is indeed
noteworthy that prognostications portend
Asia's impending dominance, with
expectations that it will assert authority
over more than half of the world's GDP
by 2030 [2].

To  buttress these  prophesied
outcomes, a salient observation comes
to the fore: Asia stands as the vanguard
of innovation, boasting ownership of
over half of the world's patents. This
preponderance of patents can be primarily
attributed to a select triumvirate of
countries, with China, Japan, and Korea
emerging as patent powerhouses. The
precipitous ascent of China in this sphere
over the preceding decade is especially
noteworthy.

Moreover, the crucible of the
COVID-19 pandemic has served
to catalyze the evolution of Asia's
e-commerce sector, which, by 2022,
accounted for a commanding 51% of
global online retail sales revenue.
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As of the Fortune Global 500 data for
2023, astaggering 201 major corporations
have established their headquarters
within  Asian  territories, thereby
consolidating the region's position as the
global "production center." [4]

In consonance with its economic
ascendancy, Asia also stands resolute
in its technological supremacy, as

2. Patents in Select Economies in Asia
{Thousands of patent grants)

— China Japan = Korea

2000 02 04 056 OB 10 12 14 16 18 20

it commands the deployment of
approximately two-thirds of the world's
industrial robots, notably concentrated
in China. This technological hegemony
is irrefutable, underscoring Asia's pivotal
role in shaping the contemporary global
technological landscape.

Scholarly analyses highlight the
profound impact of Asia's integration

Total retail e-commerce revenue worldwide in 2022, by region

(in billion U.S. dollars)
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Source: Statista.com [5]
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into the world economy and its adoption
of free trade policies as critical drivers
of its success. In the period spanning
1970 to 2005, Asia's share in global

trade exhibited an exponential twofold
increase, in stark contrast to Latin
America's declining share. However,
it 1s essential to note that inter-regional

Annual installations of industrial robots
("000 of units)
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Source. World Robotics 2022

Source: World Robotics 2022 — Industrial Robots [6]

disparities are discernible in terms of
participation in world trade, with China's
rise, despite a belated entry with a
lower economic base, placing it at the
forefront of global trade dynamics. These
economic transformations underscore
the intricate interplay of policies and
economic integration, elucidating Asia's
impressive trajectory on the global stage

[7].

II. Central Asia's Role in Eurasian
Logistics

The geopolitical and geographical
features of Central Asia's territory have
assumed pivotal importance in the context
of contemporary international politics.
In the aftermath of the dissolution of the
former Soviet Union, the countries in
this region have transformed into full-
fledged subjects of international law,
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actively engaging in diverse integration
initiatives on the global stage. Central
Asia stands out as a crucial link
connecting the vast regions of China,
India, Russia, and the Middle East,
endowed with abundant population, a
formidable labor force, expansive terrain,
substantial natural resources, intricate
transport logistics, and cutting-edge
scientific and technological capabilities.
When amalgamated with Afghanistan,
this expansive region encompasses 4.5
million square kilometers and sustains a
populace of over eighty million people.
Since attaining sovereignty, the
landlocked Central Asian nations have
diligently sought to attract investments
by propelling the development of
transport corridors. They have proposed
innovative adaptations of the historic
Silk Road routes, with the aim of re-
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establishing the linkage between Europe
and Asia. The endeavor to enhance
territorial connectivity is a recurrent
objective for countries at various stages
of'economic and social development. The
development of well-structured transport
corridors is universally acknowledged as
a cornerstone for promoting sustainable
trade and economic diversification,
primarily owing to their capacity to
facilitate the mobility of goods and
people across regions [8].® Consequently,
it is unsurprising that transport corridors
have evolved into a strategic tool for
propelling regional development.
Notably, Central Asia, under the
stewardship of Kazakhstan, has assumed
the mantle of a formidable driving force
within the domain of Eurasian logistics.
The Middle Corridor, synergizing with the
Belt and Road Initiative, has effectuated
significant reductions in transit times and
amarked augmentation in cargo transport.
Within a remarkably brief timeframe, the
transit duration from China to Europe has
plummeted by at least threefold, shrinking
from an arduous 53 days to a significantly
expedited 19-23 days, through collective
endeavors. Simultaneously, the transit
period through Kazakhstan has been
halved, dwindling from 12 to a mere 6
days, with plans to further truncate this
figure to 5 days by year's end. Noteworthy
is the fact that container shipments
burgeoned by a third over the preceding
year, tallying up to an impressive 33,000
twenty-foot containers. The volume of
cargo traversing the Middle Corridor
from January to June 2023 swelled to 1.3
million tons, marking a 1.8-fold increase
compared to the first half of the previous
year. Anticipations are set on a trajectory
where cargo transportation along the
Middle Corridor will ascend to an annual
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volume of 10 million tons in the medium
term [9].

Kazakhstan's corridor development
roadmap with Georgia, Turkey, and
Azerbaijan, coupled with joint logistics
companies, exemplifies a strategic push
towards robust logistical and economic
arteries. Now the main goal of Kazakhstan
authorities is to transform these corridors
from mere transit routes into robust
logistical and economic arteries. This
transformation entails the creation of
export-oriented joint ventures that target
European and Middle Eastern markets.

The region's conspicuous emphasis
on e-commerce, particularly in the
domain of agricultural products, infuses
a dynamic dimension into the evolving
logistics landscape. Recent fluctuations
in the global food market underscore
the compelling need for collaborative
efforts within this sector. Kazakhstan is
unwavering in its commitment to both
broaden and diversify its agricultural
exports to neighboring nations. Aligned
with this vision, President K. Tokayev
has proffered a proposition to establish
a shared food hub with China, centered
around the Khorgos International Trade
Center [10].

ITI. Kazakhstan-China Partnership:
A Pillar of Regional Stability

The cooperation between Kazakhstan
and China, grounded in mutual respect
and non-interference principles, assume
a paramount role in upholding regional
stability. Active engagement within
key organizations such as the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) and
the Conference on Interaction and
Confidence-Building Measures in Asia
(CICA) serves to cultivate trust and
delineate a shared regional security
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agenda. Joint projects, especially in
transport and logistics, contribute to
economic interdependence and regional
balance [11].

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
playsanimportantroleinthe development
of independent Kazahstan. It presents
an opportune platform that could be
strategically reimagined and fortified to
serve as an "accelerator" for realizing the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
a priority in partner countries. This
entails a dual imperative of elucidating
and expanding the BRI's articulated
approach within China, to render it
more explicit and proactive in yielding
the desired outcomes characterized by
sustainable transformations. In particular,
projects and investments endorsed by
the BRI should be oriented towards the
alleviation of poverty, the promotion of
environmental sustainability, and the
advancement of inclusive development
objectives. It is essential for the BRI
to transcend its prevailing perception
as a mere facilitator of transportation
routes and, instead, metamorphose into
an instrument for the construction of
comprehensive and multidimensional
regional economic corridors [1].

Furthermore, the example set by
China's industrial economy stands as a
beacon of inspiration for Kazakhstan.
The commitment of Kazakhstan to the
economic transformation is underscored
by the visionary initiatives championed
by President K. Tokayev. A fundamental
shift is underway, disengaging the nation
from its historically prevalent reliance on
raw materials and pivoting towards the
ascendancy of the processing industry
as the linchpin of this transformative
trajectory. To fortify this transformation,
both domestic and foreign investors
will be granted a three-year reprieve
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from tax burdens and other obligatory
financial contributions, underscoring
Kazakhstan's dedication to fostering a
burgeoning industrial economy.
Moreover, Kazakhstan's abundant
reservoirs of essential raw materials and
resources, crucial for the production
of electric vehicles, mobile devices,
household appliances, drones, robots,
and other technological equipment,
underpin its aspirations to cultivatea 2 1st-
century industrial economy. The nation
evinces a keen interest in collaborative
ventures in the realms of information
technology and artificial intelligence.
This transition towards an industrial
economy, augmented by the provision of
tax exemptions to domestic and foreign
investors, seamlessly aligns with the
prevailing global trends witnessed in
the domains of electric vehicles, mobile
technology, and artificial intelligence.
China's spectacular progress in the
automotive sector, marked by the
burgeoning global popularity of Chinese
vehicles, is an illuminating exemplar
that reverberates both internationally and
within the precincts of our nation.

Conclusion

The approaches employed by states
with vested interests in Central Asia
and their involvement in the ongoing
integration processes are grounded in a set
of guiding principles, with "geopolitical
regionalism" emerging as a salient one.
This principle affords a perspective that
regards the Central Asian region as a
unified geopolitical domain characterized
by shared political and economic
interests. An examination of geopolitical
developments within the Central Asian
region yields the following suggestions
and conclusions:

First, it is discernible that Asia is
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exerting a transformative influence
on the global stage. Collaborative
initiatives between Central Asia and
China represent strategic investments in
regional stability. China, as the anchor
economy of Asia, assumes a pivotal role
in this transformative process. Expanding
the scope of the Belt and Road Initiative
within our region serves to cultivate
interdependence between Central Asiaand
China. The ultimate outcomes of China's
investments are contingent on public
policies and safeguarding mechanisms
implemented within the partner countries,
as well as the extent of their engagement
with the Belt and Road Initiative. This
collaboration extends to the alignment of
mutual interests and the coalescence of
a shared vision for the future across an
array of sectors, encompassing but not
limited to the realms of economics and
infrastructure development.

Second, large-scale international
cooperation 1s the best guarantee for
sustainable

development  of  the  region.
Contributing to the development
of transport and logistics routes is
the main direction that can give the
necessary impetus for our countries'
social and economic development. This
necessitates the adoption of regional and
transboundary approaches that transcend

national borders, particularly in light of
the extensive magnitude and multifaceted
repercussions of Belt and Road Initiative
projects. This dimension assumes
paramount significance in contexts where
neighboring nations share vital resources
such as water and critical habitats for
wildlife.

Third, under the broad framework
of regional connectivity BRI projects
should strive to build human -capital.
This entails a comprehensive spectrum
of exchanges across various levels,
encompassing academic interactions,
people-to-people  engagements, and
the active involvement of not only
scholars but also decision-makers
and policymakers. The objective is to
promote the sharing of knowledge and the
formulation of context-specific solutions
that yield mutual benefits. The expansion
of interactions between scientific and
expert communities is proposed as a
means to effectively comprehend and
address prevailing challenges. A robust
dialogue among experts, particularly
among leading analytical institutions,
stands as a formidable catalyst for
economic progress and the enhancement
of interstate relations, contributing to
a holistic comprehension of the ever-
evolving regional dynamics.
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KA3AKCTAHHBIH XAJIBIKAPAJIBIK APEHAJTATBI AFBIMIATBI
TAHBIMAJIABIFbI MEH BPEH/IMHI'THIH TUIMALJIIT'T

Aiirepum TacuinoBa, Hazus TacuioBa, Kapbuikacsin Kannacos, Aiirepum
YcenOaeBa

Angatna. ¥3ak xxpuigap OOHbI «KOFaMJIBIK JUTUIOMATHSIHBD) 3€PTTEY/IIH apKachiHAa
Menunaneik koramabik aumiomatus (Mediated Public Diplomacy) Tepmuni FpuibIMIa
naiiga Oonael. lomy >kacay apKbUIbl MEIUAKOMMYHHUKAILIMS cajachkl IIeHOepiHAe
KazakcTaHHBIH KOFaMIBIK JUTIJIOMATHSICHl Typasibl €HOEKTep oTe a3, al MeauabiK
KOFaMJIBIK JIMTIOMATHS Ka3aKCTaHbIK 3epTTEYIIJICPMEH MYJIZIEM KapaCcThIpbUIMaFaHbIH
aHBIKTAJbIK JKOHE OHBI HBIK CEHIMMEH alTa ajaMmbI3. TinTi OaThIcThIH ©31Hae MPD-ra
2008 >xpuLTaH OacTam FaHa IIbIHAWKI J€H KOUbII, 3epTTene Oactaran. Ce3ci3 Oacraces
oJieMi )KoHE TelleapHaylap MEH FaJaMTOp IIeTeN e TAaHBIMAABIKTHI apTTHIPAThIH O1piHIII
kypai. Conpgaii-ak KazakcTaHHBIH 11eTen 0achlUIbIMAAPbIHIAFbl OCMHECIH aHBIKTAUTHIH
onemaik BAK —Ha mipiHalibl capanTaMaiblK MOHUTOPUHT KacajFaH cyoOelni eHOeKTiH
00JIMay bl dKYMBICTBIH ©3€KTLIITTH KOPCETE/I.

Tyiiin co30ep: MDP, Kazaxcman, umuoorc, bAK, wemen apenacawi.

IPPEKTUBHOCTD TEKYHIETI'O NO3NITUOHUPOBAHUSA U
BPEHIANPOBAHUSA KASAXCTAHA HA MEXKIAYHAPOJIHOU APEHE

Aiirepum TacuinoBa, Hazust TacunoBa, Kapbuikacsin Kannacos, Airepum
Ycem0OaeBa

AHHOTALMS. bnaronaps MHOT'OJIETHEMY H3YYEHUIO «IyOIMYHON
IUIUIOMATUM» B  HayKe TIOSIBWIICS TEPMHUH  «OIMOCPEOBAHHAs  MyOIUYHAs
mumiomMatusi».  [IpoBens ompoc, Mbl  BBISICHWIM, YTO paboT Mo MyOJIUYHOMN
mumiomatnn Kazaxctana B cdepe MeaMaKOMMYHHMKAIIMA OY€Hb Maslo, a MEAMMHAS
myOJIMYHasl JTUIUIOMATHSI HE paccMa-TpUBaJIach Ka3aXCTAHCKUMHU HCCIEIOBATEISIMU.
Jaxe na 3amage MPD nHavanu cepbe3-HO u3ydarb Toibko B 2008 romy.
HecomHeHHO, Mup mpecchl U TEIEKAaHAIOB, a Takke MHTEpHET SBISIIOTCS NEPBBIMU
CpeICTBAaMHU TMOBBILICHUS TOMYJSIPHOCTH 3a pyoOexkoMm. Takke 00 akTyaabHOCTH
paboThl CBUIETENLCTBYET OTCYTCTBUE PEAJIBHOIO SKCHEPTHO-TO MOHUTOPUHIA
mupoBeix CMU, onpeaenstomiero nmMux Kazaxcrana B 3apy0OeKHbBIX U3TaHUSX.

Knwueswvie cnosa: MDP, Kazaxcman, umuoac, CMHU, medxcoynapoornas apena.

Introduction dissemination, the perception of nations is
In a world marked by intricate significantly shaped by media narratives.
interconnections and rapid information Among the many countries that bear the
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imprint of these narratives, Kazakhstan
stands as an intriguing case study. The
international consciousness of Kazakhstan
1s often colored by preconceived notions
influenced by its name's suffix, historical
associations, and geopolitical context.
The "stan" suffix, prevalent in several
Central Asian countries, has inadvertently
cast shadows of misconceptions, leading
many, particularly in the Western
world, to conjure images of conflict and
underdevelopment. However, beneath the
surface of these stereotypes lies a complex
nation with a rich history, diverse culture,
and significant contributions to various
fields.

Present study seeks to delve beyond
the clichés and directives, to dissect
Kazakhstan's image in the global media
landscape. While the International
Information Committee of Kazakhstan's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs actively
endeavors to foster positive portrayals of
the country, this study aims to explore the
genuine, unadulterated perceptions that
arise organically from international media
sources. Itacknowledges that Kazakhstan's
image is not solely the product of state-
driven efforts, but is a confluence of
factors that include historical contexts,
cultural interactions, economic growth,
and geopolitical dynamics. The beginning
of the 1990s marked a transformative era
for countries worldwide, as traditional
print media underwent a profound shift
towards digitization. In this period, the
dissemination of information underwent
a remarkable simplification, reshaping
the way societies accessed and absorbed
knowledge. A pervasive concern at the
time was the scarcity of information,
reflecting a global landscape where
information flows were still in their
infancy. During this epoch, both citizens
of Kazakhstan and individuals from other
nations encountered limited exposure
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to each other's realitiecs. However, as the
XXI century unfolded, a technological
revolution rapidly swept across the globe,
birthing a new era defined by emerging
digital technologies. The advent of the
internet and the widespread adoption of
digitalization mechanisms catalyzed an
unprecedented acceleration of change
across various facets of life. The impact
was far-reaching, not only in terms of
technological advancements but also in
the fundamental reconfiguration of human
aspirations and lifestyles. Boundaries
between disciplines blurred, and the
contours of established sciences and
professions transformed in tandem with
the rapid pace of technological innovation.

Building a brand nowadays is more
than just a business venture. Both politics
and public service have made image
construction an interesting topic. The term
“country branding” is now commonly
used in research, public relations, and
communication. ‘“National identity” is
often used in relation to country branding.
Any country must be viewed positively
by the rest of the world in order to have a
distinct "national identity" of its own.

In certain aspects, Mediated Public
Diplomacy (MPD) differs from "soft
power." Soft power is not the same as
mediated public diplomacy. According
to Golan [1,] many public diplomacy
professionals (people-to-people) regard
science-knowledge exchange and cultural
dialogue as powerful means of "soft
power." However, vast majority of foreign
citizens believe that "soft power" does not
provide them with as much information
about another country as the media does.
If the state is frequently covered in the
media, it helps to attract investment [5].
And now information has become more
accessible when media distribution was
digitized. Entaman believes that state
presidents and their subordinates use the
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MPD to keep the american framework
under control and to withstand it as much
as possible [2]. It is also plausible, given
the power of the American press. There is
a popular assumption that the media is the
Fourth Estate.

Poland as an example of the use of
media monitoring.The Polish Foreign
Ministry and embassies around the world
monitor global media to create the image
that Poles did not commit atrocities
alongside the Nazis during World War II,
and embassies embed information that
concentration camps remain on Polish
soil as a result of the war, and Poland
is peaceful and tolerant [4]. Moreover,
the Russian Embassy in London used to
tag British media for each Twitter post
[4,1]. Because the most logical method to
frame is through local media. According
to Gilboa's [6] description, the MPD's
function isdifferent from publicdiplomacy
and media diplomacy. The use of the
media in conjunction with interpersonal,
and other means (courses, -cultural
exchanges) in long term constitutes public
diplomacy. And media diplomacy is when
leaders use the media to establish trust and
partnerships. MPD is used to gain support
from mass communication (including
the Internet) and conduct foreign policy
outside the country [7].

Since there are few research articles
about Kazakhstan's image, the present
study seeks to find out how Kazakhstan
is portrayed in international English-
language media.

METHODOLOGY

The research focuses on examining
Kazakhstan's media public diplomacy and
determining its present popularity and
image in global media. Data is primarily
collected from the LexisNexis database,
specifically utilizing the Nexis
Uni platform. This database provides
access
Gentral Asia’s
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to an extensive array of media sources,
including print and electronic media, news
agency channels, websites, blogs, and
transcripts of TV and radio news. This
approach ensures a comprehensive and
diverse dataset, offering a holistic view of
global media coverage.

The collected materials related to
Kazakhstan undergo both quantitative and
qualitative content analysis. Quantitative
analysis aids in identifying trends and
patterns across the media landscape.
Qualitative text analysis delves deeper
into the contextual nuances, tones,
and underlying narratives within the
media content. This combined approach
enables a thorough understanding of how
Kazakhstan is portrayed and perceived
internationally.

To enrich the analysis, expert insights
are integrated into the research. Expert
opinions from individuals knowledgeable
about Kazakhstan's international image
are solicited. These experts provide
valuable context, nuanced interpretations,
and real-world perspectives, contributing
to a holistic analysis.

RESEARCH RESULTS

Kazakhstan is considered by Western
countries as a point of contact with Turkic-
speaking Muslims. In Central Asia,
Kazakhstan is regarded as a pioneer in
attracting foreign investment. Attracting
investors is one of the most important
image markers. And one of the highest
image indicators is getting investment.
A study of the current popularity of
Kazakhstan reveals these advantages and
disadvantages. [8] According to The Times
of Central Asia, published on February
15, 2022, the European Union is happy to
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support the "New Kazakhstan" initiative.
In addition, referring to the words of
French Ambassador Didier Canesse,
"France's presidency of the European
Union Council (the first half of 2022)
is aimed at strengthening cooperation
with Kazakhstan, which 1s the main
partner in Central Asia." If we compare
with the information of the previous 10
years, we notice that the current flow of
information about Kazakhstan is in a
positive direction. On the contrary, the
world seems to be waiting for good news
from Kazakhstan. Another informational
process has started in the campaign
to hold a referendum on amendments
and additions to the Constitution of
the Republic of Kazakhstan. SeeNews
Southeast Europe's business-analytical
database published news (British lawyers
positively assess constitutional reform in
Kazakhstan), which says "British legal
experts positively assessed the reforms
aimed at creating the "New Kazakhstan"
and emphasized their importance." "We
were happy to hear that you are carrying
out constitutional reforms and that a
referendum will be held. We hope to see
good results in a few days," said Felicity
Cullen, Chairwoman of the British Bar
and Solicitors Association. On March
25, 2022, an article entitled "A New and
Modern Kazakhstan" was published in the
Pakistani Daily Times. The voluminous
article provides some information about
Kazakhstan. On March 16, the European
EU Reporter portal wrote the President's
address to the people in a positive sense.
"Turning Kazakhstan into a Competitive,
Merit-Based Political System" Pope
Francis' state visit to Kazakhstan last year
undoubtedly attracted the attention of
the people of Catholic countries. Despite
being ill, the Pope's visit to Kazakhstan
is highly appreciated by local experts as
"diplomatic success". The most important
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thing that can be gained here is that Francis,
a God figure for Catholics, speaks publicly
about the main theme of the XXI century-
the war "Russia-Ukraine" on the Kazakh
land and calls for peace. His opinion is
dear to Catholics and creates an image of
Kazakhstan as peace-loving. The fact that
the country holds large-scale meetings and
mutual dialogues at a time of such global
imbalances is a clear sign that Kazakhstan
wants to play the role of a "mediator".
According to the NexisUni international
information base, in September2022, 1,891
pieces of information about Kazakhstan,
which were connected with the name of
Francis, were distributed. EurActive pan-
European media network senior editor
Georgy Gotev (Analyst: Kazakhstan
comfortable as 'bridge between West and
East') in his article written on September
19 describes Kazakhstan as a country
with high ambitions that wants to be
in the world's attention. He received an
opinion from expert at KISI (Kazakhstan
Institute for Strategic Studies under the
President of The Republic of Kazakhstan)
Anastasiya Reshetnyak, and her answer
was: "It is very important for Kazakhstan
to be active in this time of instability, to
continue the country's multi-vector policy
and to be in the role of a peacekeeper
during conflicts." Since 2003, Kazakhstan
has been organizing a congress of world
and traditional religious leaders every
three years in order to develop spiritual
diplomacy with other countries. Here is
an excerpt from President K. Tokayev's
speech at the VII Congress of world and
traditional religious leaders held this year:
"Kazakhstan always insists on solving
any controversial issue only through
the negotiation table in accordance with
the UN Charter. We are sure that it is
impossible to settle the conflicts that have
arisen by force, intimidation or sanctions."
The head of state also presented several
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theses on the fight against radicalism.
Neighboring countries that are acquainted
with Kazakhstan well know it as a
hospitable, tolerant, peace-loving country.
On September 13, Al-Jazeera's newstex
blogs ("Kazakhstan approves proposal
to restore capital's old name Astana"),
in an article about returning the old
name of the country's capital, described
President K. Tokayev as "loyal". "Loyal"
is a positive word for K. Tokayev's
personality, which depicts him as a leader
who wants only peace and democracy
for his people and country. This is how
K. Tokayev is described in many foreign
publications. The flow of information
about Kazakhstan is diverse. If we focus

on thoughts, opinions, expert opinions
and quantitative indicators, we cannot say
that there is only one threat or problem. If
we look at the sources of information for
two decades since 2000, the popularity of
Kazakhstan has increased in the second
decade. The information base selected
for the purpose of the research can not
only show the distribution of the brand
in the world media, but also determine
which persons are associated with it.
We typed "Kazakhstan" in the search of
NexisUni international information base.
We preferred to present the received
information through infographics. The
first chart shows the information spread
around the world in 2000-2010.

NEGATIVE NEWS

Kazakhstan

News

PEOPLE

L

2000-2010 years

B ereenazeo [ userons

Negative Parsonal News

MNegative Business News
——

@ Nursultan Nazarbayev - 21,223
@ Vladimir Putin - 13,555
@ Sacha Baron Cohen - 5,457

44,572

17,963

2000-2010 years

Table 1. All information were retrieved from LexisNexis.com (NexisUni) Nexis
Uni® - Sign In | LexisNexis. Source: author’s elaboration

In total, the number of information
published regarding Kazakhstan in
10 years 1s 379,505. According to the
database, the first place is N. Nazarbayev,
the second place is V. Putin, and the third
place is the actor of the film "Borat", which
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caused a negative resonance at that time.
Last year, second parts of this film was
shot. Later, on American Newstex blogs,
journalist Zach Scharf wrote a journalistic
article titled "Kazakh Organization Urges
Oscars, Golden Globes, and More to Ban

21



'Borat 2' from Competing" was published.
In it, it is said that "The actor lowered the
position of the Kazakh people through
his racist actions." Because of this film,
many Kazakhs were exposed to sexual
and street violence abroad. Although
this franchise creates a negative image,
foreigners who have come to Kazakhstan
and seen it with their own eyes do not
agree with film content. Since NexisUni
i1s an American base, it lists information
about Kazakhstan in any US state. There

was information about Kazakhstan in
the states of Wyoming, Connecticut, and
Utah. However, most of them are written
in connection with the business of other
countries. And the names of the cities
are not shown in the g;obal information
servers. At the same time, this base does
not show "Positive news". Therefore,
we compare the number of negative
information with the general information
and group the rest as positive or neutral.

NEGATIVE NEWS

Kazakhstan
News

PEOPLE

169,566

(I®

2011-2022 years

I -intemationaiagee,785 [N - usa 169,566

Negative Personal News
L]

Negative Business News

@ Nursultan Nazarbayev - 87,155
@ Viadimir Putin - 49,681
@ Kassym-Jomart Tokayev - 20,914

137,710

79812

87,223

2011-2022 years

Table 2. All information were retrieved from LexisNexis.com (NexisUni) Nexis
Uni® - Sign In | LexisNexis. Source: author’s elaboration

In the second decade, the number of
information does not reach 5 million.
There is a lot of meaning behind these
numbers. If we list the top three names
of Kazakhstan's most mentioned people
in this decade, the first place is taken
by N. Nazarbayev, the second place by
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V. Putin, and the third place by the current
president K. Tokaev. According to experts,
since 2019, the popularity of Kazakhstan
has increased both in terms of politics and
tourism. For that, we selected the index
for 2019-2022 from the database:
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55,458

Ly

2019-2022 years

PEOPLE

::\. 4
% Nursultan Nazarbayev - 43,145
@ Viadimir Putin - 23,931
@ Kassym-Jomart Tokayev - 20,545

Table 3. All information were retrieved from LexisNexis.com (NexisUni) Nexis
Uni® - Sign In | LexisNexis. Source: author’s elaboration

The number of materials published
in 2019-2022 exceeded the indicator
of all years. Indeed, we can see that
the popularity has increased in these
years. Let's turn to the world of sports.
Another big information flow connecting
Kazakhstan with neighboring Russia is
Yelena Rybakina's triumphant victory
at Wimbledon. E.Rybakina's victory
undoubtedly surprised the world. The
article published in the British newspaper
TheObserver on July 9 (Elena Rybakina's
victory puts Kazakhstan on the map of
world tennis) is very rationally written.
In it, of course, it i1s mentioned that
Rybakina is Russian. But the general
meaning of the information is "positive".
Kim Cljjsters, the former world number
one racketeer who worked as a presenter
and commentator for the BBC during the
game, said that "after Rybakina's victory,
there will be a tennis boom in Kazakhstan".
In other words, it is a good prediction that
the interest in tennis in Kazakhstan will
increase sharply and new winners will be
trained. The British Internet publication
The Independent also wrote that
Rybakina answered "tough to say" to the
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question about whether she feels Kazakh
or Russian. The investigative agency
Insider, which distributes information
from 10 countries around the world,
wrote an article entitled "What do we
know about the rising Kazakh star Elena
Rybakina, who defeated former champion
Simona Halep?". The agency wrote
only that she was born in Russia, and all
other information was devoted to Elena's
athletic skills and how she achieved them.
It was beneficial that she was described
not as Kazakhstani citizen, but as "Kazakh
Star" (Here's everything you need to know
about the fast-rising Kazakh star). It can
be called a free image article. "Honestly,
I like Rybakina, I believed that she will
win, because she plays tennis very well."
-Austrian tennis player Barbara Schett
told Eurosport. The main headline that
attracted the attention of all media is as
follows: in the year when Russians were
banned from participating in the match,
E.Rybakina, a native of Russia, not only
participated in the famous Wimbledon
competition, but became its winner. Some
experts have criticized the fact that in a
sport like tennis, an athlete is not allowed
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to participate in the competition because
of his origin and nationality. They accused
heads of not understanding tennis. For
example, the Indian news agency Indian
Express criticized this situation in its
article about E. Rybakina. They think it is
wrong that famous russian tennis players
Rublev and Medvedev, despite being
against the war, did not participate in
this year's tennis competition. Also, "the
Russian media criticizes the fact that the
Russian Tennis Federation attributed the
victory of E. Rybakina to them and called
it the victory of Russia." In addition, it is
said that E. Rybakina received real support
only from Kazakhstan. Information about
Kazakhstan is always very relevant.
Foreigners, who did not know where
Kazakhstan was before, got to know a
little about it through tennis. Now it is
impossible not to mention the famous
professional boxer Gennady Golovkin,
who contributed to the creation of the
"Kazakh image" while writing about
Kazakhstan’s popularity in sports. The

O

Gennadiy Golovkin
Professional boxer

2017-2022 years

U -international 21123 [ - usA 3.450

world media likes to write, film and talk
about this athlete who owns the brand
"Triple G". The media of Latin America
and Mexico describe him as "Kazakh
Boxer". For example: according to CE
Noticias Financieras English agency in
the article “Who is Gennady Golovkin
and how is he coming to the rematch
against 'Canelo’ Alvarez?” he is referred
as "Kazakh boxer". Even the fact that
during the fight with Alvarez, President
K. Tokayev called and supported him was
written. This i1s a good image information
for countries that do not know much about
Kazakhstan. Fans of G. Golovkin will
definitely be aware of his origin. They
may come to Kazakhstan as tourists in the
future. Because foreign fans flocked to
see Dimash Kudaibergen, another bright
star on the world stage, and attend his
concert. At this point, let's focus on the
image created by Dimash. If we look at
the information base of NexisUni about
Dimash, it turns out that more than 214
sources of information were distributed

Elena Rybakina

L

2018-2022 years

[0 -interationat 16,062 [ -usai321

Table 4. All information were retrieved from LexisNexis.com (NexisUni) Nexis
Uni® - Sign In | LexisNexis. Source: author’s elaboration
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between 2017 and 2022. A lot of
information about Dimash Kudaibergen
is written in connection with China. Some
sites have already written about him in a
negative sense regarding his singing in
G. Golovkin’s fight. D. Kudaibergen's
contribution to the world recognition of
Kazakh art is great. He is the only singer
who has become a favorite of famous
Hollywood actors. An artist recognized
by world experts. However, Dimash
alone is not capable of creating a positive
image of the whole country. In any
case, information about "Kazakh star",
"Kazakhstan's Rybakina", "Kazakhstan's
Golovkin" is circulating on the pages of
the world media. Below is an infographic
of two athletes.

Another image advantage that
introduced Kazakhstan to the world
is tourism. The country's tourism is
not without shortcomings. However,
the tourism popularity of Kazakhstan,
which is developed in Central Asia,
economy is second only to Russia, and
occupies the 9th place on the world map,
is rapidly increasing. In connection with
the tourism image of Kazakhstan, we

E-QONAQ 2022 CTATUCTKACHI

314,447

39,673

13,382

—
- —
Pocenician ¥ IGLHNCTEH

Tenepayun

10,672

KHP Ki

8,910

[ 2]
BIPrEAIETaH

sl

TapmukMeT:

conducted an extensive interview with
Yernur Kenzhebekov, the press secretary
of JSC NC "Kazakh Tourism". From the
information provided regarding domestic
tourism, we heard that Kazakhstan's
tourism has been developing well in recent
years. Until 2019, the country's domestic
tourism increased by 13-14 percent. In
addition, sectoral state programs have been
launched since that year. In its framework,
various large-scale infrastructural works
are being carried out. By infrastructure,
we mean building roads to old tourist
places, carrying out various repair
works, and creating favorable conditions
for tourists. According to the expert,
compared to 2017, the number of places
of accommodation in Kazakhstan has
increased (hotels, hostels, green camps).
There were 2,700-2,800 placements that
year, and 3,700 placements this year.
Therefore, it has increased to 1000 places
within 5 years. During the interview
with the expert, we learned that there are
several projects in the country that have
no analogues abroad, and that there is a
system for monitoring domestic tourism.
One of them is "e-qonaq" system and

QONAO

8,443

8,209
7378
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Table 4. All information were retrieved from LexisNexis.com (NexisUni) Nexis
Uni® - Sign In | LexisNexis. Source: author’s elaboration
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National portal "Kazakhstan Travel". For
example, the "e-qonaq" system can scan
passports of 190 countries in one second.
This "electronic guest" system is a system
that works together with the National
Security Agency and the Ministry of
Internal Affairs. The advantage of the
system is that it has the ability to track
guests coming to the country from abroad.
"That is, it 1s a very suitable system for
statistical examination to determine
the number of foreign tourists and from
which country they came," experts say.
The countries of Georgia and Azerbaijan
showed great interest in this system and
made offers to buy it. At this point, we
present an infographic of the data obtained
through the "e-qonaq" system.

As the graph shows, the largest number
of guests came from Russia, and the least
number of guests came from Great Britain.
The number of tourists from European
countries is small. Foreign guests are very
important for Kazakhstan. Because they
bring foreign currency to the country. It
1s huge revenue boost. The tourism image
in Europe is weak. This is the reason
why experts are concerned. There are
very few advertisement. National portal
"Kazakhstan Travel" is second after
e-guest. It distributes information about all
tourist areas and objects of Kazakhstan in
8 languages. A person entering the portal
will be satisfied with detailed information
about all tourist facilities. Find answers
to questions like climate, best time to
travel and more. All this contributes to
the development of Kazakhstani tourism.
Tourism of Kazakhstan is often compared
with Uzbekistan. The stereotype that the
tourism of the neighboring and fraternal
Uzbek country is stronger than that of
Kazakhstan has been formed, even among
Kazakhstani citizens. Two neighboring
countries gained independence at the same
time. And today, despite the total number
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of domestic tourist places of Uzbekistan
being 28, the annual income is 30%, and
in Kazakhstan, even though Almaty has
more than 30 tourist objects, the income
is 3%. We asked Ernur Kenzhebekov
to clarify this indicator, and his answer
was as follows: (important answer)
"During the USSR, all the countries of
the Union recognized Uzbekistan as
"Zvezda Vostoka". They were interested
in the grand old palaces of the place,
made films and promoted them strongly.
They formed the concept that "if you
want to see the wonders of the East, you
should go to Uzbekistan." During the
USSR, no one considered Kazakhstan a
country for tourism. They probably only
knew Medeu in Almaty as "You can go
skating". But there was no advertisement
like Uzbekistan. This means that it started
early. There is a rivalry between the two
brother states. That competition revolves
around who owns and how the big projects
are progressing. Their advantage is that
they developed historical ethnotourism
well. And we have many types of tourism.
We have extreme tourism, beach tourism,
eco- and ethno-tourism, sanatorium
tourism, everything. However, all this
requires attention. We wish that everything
will develop. And all they have is ethno,
historical, gastrotourism. Everything is
ready in one line. And we still have a lot
of tourism that needs a lot of attention.
But they are interested in us, because one
traveler's check in Uzbekistan costs $300,
while one traveler's check with us costs
$1,500. This means that we earn more
from tourists. Although the number of
tourists in Uzbekistan is large, they leave
5 times less in terms of money. Another
advantage 1is that tourists who visit
Uzbekistan will see everything they can
see in 2-3 days. And in our country, there
are many places to see and relax even if
it 1s only 1 week. That is, tourists stay
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for a long time. Another interesting thing
is that tourists who come to Uzbekistan
necessarily come to Kazakhstan or vice
versa. Here is a sign that we are a brother
countries." According to the expert, the
state is doing everything to improve the
domestic tourism situation. For example, if
any businessman builds a hotel for tourists
or some kind of recreation center, the state
will pay him 10% interest. That is, if an
object is built for 200 million, 20 million
will be returned to him as cashback. Ernur
Kenzhebekov: "There are many types of
subsidies provided by the state, and there
is also state support. In terms of taxation,
infrastructure construction, and sewerage
construction benefits are provided by
the state. And for new entrepreneur, the
information on benefits and subsidies 1is
not freely available, therefore they keep
going without it". If you look at it, there
1s support from the state for tourism and
there are many types of it. It seems that
many entrepreneurs do not know that
the state provides such conditions and
supports. The biggest problem here is the
state's inability to provide information
to entrepreneurs. Entrepreneurs do not
have enough information at their level. It
is mentioned in the media only once, and
then it is forgotten. Young entrepreneurs,
who have just started a business, do not
know who, what and how to ask, and
complain that there is no support, no help.
This inhibits the development of tourist
places. In turn, it can damage the image
of the country and the mechanisms of
bringing in money.

Discussion Results
The study of the current popularity and
ef f ectiveness of Kazakhstani
branding helped to define the main
image of the country. After studying,
we concluded that there is still a lot of
work to be done. In the global
information
Gentral Asia’s
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space, there is very little articles related
to science and education, technology,
robotics or digitization in the country. In
terms of industrial image, it was found
that our popularity is only around oil and
uranium raw materials. In the process
of interviewing five experts, searching
foreign media, and writing about image
and popularity, we proved that we are
mostly recognized only from a political
point of view. We realized that if the world
media wants to spread information about
Kazakhstan, it will be only with political
content. In fact, foreigners consider
Kazakhstan to be a country that plays
an important role in Central Asia. On
July 2, 2022, Kazakhstan celebrated the
30th anniversary of diplomatic service.
President K. Tokayev announced that
the state will conduct constructive and
balanced diplomacy in the international
arena for the national interest. The
country's achievements, successes and
failures in these three decades have formed
a certain image in foreign media. Before
considering foreign information about
Kazakhstan, the first thing expected was
to fight the information about "autocratic
country". We took these factors into
account to determine the exact image. We
sorted out sources of information that the
general public does not know about in the
country. Among them, we even looked
at the media of the African continent,
distant Latin America, and Mexico. The
indicated countries first receive news
from "news agencies". "Associated Press",
a giant American agency, is the first to
distribute news to the English-language
world media. Many mass media write
news based on this agency. Kazakhstan
1s intensively working to create a positive
frame in the world. It is not just an image
article consisting of praise. According to
our research, news about the country in
Kazakh media agencies, such as English-
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language Newsline Kazakhstan, which
writes about Central Asia, is often used
by European media, that is, it is often
referenced. Based on that, they make a
decision and write an opinion. That is,
the first source is Kazakhstani media.
Therefore, the Kazakh mass media should
spread a lot of competent information and
expert articles in English.

Conclusion

Summarizing the research, we came
to the decision that it is necessary to
start promoting all the mentioned areas
through periodical press and media.
Today, "New Kazakhstan" has become a
very interesting topic for the world. If we
look at the statistics from the beginning
of 2022 until today, about 2 million pieces
of information have been distributed.
This is the indicator within 1 year. There
is growing evidence for the opinion that
interest in Kazakhstan has increased.
And 90% of those millions of information

are political. Above, we mentioned that
there was great hope and praise for the
new reforms in the country. If in the next
7 years the country becomes one of the
fully democratized, corruption-free, free
speech and open states, then in 2030 we
may join the ranks of developed countries.
It is worth trying to become a leader in
information dissemination. It is better to
create news agencies in English, support
them at the state level, hire competent
journalists, give them freedom of speech,
and conduct public media diplomacy. It is
necessary to increase the amount of work
on making PR videos and various feature
films that shape the image of the country.
There is no better way to create an image
in the 21st century. We have a saying that
a country with strong media is also strong.

This research has been funded by
the Science Committee of the Ministry
of Science and Higher Education of
the Republic of Kazakhstan (Grant No.
AP14972830)
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Abstract. The article discusses the state and prospects of practical cooperation
between Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan to ensure regional security in the context of the
Treaty on Allied Relations (December 22, 2022).

It 1s noted that the observed difficult geopolitical situation in the world and its
impact on Central Asia contributes to close interstate cooperation between Astana
and Tashkent in the field of security. Thus, unlike the Declaration on Allied
Relations (December 6, 2021), the Treaty highlights substantive provisions related to
strengthening interaction between states in the areas of defense and security, mutual
assistance in the event of direct threats.

The relevance of the study is due to the fact that this topic has not yet found
a proper comprehensive analysis in the publications of Central Asian and foreign
authors.

Keywords: Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, allied relations, Central Asia, regional
security.
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OJAKTACTBIK KATBIHACTAP TYPAJBI LIAPT: KA3AKCTAH
MEH 63BEKCTAH APACBIHJAFBI KAYIIICI3AIK CAJACBIHIAFBI
BIHTBIMAKTACTBIKTBIH IPAKTUKAJBIK ACHEKTLIEPI

Jdypen Kaiiinn, Kaxpamon Xakoepaues

Angarna. Maxkanaga OnakTacThlK KarTbiHAacTap Typaibl mapT (2022 KbUIFbI
22 KENTOKCAaH) KOHTEKCTIHIE OHIPIIK KayilCi3miKTI KaMTamachi3 €Ty OOMBIH-
ma Kaszakcran MeH O30ekcTaH apachIHAarbl MPAKTUKAIBIK BIHTHIMAKTACTHIKTHIH
JKarmaibl MEH KeJelieri TaJKblIaHa bl

oJeMjie 0alKaIblll OTBIPFaH KypJHell reocascH >karaai skoHe OoHbIH OpTablK
Asusara ocepi ActaHa MeH TallIKeHTTIH KayllCi3AlK cCalachbIHAAFbl ThIFBI3
MEeMJICKeTapaiblK BIHTBIMAKTACTBIFbIHA BIKIMAJI eTeTiHi atan eTunmi. Ochliaimia,
OpakracTelK KaThiHacTap Typaibl Jekmapauusigan (2021 KbUIFbl 6 KEITOKCAH)
aiipipMamiblIbiFel, [llapTTa KOpFaHBIC JKOHE  KAyilCI3MIK  cajlajapbIHIaFbl
MEMJICKETTEP/IIH ©3apa 1C-KMMBUIBIH HBIFAUTYFa, TIKEJICH Kayll-KaTep TYybIHJaFaH
KarIaia e3apa KOMEK KOpPCeTyre KaThICThl Ma3MYH/IBI €pexkKesiep KOPCETIIreH.

3epTTeyniHO3eK T Oy TaKbIPINTHIH OPTaNIbIK AU )KOHEIETEIaBTOPIaPbIHBIH
€HOEKTEPIH/Ie 9J11 /1€ AYPHIC )KaH-KAKThI TaJI1aybIH TaIllIaFaHIbIFBIMEH TYCIHAIPUIE/I.

Tyiiin ce3oep: Kazaxcman, O36exkcman, ooakmacmuix KamoiHacmap, Opmanslk
A3zus, atuimakmuelx Kayincizoix

JOT'OBOP O COIO3HNUYECKHUX OTHOIIEHUAX: PAKTUYECKHUE
ACIHIEKTbBI COTPYIHHUYECTBA KA3AXCTAHA U Y3BEKHUCTAHA
IHO OBECIIEYEHHWIO BE3OITACHOCTHA

Jaypen Kainun, Kaxpamon XakOepaues

AHHoTanusi. B crarbe paccMaTpuBalOTCSd COCTOSIHUE M HEPCIEKTHUBbI
npakTuyeckoro corpyaHuuectBa Kazaxcrana m Y30ekuctaHa mno 0oO€eCHEeYeHHIO
pernoHabHOM 6€30MacHOCTH B KOHTEKCTE JJoroBopa 0 COI03HMYECKUX OTHOIIEHUSX
(22 nexadps 2022 rona).

OTmeuaeTcsi, 9YTO HabMogaeMast CIOKHasI TEOTONMTUYECKAsl CUTYalHsi B MUPE |
ee BnusiHuE Ha LleHTpanbHy0 A31I0 ClI0COOCTBYET TECHOMY MEXTOCYIapCTBEHHOMY
corpynHudecTBy Actanbl U TamikeHta B oOnactu OezonacHoctd. Tak, B oTiaudue
or Jlekmapauuu O COIO3HMYECKMX OTHoueHusx (6 pgexabpst 2021 roma), B
JloroBope BBIACIEHBI CONEP)KATENbHBIE TOJIOKEHUS, Kacalolluecs YKPEIUICHUs
B3aMMO/ICHCTBUS TOCYIAPCTB B chepax 000pOHBI U 6€30MaCHOCTH, B3aMMOIIOMOIIIN
B CJIy4ae BOZHUKHOBEHUS MPSIMBIX YTPO3.

AKTyanbHOCTh HccienoBaHus 00yCIOBIIEHA TE€M, YTO 3Ta TeMa €Ile He Haluia
JOJKHOTO KOMITJIEKCHOTO aHalIn3a B padoTax HEHTPaIbHOA3UATCKUX U 3apyOeKHbBIX
aBTOPOB.
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Knroueevie cnoea: Kazaxcman,

Vzbexucman,

COIO3HU4YeCcKue OMmHOULEHUA,

UeHmpaJZbHaﬂ AS’M}Z, PECUOHATIbHAA bezonacHocmeo.

Introduction

At the end of December 2022, a
significant event occurred that revitalized
the deepening of regional partnerships.
It was the first foreign state visit paid by
President of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev to Uzbekistan after his swearing-
in ceremony. This visit to Tashkent clearly
reaffirmed Kazakhstan's foreign policy
focus on mutually beneficial cooperation
with Central Asian countries.

A clear indication of the strong potential
in Kazakh-Uzbek relations is the growth
of mutual trade. This is also favored by
the complementarity of the economies of
the two states. In recent years, there has
been a significant rise in collaborative
projects across key economic sectors. As
a result, the bilateral trade between our
nations has grown from $2 billion in 2017
to $5 billion at the end of 2022 [2]. In
accordance with the objectives outlined
by the two country leaders, measures are
being taken to increase this value to $10
billion in the medium term.

According to statistics covering the
period from January to April 2023,
Kazakhstan ranks as Uzbekistan's third
most important foreign trade partner,
following China and Russia, accounting
for 7.7% of the total trade volume [3].

With this in view, a pivotal moment
in the visit agenda was the interregional
business forum held in Tashkent.
The forum welcomed leaders from
industry sectors, trade and industry
chambers, holding companies, and
400 representatives from the business
communities of both nations. During the
event, the parties signed the Agreement to
advance cooperation in trade, economics,
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and cultural-humanitarian areas between
Samarkand and Turkestan, the "Roadmap"
encompassing the agricultural investment
projects and trade agreements, as well as
the package of agreements outlining the
plans to enhance business interactions
between Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan,
with a total value exceeding $2.5 billion.

The logical extension of the forum
involved the active participation of
President = Kassym-Jomart  Tokayev
and President Shavkat Mirziyoyev in a
ceremony marking the commencement
of several joint investment projects
aimed at reinforcement of the industrial
cooperation.

In general, President Tokayev of
Kazakhstan held fruitful discussion with
President of Uzbekistan dedicated to a
wide range of topics related to bilateral
cooperation, including the development
of trade and economic relations, the
potential for transportation and transit,
energy sector collaboration, and the

co-utilization of cross-border water
resources.
These discussions resulted in the

signing of 15 documents, including
agreements related to the Central
Asia Industrial Cooperation Center,
collaborative efforts in higher education
and postgraduate studies, as well as
environmental conservation. The parties
approved the Roadmaps for expanding
cooperation between various regions such
as Turkistan and Tashkent, Turkistan and
Jizzakh, Kyzylorda and Navoiy regions.
Additionally, agreements were reached
for projects related to energy, the chemical
industry, transportation, and logistics.—
In total, the visit resulted in the signing
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of investment contracts and bilateral
agreements amounting to over $8 billion.

The key agreements achieved during
the visit included those related to allied
relations and the delimitation of state
borders and poised to enhance stability
and security in the Central Asian region,
fully unlocking its economic potential.

In this context, the full-fledged Treaty
on allied relations (TAR) has ushered in a
new era in the history of the relationship
between our two neighboring nations.
This document marks the further
deepening of cooperation across various
spheres, including politics, economics,
investment, science and technology,
culture, and humanities between
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan.

Emphasizing the importance of the
signed agreements, Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev underlined that they "will be
etched in the annals of two nations'
cooperative and brotherly ties in golden
letters" [4].

Shavkat Mirziyoyev, in particular,
stressed that "alliance represents the
highest and most trusted level of interstate
partnership. According to him "we are
committed to shape a common future"
[5]-

Given the growing global geopolitical
tensions, it 1s vital to pay attention
to specific TAR provisions that hold
practical significance in strengthening
the bilateral cooperation between Astana
and Tashkent in terms of security. It's
important to note that cooperation in this
dimension directly impacts the economic
aspects of interregional partnership of the
countries.

President Tokayev addressed the
current challenges facing our region due
to unprecedented geopolitical conflicts
during a meeting with the Central Asian
leaders and the President of the European
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Council held in Astana on October 27,
2022 [6].

During the "Central Asia-China"
summit held in Xi'an on May 19, 2023,
President of Uzbekistan pointed out that,
despite overcoming the trials posed by
the COVID-19 pandemic, our region now
faces the adverse consequences of a global
credibility gap. According to Shavkat
Mirziyoyev, this situation disrupts
transportation and logistics networks,
threatens food and energy security, and
presents other complications [7].

Therefore, issues of enhancing close
coordination and practical cooperation in
ensuring security between Kazakhstan
and Uzbekistan, as the two largest and
most developed countries in the region,
rise to the fore.

Notably, Article 1 of TRA solidifies

the principle of considering each
other's national interests, respecting
independence, sovereignty, territorial

integrity, and the inviolability of state
borders [8].

Article 2 stipulates that "in the event of
a situation which, in the opinion of either
party, constitutes a threat of aggression
from third countries, the parties shall
promptly hold relevant consultations with
each other, both bilaterally and within
international organizations to which they
are parties, with the aim of facilitating
its peaceful resolution" [8]. Moreover,
the parties undertake not to align with
any blocs or alliances in a way that will
compromise the interests of either partner
and refrain from participating in actions
directed against each other.

It's important to underline that in
the current global geopolitical climate
characterized by instability, turbulence,
and the erosion of international law,
TRA is intended to bolster collaboration
between the nations in countering
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terrorism, extremism, separatism,
transnational crime, drug trafficking,
cybercrime, illegal migration, human
trafficking, and other imminent threats.

Expanding communication in the field
of protection against hybrid threats and
ensuring information security is highly
relevant. During the IV Consultative
Meeting of the Heads of Central Asian
States, which took place on July 2I,
2022, in Cholpon-Ata, the President of
Kazakhstan urged his counterparts to
intensify their cooperation in preventing
detrimental informational occurrences
that could detrimentally affect the region
[9].

Reinforcement of military cooperation
to fortify the defense capabilities of both
nations is becoming a focus. A striking
example of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan's
collaboration in this sphere includes
joint military exercises involving Special
Forces units from both countries, such
as "Kalkan-2021" held in the Zhambyl
region, Kazakhstan, "Hamkorlik-2021"
held at the Termez training ground
and "Kalkon-2023" held at the Angren
training ground in the Tashkent region,
Uzbekistan.

Furthermore, TRA contains provisions
aimed at deepening ecological security
ties, including mutual support in the
prevention and resolution of natural
and man-made emergencies. Another
objective of this practical alliance is the
advancement of cooperation in the field
of food security.

High-levelinteractionsplayasubstantial
role in the multifaceted development of
the Kazakhstan-Uzbekistan cooperation.
In this context, to enhance the strategic
coordination for the execution of agreed
commitments and the timely resolution
of pressing issues between Astana and
Tashkent, the Supreme Interstate Council
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led by the heads of the two nations, has
been established.

Additionally, TRA envisions the
mechanism enabling the work of
Special Representatives of the Heads
of States, promoting bilateral trade and
economic interactions, and enhancing the
efficiency of the Joint Intergovernmental
Commission and Regional Cooperation
Forums between our countries.

In this context, during a conference held
on December 27,2022, in Tashkent, which
focused on the outcomes of the President of
Kazakhstan's visit to Uzbekistan, experts
from both Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan
highlighted the evolving dynamics of their
bilateral relations across all spheres. Of
particular attention was the cooperation
in strengthening regional security.

For instance, Yerkin Tukumov,
Director of the Kazakhstan Institute for
Strategic Studies under the President of
the Republic of Kazakhstan, pointed that
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan stand as the
two largest economies in the region with
a combined GDP exceeding $260 billion.
To put this in perspective, the total GDP of
Central Asia hovers around $350 billion.
Consequently, both nations shoulder a
considerable responsibility in upholding
economic regional stability and security
[10].

During the same event, Eldor Aripov,
Director of the Institute for Strategic and
Regional Studies under the President of
Uzbekistan, emphasized that "the signing
of the Treaty on allied relations is a
response to the contemporary challenges
and threats confronting both countries"
[11].

When discussing the significance of the
close political and economic ties between
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, it becomes
crucial to grasp the logic and practice
associated with the evolution of allied
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relations 1n the science of international
affairs.

The studies of allied relations and
military-political ~ alliances primarily
include applied research domains within

the field of international relations.
According to the American realist
scholar George Liska, one cannot

discuss the international politics without
acknowledging the role of alliances [12].
G. Liska's research, in particular, focused
on various sources of threats to national
security as motives driving the formation
of alliances.

It should be noted that a widely
accepted explanation of the formation
of alliances between countries in the
field of international relations theory is
centered on collective national security
and building military capabilities. In
simpler terms, nations create alliances to
effectively address anticipated security
challenges and threats.

As outlined by political analysts
Alexander Groth and Richard Randall
from the University of California, "States
enter into alliances to become stronger,
more secure, and wealthier than they
would be individually" [13, p. 109].

Brett Leeds from Rice University,
along with various other American
political scholars, provides the following
description of alliances: "The alliances
are written agreements signed by official
representatives of at least two independent
states, encompassing commitments to
provide assistance to a partner in the event
of armed conflicts, remain neutral in the
face of conflicts, abstain from engaging
in armed conflicts with one another, or
hold consultation and cooperate in the
case of international crises that pose a
risk of an armed conflict" [14, p. 238].
Hence, according to this definition,
verbal agreements or formal statements
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fall short of establishing formalized,
equitable alliances.

As highlighted by Professor Douglas
Gibler, a professor of political science
at the University of Alabama, empirical
research reveals that the interpretation
of the alliance concept amenable to
empirical verification, hinges on two
key factors. Firstly, alliance members
must be independent and sovereign
nations-participants of the international
system.  For  example, alliances
formed by the international terrorist
organizations cannot be included when
operationalization of this concept.
Secondly, it is mandatory to prepare
the legally formalized treaty text that
outlines a military commitment, defense-
focused military-political collaboration,
or a neutrality agreement [15].

Hence, the objective of this study is
to examine the prevalent opinions of
Kazakh and Uzbek experts concerning
the practical importance of the status of
allied relations for the future enhancing
cooperation between our countries in the
field of regional security.

Research methods

Utilizing discourse analysis of expert
community  evaluations,  situational,
content and event analyses, the authors
delve into the possibilities of bilateral
regional security collaboration between
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, all within
the context of the Treaty on Allied
Relations.

Furthermore, the article employs
a method that scrutinizes official
documents, including interstate treaties,
agreements, statements, public addresses,
and media conferences materials issued
by officials and organizations of both
nations.
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Research results

Factoring in that the treaties governing
allied relations and the state border
demarcation, as signed by the Presidents
of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, not
only align with the long-term national
interests of both countries but also
signify a fresh dynamic in the regional
intergovernmental relations, [16] experts
draw attention to several vital aspects of
the ongoing bilateral interaction in the
field of security.

Firstly, a necessity for the development
of shared strategies and mechanisms for
interstate cooperation aimed at upholding
regional security remains relevant.

In this context, experts pointed out
that Central Asia has become the world's
pioneer region in developing a Joint Action
Plan to implement the United Nations
Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy [17].
Under the Treaty on Allied Relations, the
parties also coordinate their joint efforts
to address contemporary challenges and
threats, including terrorism, religious
extremism, and separatism.

Overall, in recent years, our countries
have successfully established operational
cooperation at the level of defense
ministries, intelligence agencies, and
law enforcement authorities. All of these
endeavors align with the mutual goals
of both Astana and Tashkent in regional
policy, aiming to maintain order and
stability in the Central Asia [18]. This
positive synergy generated by the mutually
advantageous partnership of Astana and
Tashkent serves as a promising model for
enhancing regional collaboration.

Secondly, one of the primary directions
of bilateral cooperation, requiring
joint efforts, is the sphere of water and
ecological security.

According to experts, the ongoing
global warming in Central Asia has
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resulted 1n adverse effects, such as
a shortage of water resources, land
degradation, and an increased occurrence
of natural disasters. Over the last 50
years, the amount of lands affected
by desertification in our countries has
increased by 15-20%. Furthermore, some
Central Asian states are among the 30
countries grappling with a severe water
deficit [19]. Concurrently, the utilization
rate of regional water resources surpasses
global averages, reaching over 80% [20].

Nevertheless, experts noted the
increasing cooperation between
Astana and Tashkent on water security
issues, significantly contributing to the
sustainable development of the entire
Central Asia, which is home to over 70
million people [21].

For instance, since 2016, a bilateral
working group has been operational,
focusing on searching for the solution to
resolve water-related issues. In 2018, a
joint Kazakh-Uzbek working group was
established to address environmental
protection and water quality in the Syr
Darya River basin. In 2020, both parties
adopted a roadmap for cooperation in
water-related issues. Additionally, Astana
and Tashkent maintain a close working
relationship within the framework of the
International Fund for Saving the Aral
Sea.

Concerning the mitigation of the Aral
Sea's drying effects, the stewardship
of water resources, and environment
preservation, Uzbek experts highlight
the importance of implementing the
"Green Agenda" adopted by the Fourth
Consultative Meeting of the Central
Asian Heads of State on July 21, 2022, in

Cholpon-Ata [21].
Kazakhstan voiced the idea of
establishing the Water-Energy

Consortium of Central Asian States [22]
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and increasing cooperation through river
basin associations like "Syr Darya" and
"Amu Darya" [23].

Thirdly, another key vector of
bilateral cooperation under TRA is the
development of close collaboration to
ensure food security.

Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan have
actively engaged in the agricultural sector
activities, in line with the "Roadmap"
signed in February 2022. This
collaboration includes several key areas:
crop cultivation; marketing early varieties
of potatoes, greens; and the processing of
Kazakh grain in Uzbekistan [24].

Additionally, a significant component
of our bilateral relationship involves
formulating a practical strategy regarding
Afghanistan, including the ongoing
provision of humanitarian aid to the
Afghan people.

Experts emphasize the strong interest
of both Astana and Tashkent in stabilizing
the Afghan situation. The parties
maintain consistent communication with
the new Afghan administration, extend
comprehensive assistance, and discuss
the implementation of economic and
infrastructure projects [25].

Therefore, in the court of public opinion,
there i1s a growing need for developing
a unified, region-wide approach to
practical collaboration with the new
Afghan administration [26]. Kazakhstan
and Uzbekistan consistently contribute to
efforts supporting the Afghan economy
and delivering humanitarian aid.

For example, on April 16, 2023,
Kazakhstan dispatched 5,000 tons of
food aid to Afghanistan, including
dairy products, vegetable oil, flour, and
buckwheat [27]. Similarly, on April 19,
2023, Uzbekistan transported 185 tons of
food products to Afghanistan, comprising
flour, wheat, vegetable oil, pasta, canned
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goods, and sugar [28].

Fifthly, the parties address issues of
cooperation in the field of information
security. In this regard, a paramount
objective is the establishment of the basis
of regional identity, chiefly through media
channels.

According to the Uzbek analysts, the
President of Uzbekistan proposed the
essential tenet of this approach: "Central
Asia - a common future stemming
from a shared past." Consequently, our
neighboring countries should join forces
to build a regional identity grounded in
cultural heritage and history. Experts
contend that this kind of expanded
collaboration proves significantly more
effective in battling the shared challenges
and threats, serving as a catalyst for
regional cooperation [29].

Additionally, a similar viewpoint is
espoused by experts concerning the
reinforcement of regional collaboration
related to the information sphere.
This tool can enhance mutual trust
among neighboring nations, facilitate
collaborative information projects, and
direct information exchange without
reliance on "information intermediaries"
from other nations. For instance,
Kazakhstan's initiative to create a cross-
regional television channel or news
website serves as a spectacular example

of endeavor in this field [30].

Discussion of the results

In this context, expert evaluations
indicate that the period from 2021 to
2023 has been marked not only by an
enhancement of political and economic
collaboration between Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan but also by a noticeable
intensification of their joint efforts
towards security.

To begin with, this is evidenced by
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the convergence of Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan approaches to regional
security. Both Astana and Tashkent adopt
a principled stance on issues related to the
independence, sovereignty, and territorial
integrity of their nations.

In addition, they engage in fruitful
cooperation on specific regional matters
within the framework of international
organizations such as the UN,
Organization of Turkic States, OSCE,
CICMA, SCO, and other multifaceted
establishments.

Furthermore, there is a growing
importance attached to the experience
gained 1in maintaining inter-agency
contacts related to the defense and
security.

Over the past few years, significant
achievementshavebeenreached,including
the finalization of legal documentation
concerning the Kazakhstan-Uzbekistan
state borders and cooperation in defense,
law enforcement, as well as emergency
prevention and management.

All this suggests that, at this stage, the
mutual approaches of Astana and Tashkent
in ensuring security can be characterized
as fiducial. Currently, we are witnessing
an expansion of such cooperation over the
medium term. In this context, it's worth

noting that the research topic holds a
long-term outlook.

At the same time, it is required to
conduct comprehensive and systematic
examination of the relevant factors in
the entire spectrum of practical security
collaboration between Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan, encompassing both bilateral
initiatives and their broader regional
implications.

Conclusion

Summarizing the above, it's important
to mention the consensus reached by
experts that the signing of treaties
on allied relations and state border
demarcation between Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan on December 22, 2022, has
significantly bolstered their practical
cooperation across various domains and
had a positive impact on regional stability
as a whole.

It's evident that in the official political
and expert discourse of both Kazakhstan
and Uzbekistan, the substantive aspects
of security cooperation hold a prominent
position and are increasingly crucial,
contributing to the establishment of
a more extensive regional security
initiative.
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Abstract. Today, digital transformation leads to the acceleration of processes
and at the same time to the complication of relations between actors in world politics.
The countries of the Central Asian region (CAR) in today's geopolitical realities
are faced with a new challenge - the timely introduction of digital solutions to the
dynamics of these conditions. In this context, the purpose of this study is to identify
the main directions, problems and prospects of digital transformation of the CAR
countries in the new geopolitical conditions.

In this study, the method of game theory is used in the context of international
relations on the example of the interaction of the CAR countries and the EU. The
authors have carried out work on finding compromise strategies of interaction
between the parties leading to certain Nash equilibrium. The results of the study
showed that the implementation of joint projects of the CAR and the EU on digital
transformation will make it possible not only to update outdated digital platforms,
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but also create conditions for increasing the competitiveness of transport hubs on
the world market. This is especially relevant in today's unstable political and socio-
economic conditions.

The results revealed the problems of interregional cooperation based on game
theory strategies in the field of digital transformation. The application of the game
theory method helped to analyze the possibilities of regulating the state's position
in the international arena. As a result, the authors managed to find a solution to
the conflict of interests between the players and establish the optimality of their
strategies.

Keywords: digital transformation, game theory, European Union, actor,
integration, digital diplomacy.

A®PIBIK TPAHC®OPMALIASTHBIH AUMAKTBIK OJIIIIEMI:
OPTAJIBIK A3US EJJIEPTHJIETT EYPOIIAJBIK OTAKTBIH
MY UIEJIEPI

Apcen Maarabdapos, Meiipam CapbiboaeB, Epmex UykyOaes

Angarna. byriari Tanna mudpasik TpanchopMalus IporecTepAis KeAaenaeyiHe
’KOHE COHBIMEH Oipre oJIeM/IIK casicaTTarbl aKTepJiep apachlHAAFbl KaThIHACTAPIIBIH
Kypaenenyine okenesi. Opranblk A3us aiMarbiHbIH (OAA) enaepi reocasicu skaHa
CBIH-KaTepre — OChI JKaFIaiIapaplH TMHAMUKAChIHA ITUQPIIBIK MISTTIMACPIl YaKThIIbI
enrizyre Ttam Oonabl. OCbl TYpFBIZIA OCBI 3€PTTEYIH MaKcaTbl-)KaHa Te€0CasiCh
xarnanapaa OAA enaepiniH HUPPIIK TpaHCHOPMALIUSICHIHBIH HET13T'1 OaFBITTAPbIH,
npobemManapbl MEH MEePCIEeKTUBATIAPBIH AHBIKTAY OOJIBIT TaObLIAIbI.

Byn 3eprreyne olibiH Teopuschl 9J1ici KoaaaHbuiabl. by onic Opranbik A3us MeH
EO ennepiniH ©3apa ic-KUMbLIbI MBICATTBIH/IA XaIbIKAPAJIBIK KAaThIHACTAP KOHTEKCTIH/IE
Kosjganbiaasl. ABropnap Hoamtig Genrun Oip Tene-TeHAIrHE 9KEJETIH TapamnTap
apachIHIAFbl ©3apa 1C-KMUMBLI CTpaTerusyIapbliH 1371y OOMBIHIIA KYMBIC JKYPTi3/Ii.
3eprrey HoTmkenepi OA xoHe EO-ubiH mmdprnelk TpaHcopmaius >KeHIHIET1
OipJIecKeH JK00aJIapbIH 1CKe achIpy €CKIpreH IUupIIbIK TiardopMaiapabl )KaHaPTHII
KaHa KONMaii, 9JIeMJIIK HapbIKTa KOJiK TOpanTapblHBIH OdceKere KaOUIeTTUIITiH
apTTHIPY YIIIH XKaFai kacalThIHBIH KopceTTi. by ocipece Ka3ipri Typakchi3 cascu
KOHE dJICYMETTIK-YKOHOMHKAITBIK JKaFdaijiapFa KaTbICTHI.

Hormwkecinge mudpiaslk TpaHchopMarys cajlaChbIHIaFbl OWBIH TEOPHUSCHIHBIH
CTpaTerusuIapbl HETI31HJIEe aliMaKapasblK BIHTBIMAKTACTBIK MOCEJICICPIH aHBIKTAIbI.
O¥bIH TEOPHSCHI SMICIH KOJJIaHy MEMIICKETTIH XaJIbIKapasIblK apeHaaFbl KaFJailbIH
peTTey MYMKIHIIKTEPIH TajjaayFa KOMEKTECTi. ABTOpIAp OWBIHIIBLIIAD apachIHIAFbI
MYJAJENIep KAKTBIFBICHIHBIH — IIENIIMIH  JKOHE  OJIApPJbIH  CTPaTeTHUsJIapbIHBIH
OHTaWJIBUIBIFBIH Ta0a ajibl.

Tyitin ce30ep: yughpnvix mpancopmayus, otivin meopusicol, Eyponanviy Odak,
akmop, unmezpayus, Yuppivix OUNIOMAmus..
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PEI'MOHAJIBHOE UBMEPEHHUE [MU®POBOUN TPAHC®OPMAIIUMU:
UHTEPECBI EBPOHEUCKOI'O COIO3A B COEPE
HUPPOBU3AIIMU CTPAH HEHTPAJIBHOU AZUUN

Apcen Mauaradapos, Meiipam Capbi0aeB, Epmexk UykybOaes

Annoraums. Ha ceromusimiHuii nenp nudgpoBas TpaHchopmalus MNPUBOIUT
K YCKOPEHHMIO MPOLECCOB M OJHOBPEMEHHO K YCIIO)KHEHHMIO OTHOLICHHUWA MEXIY
cyobekTamMmu B MupoBoil monutuke. CrtpaHsl LleHTpanbHO-a3MaTcKoro peruoHa
(ITAP) B cerogHsmHmux reonoIMTUYECKUX PEAIUAX CTOJIKHYJIUCH C HOBBIM BbI30BOM
— CBOEBPEMEHHBIM BHEAPEHHEM HU(PPOBBIX PEIICHUI MO JUHAMUKY 3THUX YCIOBHIA.
B 3TOM KOHTEKCTE L1EIb JAHHOTO UCCIIEIOBAHUS — BBIIBUTh OCHOBHBIEC HAIIPABIICHHUS,
npoOJaemMbl M TEPCHeKTHBBl IUPPOBOil Tpancpopmarmu ctpan LIAP B HOBBIX
I€OIOJINTUYECKUX YCIOBHSIX.

B nanHoM wuccrnemoBaHuMM OBLT KCHONB30BAH METOZ Teopuu urp. JlaHHbIN
METOJl INPUMEHSAETCSI B KOHTEKCTE MEXKIYHAPOIHBIX OTHOLICHUH Ha IpHUMEpe
B3aumoyeicteus crpan [[AP u EC. ABropamm mpoBereHa paboTa MO TOUCKY
KOMIIPOMHMCCHBIX CTpaTeruii B3aMMOIECHCTBUS MEXAY CTOPOHAMH, MPUBOISIINX
K OIpeAesIeHHbIM paBHOBecHsM Hamia. Pesynprarsl nccinenoBaHus OKa3aid, YTO
peanuzauusi coBMecTHbIX MpoekTtoB LIAP u EC mo uudposoit Tpanchopmanmu
JTaCT BO3MOXKHOCTB HE TOJILKO OOHOBUTH yCTapeBIue IUGPOBbIC MIAaTHOPMBI, HO U
CO3/1aCT YCJIOBUS JIJISl TOBBIIIEHHS] KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTH TPAHCIIOPTHBIX Y3JI0B
Ha MHUPOBOM pBbIHKE. DTO OCOOEHHO aKTyaJlbHO B COBPEMEHHBIX HECTAOMJIbHBIX
MOJINTUYECKUX U COUUAIBHO-DKOHOMUYECKUX YCIOBHSIX.

[TonyueHnHsle  pe3ynbTaTbl  BBIIBWIM ~ MPOOJIEMBI  MEXPETHOHAIBHOIO
COTpYJAHMYECTBA Ha OCHOBE CTpareruii Teopun urp B chepe wuuPppoBoi
TpaHcpopmanuu. [IpumeHeHne MeToga TEOpUH UTP MOMOINIO MPOaHAIU3UPOBAThH
BO3MOYKHOCTH PETYIMPOBAHUS MTOJIOKEHUS TOCYIapCTBA HA MEKIYHAPOIHOU apeHe.
B pesynbrare aBropaM ynajaoch HallTH peuieHHe KOH(IMKTAa MHTEPECOB MEXKIY
UT'POKaMH U YCTAHOBUTH ONTHUMAJIBHOCTh UX CTPATEruil.

Knrouegwie cnosa: yugposas mpancopmayus, meopus uep, Eeponetickuii coio3,
akmop, unmezpayus, yuppoeas OuniomMamusi.

Introduction

The Fourth Industrial Revolution or
Industry 4.0 (I140) has truly become a
challenge forthe CAR countries. Although
a number of modern authors evaluate
new technologies as an opportunity to
eliminate technological dependence and
increase productivity [1]. We believe that
such conclusions are quite justified. The
countries of the CAR, like other countries
of'the world, are rapidly moving towards a
new socio-economic, political formation.

42

Digitalization is becoming the main tool
of its formation.

The dynamics of the last five years
shows that the leaders of the Central
Asian states (CA) and representatives
of the European Union (EU) show great
interest not only in the development of
economic, cultural and humanitarian
cooperation, the parties often note an
increase in interaction in the field of
digitalization [2].

The  issues  of  digitalization
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development in trade between the EU
and the CAR countries have now become
relevant due to the difficulties of transit
through regional transport corridors. As a
result, the countries of the CAR and the
EU are looking for ways to expand trade
and economic cooperation, including
through the digitalization of transport and
logistics infrastructure.

In this regard, we consider it important
to analyze in detaill the regional
cooperation between the EU and the
CAR, in particular with Kazakhstan,
as the leader of the region. It is also
necessary to investigate the degree of
readiness of the parties to carry out digital
transformation in various areas of the
economy, especially in trade, transport
logistics, water conservation and mining.

Literature review

According to data from the World Bank
(WB), the United Nations (UN), and
national statistical agencies, almost all the
CAR countries are dynamically expanding
the role of information technology in the
work of the private and public sectors.
The governments of such countries of
the region as Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan managed to create a basis for
the transition to a digital state.

Nevertheless, today the role of digital
transformation in replacing old growth
drivers with new ones is being evaluated
in scientific circles [3],[4]. A number of
authors are deeply studying the value
chain model used in terms of the prospects
for value creation and value management,
taking into account digital technologies
and social media platforms [5]. Kazakh
authors raise the issues of increasing the
role of digital diplomacy as a new actively
developing tool of public diplomacy [6].

As the data show, Kazakhstan was the
first among the Central Asian countries
to express interest in the development
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of these areas. The country's leadership
has set a strategic goal - to become
one of the largest digital hubs in the
region. Such ambitions of Kazakhstan
are quite justified, given the fact that in
2022 Kazakhstan ranked 28th in the UN
E-Government Development Index [7].
This is the highest indicator in the region
and among the CIS countries.

To understand the agenda of the topic of
digital transformation in the Central Asian
region and, in particular, in Kazakhstan,
we consider it important to consider the
period before the coronavirus pandemic
(conditionally from 2017). At that time,
the Russian side was very interested in the
issue of actively increasing joint digital
development with the Central Asian
countries. As a result, joint work within
the framework of the digital agenda of the
EAEU led to joint work of IT companies
and the introduction of products of the
state program «Digital Kazakhstany.
Later, the other countries of the Central
Asian region will begin to adopt the
experience of Kazakhstan.

The analysis carried out within the
framework of the study showed that today
the process of digital transformation in
the Central Asian countries is already
undergoing the stage of modernization
of online public services systems. As
world practice shows, the use of digital
technologies by public sector employees
is already a significant barrier to
development [8]. This issue has become
especially relevant for Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan. In particular, in the case
of Kazakhstan, we are talking about
considering the possibility of upgrading
eGov online public services systems. As a
result, it became necessary for the country
to transfer them to one large platform.
Indeed, as experts note, the platform
is outdated and needs to be upgraded.
And the country's authorities considered
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many options for a flexible and smooth
transition, rather than choosing a new
platform and building everything from
scratch.

The issue of further modernization of
Kazakhstan's digital platform was raised
in September 2021. Then the Minister
of Digital Development, Innovation
and Aerospace Industry of the Republic
of Kazakhstan, B. Musin, said that
the platform from «Sber» (C6epbank
- a Russian company) is «the most
suitable» for the country and meets the
«requirementsy of the National Security
Committee. Prime Minister of the
Republic of Kazakhstan A.Mamin noted
that «only the Sber platform allows us
to deposit codes in the national security
agencies...». As a result, within the
framework of the Eastern Economic
Forum (September 3, 2021), A.Mamin
and the head of the group of companies
«Sber» G.Gref signed a memorandum
of cooperation in the implementation of
projects on digital transformation of the
Republic of Kazakhstan. The question
also concerned the transition to a platform
model of digitalization and the concept of
Data-Driven Government.

As a result, it followed from the text
of the memorandum that the parties had
agreed on a deal. The authorities identified
«BTS Digital» LLP as a strategic partner
on the part of Kazakhstan, and the ministry
entrusted the provision of the GovTech
platform service for a three-year period
with subsequent prolongation to « HUT»
JSC. As a result, the Russian side was
determined that a corresponding contract
would be signed between Kazakhstan and
the Sber.

However, at the time of the escalation of
the conflict between Russia and Ukraine,
theissueoffurtherdevelopmentofrelations
in this area remained unfinished. In this
regard, the prospects for the development
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of the sphere of digital transformation are
of particular interest. Who can claim the
status of a strategic partner of the region
in this area? And what barriers can arise
as a result of the conflict of interests of
various actors?

The policy of multi-vector digital
transformation of Kazakhstan

Almost six months after the signing
of the memorandum of cooperation
in the field of digital transformation
(March 25, 2022), the Ministry of
Digital Development, Innovation and
Aerospace Industry of the Republic of
Kazakhstan reported that the signing of
an agreement between the government
of the country and Sberbank, stipulated
by the memorandum, is no longer on the
agenda. In addition, the publication of
the department noted that «in connection
with the current situation in the world, the
Ministry is considering the development
of several scenarios and is preparing for
each of themy.

Although this statement did not specify
which scenarios were being considered
and who could be Kazakhstan's partner
in digital transformation, there were
clear trends in the country's cooperation
with other stakeholders. For example,
the countries of the region had long-
standing ties within the framework of
the «Digital Strategy of CAREC 2030»
of the Asian Development Bank (ADB).
It provided an approach to scaling digital
technologies in the region. It is worth
noting that in 2021 The ministers of the
CAREC member countries approved
the «Digital Strategy of CAREC 2030»,
which defines the areas of cooperation for
expanding digitalization in the region.

However, the policy documents of
the governments of the Central Asian
countries indicate that the priority of
the development of digital technologies
is gaining experience, technologies of
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a number of successful technological
countries of the world and training
specialists on their experience. According
to the program documents, one of the
main issues of digital transformation for
the CAR countries is the digitalization of
transport corridors. In particular, we are
talking about solving scientific, technical
and organizational problems of logistics,
the introduction of UN standards in cargo
transportation.

This direction 1is currently being
studied by the authors from the point of
view of the impact of digitalization on the
logistics sector. In particular, the aspect of
the introduction of sustainable logistics
practices, preparation of companies for
the transition to digital technologies
1s considered [9]. The current state of
technological development in the field
of digitalization and physicalization of
supply chains is analyzed [10]. Scientific
works concerning the issues of digital
transformation of the procurement
process are presented in a large volume
[11]. As practice shows, all these issues
somehow affect the optimization of
business processes in the CAR countries
[12].

In general, as the analysis shows,
major international players are actively
working in the Central Asian region due
to the growing need to increase markets.
Thus, China is seeking to expand its
presence in Central Asia by promoting
its «Digital Silk Road» strategy. The
World Bank (WB) is working to expand
Internet connectivity and create an
integrated digital infrastructure through
the implementation of the Digital CASA
regional program [13]. Within the
framework of the Eurasian Economic
Union, a single digital economy is being
created between the member states in
order to expand sectoral and intersectoral
digital transformation. Thus, at the last

Central Asia's

FAIRS

QUARTERLY ANALYTICAL REVIEW 3(91)/2023

forums in 2023, the leaders of the EAEU
countries focused on the development of
digital infrastructure and management
of integration processes within the

framework of the «Digital Agenda until
2025».

Digital transformation —
democratization of digital solutions
At first glance, several reasons

contributed to the decision of the CAR
countries, and in particular Kazakhstan,
on the independent development of digital
transformation:

Firstly, the conflict in Ukraine was
crucial in the development of the Sber
platform in Kazakhstan, which had a
negative impact on Russia's image in the
international arena;

Secondly, public criticism of the
transfer of digital independence to another
country was increasingly heard;

Thirdly, it is possible that the country's
authorities were afraid of falling under
Western sanctions if they were imposed
against the Sber.

Nevertheless, we consider it important
to note that in matters of the development
of digital transformation, the CAR
countries, especially Kazakhstan, intend
to develop digital technologies according
to the principles of «transparency and
accountability». To date, not always, and
not all citizens of the countries of the
region have access to platforms so that
governments are accountable to them
for how they collect and use data. This is
evidenced by statistical data.

The implementation of the main
processes of digital transformation
requires special implementation methods.
In this context, the works of the authors are
of interest, which analyze the processes of
digital transformation and their impact
on the attitude of local authorities (for
example, onthe COVID-19 pandemic)[14].
According to the studies we have studied
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in the field of digital transformation, one
of its main features is the democratic
principles of digital platforms [15]. This
aspect of digitalization has become
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Figure 1. Comparison of world regions by EGDI levels, in 2020 and 2022 [7].
Source: author’s elaboration.

According to the global and regional
averages of the UN EGDI, the EU countries
are leading in terms of availability and
provision of online services in certain
sectors.

According to the UN, 1/3 of the
leading countries in the development of
e-government are European. Countries
such as Denmark, Finland lead the first
places in the world ranking.

It should be recalled that since
independence, the CAR countries have
tried to introduce democratic principles
to varying degrees and with varying
success. Today, more than 30 years after
gaining independence (since 1991), the
CAR countries continue to adopt and
implement the experience of democratic
countries of the world, in particular the
EU, with varying success.

Finally, the authorities of the CAR
countries are interested in the issue
of digital transformation not just in
obtaining digital solutions, technologies
or ready-made platforms from their
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partners. The commitments made by the
CAR governments within the framework
of the open government data system still
require implementation, and the work
being done in this direction requires
transparency and accountability. At the
same time, it 1S important to pay attention
to the fact that as of 2022 According to
the e-government development index,
Russia was at the level of 0.8162 (42nd
place in the world), while Kazakhstan
has 0.8628 (28th place), and according
to the e-participation index, Russia has
0.6023 (57th place), Kazakhstan has
0.8068 (15th place). In addition, Russia
ranks 42nd in the ranking of 58 European
countries with the highest EGDI values.

Taking into account the above, we
hypothesize that by choosing a strategy
of openness of the CAR countries to
the democratic principles of digital
transformation development, a period of
active involvement of the region in EU
digital projects has begun.
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ESIR(I A country Sub-region Rating class 2022
1 Denmark Northern Europe VH 0.9717
2 Finland Northern Europe VH 0.9533
5 Sweden Northern Europe VH 0.9410
8 Estonia Northern Europe VH 0.9393
24 Lithuania Northern Europe V3 0.8745
29 Latvia Northern Europe V3 0.8599
34 Poland Eastern Europe V2 0.8437
42 Russian Federation Eastern Europe V2 0.8162

Table 1. Comparison of EGDI ranks of the countries of the subregions of Europe [7].
Source: author’s elaboration.

Research methods

Within the framework of this article, the
method of game theory was used to analyze
the process of interaction in the field of
digitalization. The «game» consists in the
participation of two or more parties (CAR
and EU countries) leading a «struggle»
for the realization of their interests.
Our task is to determine the goals and
strategies of each of the parties that can
lead to a win or loss. Before proceeding
to the establishment of the strategies of
the parties, we consider it important to
analyze the current interaction of the
parties in matters of digitalization.

Firstly, at the present stage, the EU's
attitude towards the countries of the region
is remarkable in that Brussels initially did
not consider any special approach to this
or that Central Asian republic. Rather, in
their interaction, the EU proceeds from the
fact that the CAR countries are part of a
common region. So, for example, today the
EU is building its agenda for Kazakhstan
based on the EU Strategy for Central Asia
adopted in 2019. In this regard, we consider
it important to further study the issue of
the development of relations, including in
the field of digital interaction, between the
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countries of Europe and Central Asia in a
regional aspect.

The four-year project for the region,
which is part of the trade and economic
strategy of the European Union, fully
corresponded to the plan for the digital
transformation of the CAR countries. The
CAR countries attempted to strengthen
economic ties with the European Union
within the framework of the Strategy. To
this end, Brussels launched in 2019 three
multi-year programs totaling 28 million
euros, which are aimed at supporting the
rule of law, trade, and investment in the
region.

The most important platforms for
the implementation of the CAR's tasks
in relation to the EU were the annual
EU-Central Asia forums (held since
2019). The last such forum was held on
March 10, 2023, in Tashkent. Among the
most breakthrough forums, it is worth
noting the holding of the «EU-Central
Asia Economic Forum: Bringing two
Regions Closer» #EUCA21 (Bishkek,
2021). Just the same, the Forum provided
participants with a platform to coordinate
measures in three main areas of the event:
«greeny recovery, improving the business
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environment and digitalization.

In October 2022, at the initiative of
Kazakhstan, the first meeting of the heads
of State of Central Asia and the European
Union in the C5+ format was organized.
And according to the results of the visit, it
became known that Sh. Michel expressed
support for the large-scale reforms carried
out within the framework of building a
«just Kazakhstany. It is obvious that the
dialogue on democracy, human rights,
and the rule of law is important not only
for the EU, but also for the CAR countries.

A week after the visit of Sh. Michel to
Astana, the capital of Kazakhstan was
visited by German Foreign Minister A.
Baerbock. We consider it important to
note the fact that A. Baerbock arrived with
a large delegation of businessmen and
specialists in the field of infrastructure.
World practice shows that strategies and
technologies are recognized as the key
driving forces of digital transformation
in business [17]. It is also important to
pay attention to the fact that one of the
topics of the negotiations in Astana was
the supply of rare earth metals, which
are extremely necessary for the new
technological economy of Germany and
the EU as a whole. It should be noted that
digital transformation is related to the use
of rare earth metals. Now China is the
main supplier, and dependence on China
has become critically dangerous for the
European Union. In this regard, the CAR
countries, in particular Kazakhstan, may
well be considered as an alternative.

At the high—level session of the second
Economic Forum «European Union
- Central Asia» (May 18-19, 2023),
A.Smailov said that Kazakhstan plans
to reduce the transit time from China to
Europe through its territory to five days.
During his speech, Deputy Prime Minister
of Uzbekistan Zh.Khodjaev proposed
the use of measures to ensure faster and
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safer movement of goods. As he noted,
«in this direction, we propose to develop
joint approaches in the digitalization
of trade, including the involvement of
expert and technical support from the
EU for the unification of legislation in
the field of e-commerce in Central Asian
countries». The study of the program
materials suggests that Tashkent attaches
particular importance to the simplification
of international trade procedures. As for
the representatives of the other countries
of the region, the Head of the Cabinet of
Ministers of Kyrgyzstan A.Zhaparov, the
Prime Minister of Tajikistan K.Rasulzoda,
Minister of Finance and Economy of
Turkmenistan S.Joraev, were united in the
relevance of the issues under consideration
to improve the business climate, stimulate
the transition to digital technologies,
strengthen trade and transport ties
between the EU and Central Asia [18].

Thus, the study of the materials allowed
us to consider the relationship between
the CAR countries and the EU) in the
development of digital transformation)
conditionally in 3 stages:

- the stage of preparation for the
EU Strategy (period up to 2019). It is
important to understand that the EU, as
an international actor, has not previously
considered the CAR countries as a partner
in the field of digitalization;

- the stage of declaring digital
connectivity and supporting the develop-
ment of the digital economy (2019-2021);

- the stage of implementing agreements
(from 2021).

It is obvious that the mutual exchange
of positions /opinions leads to a clash of
interests of the conditional two parties. In
this case, we believe that it is of particular
scientific interest to analyze the simulated
interaction of the CAR and the EU in the
issue of carrying out the «correcty digital
transformation.
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Today, models of conflict situations
between the two sides are usually
given, which in mathematical terms
can be represented through the method
of game theory. The application of
the game theory method is due to the
interest in understanding the decision-
making strategies of game participants
in conditions of uncertainty. Various
authors propose models of cooperative
competition as a reference. The most
interesting is an attempt to develop a tool
that, based on the principles of classical
game theory, would allow scientists to
determine which games can be played in
response to various conflict situations [19].

As noted in the World Bank research,
in many countries of the region there are
still no centralized web portals where
citizens can leave feedback and comments
or discuss their problems on forums. In
the position of the EU leaders, the CAR
countries are at the stage of «testing
for an in-depth partnership». So, for
example, officials in Brussels, as well as a
number of authors, have a question about
the possibility of the CAR countries to
continue modernization and reforms, to
get away from their authoritarian past [20].

A game is modeled in which the CAR
authorities (player 1) and EU partners
(player 2) can give preference to one of
two forms of cooperation in the field

agreements» or «deepening cooperationy.
Thus, player 1 in his argumentation,
possiblyunderthe influence of athird party,
may focus on the negative consequences of
further deepening cooperation. Or, within
the power structures of both sides, in the
issue of interaction in the field of digital
development (built on the principles of
maximum transparency, accessibility and
mass participation, as well as direct contact
between society and the authorities), an
opinion may arise about prematurity.

So, each of the players has two
conditional strategies: leave everything
as it is and move on to the latest forms
of cooperation. The goal of each of the
players is to maximize their own winnings.
In general, if you look at the root of the
issue, then the interests of the players
are not opposite. There are two Nash
equilibrium situations in this bimatric
game. However, the players' winnings in
these situations are different, with the first
situation beneficial to player 1, and the
second to player 2. As a result, within the
framework of this example, the following
assessment is given: the winnings of each
player are determined by the usefulness
of the chosen form (on a scale from 0 to
5). The corresponding winnings of the
players are indicated in the table (first the
winnings of player 1 are indicated, then
player 2).

of digitalization: through «existing
CAR Authorities - Player 2
Player Strategies Th? format Of, Fprrnat of
cooperation according to | in-depth
the existing agreements | cooperation
The format of cooperation
EU authorities - according to the existing 51 0;0
Player 1 agreements
Format of in-depth cooperation 0;0 1;5

Table 2. The payment matrix of the game in two strategies for cooperation in the field
of digital transformation. Source: author’s elaboration.
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This mathematical model of the game
is projected on the relations between the
EU countries and the CAR. Thus, when
creating a common base, both initiators
(the leading countries-initiators of the
promotion of digital partnership) and
partner countries (the countries that
coordinate the ways of implementing
projects) will come to the moment of a
conflict of interests in one form or another.
In other words, there is a situation of
conflict of interests at the intercountry
level. This assumption is justified by the
fact that, naturally, the governments of the
CAR and the EU countries have different
directions in foreign policy priorities.

Nevertheless, we consider it important
to answer a number of questions from a
mathematical point of view: which of the
equilibrium situations can be accepted as
satisfactory to all players (the principle
of optimality)? That is, what is the
optimal solution? What is necessary for
the CAR countries in promoting digital
transformation through international
cooperation with the EU?

Research results

The situation between the countries of
the CAR and the EU can be demonstrated
by the example of the mathematical
game presented earlier. Both equilibrium
situations are not only equilibrium, but
also Pareto optimal. In classic models,
players do not communicate before
the game starts, but make a choice
simultaneously and independently of
each other (as provided by the rules of the
non-coalition game). In this case, we did
not consider an antagonistic game of two
parties whose interests are opposite. It is
beneficial for players in the EU and CAR
models to communicate before the start of
the game and agree on a joint action plan.

Thus, the parties would be able to
come to the conditions of a cooperative
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game, when players can make decisions
in agreement with each other. The main
task in a cooperative game 1s to divide the
total winnings. The total win in this game
in situations where one of the two forms
of communication is carried out, player 1
and player 2, is 5. It would be natural to
divide this winnings equally between the
players, i.e. 2.5 each. At the same time,
the players agree to spend half of the
political events together on 1 strategy, and
the second half on 2 strategies, i.e. with a
probability of 1/2 to jointly choose each
form of dialogue. However, it should be
noted here that in this case we are talking
about a non-coalition game (with the
independent choice of their strategies by
the players), when a set of winnings (2.5;
2.5) 1s unattainable.

Therefore, we will conduct the
reasoning for player 1. It is beneficial for
him to realize the situation (1 strategy,
1 strategy). But player 2 benefits from
the situation (2 strategy, 2 strategy).
Therefore, if player 1 chooses «strategy
1», then player 2 can choose «strategy 2»,
and they will both lose: in the situation
(strategy 1, strategy 2), the winnings will
be (0, 0). Then it makes sense for player
1 to choose «strategy 2», because in the
situation (strategy 2, strategy 2) he gets a
win of 1 (i.e. more than 0). But player 2
can reason similarly and choose «strategy
1», then in the situation (strategy 2,
strategy 1) they will both lose again.
The fact is that with such a development
of events there will be no common and
unified solution. Taking into account the
specifics of the development of relations
in the issue of digital transformation
between the countries of the CAR and
the EU, we consider it important to make
a forecast regarding the further scenario
of the development of this topic using
the previously applied method of game
theory.
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A trivial example of a «dominant
strategy» from the standpoint of game
theory is the decision regarding the
influence of the CAR countries on
the decisions of the EU countries. EU
countries can respond to the emergence
of new requests from the CAR countries

immediately or consider in the future.
Both sides enter into a two-stage game in
which the first move is made by the CAR
countries. The game situation with the
indication of payments is shown in the
form of a tree (see the figure below).

Player 1 — CAR Countries

Strategy — cooperation in the future

(1:5)

Strategy — immediate cooperation

Strategy — immediate cooperation

Player 2 — EU Countries

Strategy — cooperation in
the future

(2:3) (-1:1)

Figure 2. [llustration of a game about solving cooperation between the CAR and

EU countries. Source:
The same game situation can be

presented 1in another form (figure
below). Two states are indicated
here — «immediate cooperation» and

«cooperation in the future». Obviously,
the second equilibrium is untenable. It
follows from the detailed form that it is
impractical for EU countries to react
slowly to the emergence of new requests
from the CAR countries: when choosing
a strategy «in the future», EU countries

author’s elaboration.

receive 1 (payment), and when responding
immediately to requests — 3. The CAR
countries also know that it is not rational
for the EU countries to start actions to
ignore requests for digital transformation
and democratic transformations.

An analysis of the circumstances of the
interaction between the CAR countries
and the EU countries shows that mutual
concessions are taking place. Also, after
the socio-political unrest in Kazakhstan,

EU Countries - Player 2
Player Strategies Strategy — development Strategy B
of joint projects cooperation in
the future

Strategy — development of 23 11
CAR countries - joint projects ’ ’

Player 1 Strategy — cooperation in the 1:5 155
future ’ '

Table 3. Matrix of the compromise format of the game on the solution of cooperation
between the CAR countries and the EU. Source: author’s elaboration.
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Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan in different time
periods, significant concessions on the
part of the authorities are noticeable. And
that is why the CAR countries decide to
continue using the «cooperation in the
future» strategy. The threatened losses in
the amount of (-1) will not be incurred by
the CAR countries.

Such a rational equilibrium s
characteristic of a «partially improved»
game, which obviously excludes absurd
moves. It is also worth noting that within
the framework of the development of the
mathematical model of game theory, there
are also examples when the interests of
the parties clash according to an advanced
scenario. This proves once again that it is
useful for the parties to think about the
possible reactions of their partners in the
game.

Isolated calculations, even based on
the theory of decision-making, are often,
as in the situation described, of a limited
nature. It follows from the above analysis
that it is in the interests of the EU countries
themselves to develop a base for accepting
requests from the CAR countries and its
further processing. It is obvious that a
successful digital transformation, as was

shown by the example of the game theory
method, will be possible with the mutual
cooperation of two parties (the authorities
— the people / EU countries and the CAR
countries). In some ways, the presented
model of «CAR countries and the EU»
echoes another model of behavioral norms
of «investors and the governmenty [21].

In general, in the context of the growing
integration agenda within Central
Asia, the governments of the countries
demonstrate interest in the experience
of indicative European integration. Due
to the fact that, as part of its Strategy,
the EU considers the CAR countries as
part of a common region, we consider it
important to consider the likelihood of
how the CAR and EU countries develop
the sphere of digital transformation within
the framework of a mathematical model.

To come to a decision according to the
rules, it is important to check whether
the payment matrix has a saddle point. If
yes, then we write out the solution of the
game in pure strategies. We believe that
player I chooses his strategy so as to get
the maximum of his winnings, and player
IT chooses his strategy so as to minimize
player I's winnings.

Players B1 B2 a = min(Ai)
Al 5 1 1
A2 1 5 1
b = max(Bi) 5 5

Table 4. Payment matrix for example. Source: author’s elaboration.

We find a guaranteed win determined
by the lower price of the game a = max(ai)
= 1, which indicates the maximum net
strategy Al. The top price of the game
is b = min(bj) = 5. Which indicates the
absence of a saddle point, since a # b, then
the price of the game is within 1 <y <5.

The next step is to find a solution to the
game in mixed strategies. Thisis explained
by the fact that players cannot declare
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their pure strategies to the opponent:
they hide their plans of action. The game
can be solved by allowing players to
choose their strategies randomly (mix
pure strategies). Since the players choose
their net strategies randomly, then player
I's winnings will be a random value. In
this case, player I must choose his mixed
strategies so as to get the maximum
average win. Similarly, player II must
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choose his mixed strategies so as to
minimize the mathematical expectation
of player 1.

Thus, a mathematical calculation in
the case of a non-cooperative game (with
the players independently choosing their
strategies) will confirm that there are
different preferences/interests among
the players, this situation / conflict does
not necessarily have to be total. The
calculation shows that if one player wins,
then the other is not necessarily the loser.
The conflict of interest can be partial, and
both players can win and lose at the same
time. The advantage of game theory, as
well as the relations between the CAR and
the EU, is the focus on the equilibrium
strategies of the players. We believe that
in its strategy, the EU can be guided
by the high assessment of international
organizations in the CAR countries,
which note the strengthening of the
principles of representative democracy
and free market economy [22].

Discussion of the results

From the available materials, it
becomes clear that international players
perceive the statements of officials from
Brussels (in matters of cooperation with
the CAR and the European Union) as an
attempt to demonstrate «the only tool
for ensuring the security of the region
and its development». This is somewhat
confirmed by the fact that the EU intends
to continue supporting the transition of
Central Asia to «socially sustainable and
climate-neutral growth». Seeing the trend
in the development of relations between
the Central Asian countries and Europe,
the other players in international relations
cannot be bothered by their mutual
interest in each other.

But in the current geopolitical
conditions, the leaders of the CAR
countries also talk about equal
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cooperation. At the same time, in his
speech, the President of the Republic of
Kazakhstan K. Tokayev noted that there
is an intention to systematically increase
the capacity of the Trans—Caspian
International Transport Route (one of the
key sections of the China— Central Asia-
Europe route) through the introduction
of digital solutions and infrastructure
modernization.

We believe that in the issue of digital
transformation, the authorities of the
CAR countries are more interested than
ever in obtaining the best practices of
European countries. We believe that using
the example of interregional cooperation
between the countries of the CAR and the
EU, it is necessary to develop a common
Strategy for digital transformation. In
this context, it is important to note the
possibilities of the Astana International
Financial Center, which is a platform for
attracting «greeny investments. It is based
on British law, with an independent court
and an International Arbitration Center.

Conclusion

Thus, in the framework of the study,
the authors presented situational models
(matrices) of the actions of the parties
depending on their choice of various
strategies. Within the framework of
the study, the authors took into account
the peculiarity of the application of the
game theory method, which consists in
presenting possible options when making
decisions. Finally, the authors show the
options for choosing the optimal strategy
by the parties.

It should be noted that the results
obtained by data analysis were confirmed
through the application of the game
theory method. For example, it has been
proved that the lack of consistency in
the implementation of transformational
processes in the CAR region significantly
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reduces the potential growth of the
economies of all stakeholders. It has been
established that digital transformation,
implemented on the principles of
democracy, is capable of increasing the
efficiency of economic activity in the
countries of the region.

Using the example of the partnership
between the CAR and the EU, we
presented an optimal model of interaction,
which is based on the method of game
theory. In particular, the study describes
and modeled game models based on the
current state of interaction between the
parties. Possible interaction strategies in
the future are also modeled. We believe
that the models will allow us to determine
which strategies are acceptable in
response to various situations of conflict
of interest.

We believe that as a result of the study,
the hypothesis has been proved that due
to the choice of the strategy of openness
of the CAR countries to cooperation,
a period of active involvement of the
EU in digital projects in the region has
begun. On the other hand, it has been
proven that the choice of digital initiatives
strategy gives impetus to the emergence
of new business opportunities, deepening
relations between the parties. As a result
of the study, it was found that in the
development of relations between the EU
and the CAR countries, it is the deepening
in the field of digital transformation that
can become the optimal solution to the

strategies of the parties.

Analysis of data from the UN, the
World Bank and a number of other
international  organizations confirms
the results of the game theory method.
Conclusions based on the results of the
use of statistical analysis and the method
of game theory show that in modern
realities, the progressive experience of
the EU in the development of digital
technologies should play an increasingly
important role. For example, the issue of
borrowing experience in the development
of deepening regional cooperation will
become relevant for the CAR countries
in the near future. For the EU, the issue
of global competition for markets is
becoming increasingly relevant. And if
we consider it from the point of view of
the method of game theory, then this is
the choice of the strategy of the balance of
forces between the players in the region,
when the question arises which game to
play correctly.

We believe that the results obtained
can be useful for interested government
agencies in making managerial decisions
and their practical application. Thus, as
a result of the study, both positive and
negative factors were identified in the
decision-making situation for the CAR
countries and, in particular, Kazakhstan.
For example, the presented matrix analysis
can be applied in the issues of strategic
planning of digital transformation.
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Abstract. The article analyzes some practices of cultural diplomacy development
in Kazakhstan and its current challenges. The role and aims of cultural diplomacy
carried out by Kazakhstan has been identified and comprehensively analyzed. The
challenging factors were defined in the development of Kazakh cultural diplomacy
practice. The modern definitions and connotations of cultural diplomacy are listed;
the concepts of the main theorists are considered. The connection and differences
of cultural diplomacy with the concepts of "public diplomacy" and "soft power"
are determined. When writing the article, works and articles on the topic of cultural
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diplomacy were studied, the method of deductive analysis was used, materials
available on the Internet resources were reviewed. As a result of the study, it was
determined that despite the existing problems the contribution of the cultural
diplomacy of Kazakhstan to the arena of international relations is significant.

Keywords: Cultural diplomacy, TurKSOY, transition to Latin graphic, the
Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional Religions, Assembly of People of
Kazakhstan.

KA3BAKCTAHAA MOJAEHU JUIIVIOMATUAHBIH ICKE ACBIPY
KOJIIAPDBI 7)KOHE OHBIH XAJIBIKAPAJIBIK APEHACBIH/IAT'BI POJII

oiirepim Koxxkandeprenosa, diikepim TypbinTaeBa, Punar baiironaun

Anparna. Makanana Kazakcranmarbl MOJCHM JUIIJIOMATHSIHBIH KeHOIp amy
TOXIpUOEC1 MEH OPBIH AJIBIN OTBIPFAH Macenenepl Tanaanrad. Kazakcrtan memiekeri
ICKE achIPBIIT OTBIPFAH MOJICHU JAWIUIOMATHSIHBIH POJIi  allbUIbIN, KEH Tajjaay
*acayrad. MoJieH! TUIJIOMATHSIHBIH Ka31pri TaHIaFbl KOJIJIAHBICTAFbl aHBIKTAMAJIBIK
Heri3/1epl, KOHHOTaUMsIaphl TI3IMEIII, HET13T1 TEOPETUKTEP/IIH TYKbIpbIMIaMallaphbl
KapacTbIpbuiraH. MoJIeHn JUIJIOMaTus YFBIMBIHBIH «KOFAMJIBIK JIUILIOMATHS,
(GKYMCaK KYIID» IETCH YFBIMBIAPbIMEH OaiiJIaHbICH )KOHE EPEKIIETIKTePl aHBIKTAJIFaH.
Makasianebl sxka3y 0apbIChIHIA MOJICHU JUILIIOMATHS TaKbIPHIObIHA apHAJIFaH €HOCKTEP
MEH Makajajap 3epTTeNreH, ACAYKTHUBTI aHAIM3 OICl KOJJAAHBUIbIN, HHTEPHET
KEHICTITIHAEC KOJDKETIMII MaTephalijap capajlanFaH. MeMeKeTapalblK >KOHE
MOJICHUETAPAIIBIK ~OaillaHbICTap/IbIH OTAHMBIK JKOHE IIETENJIIK MOJIEIbIACPIHIH
EPEKIICNIIKTepIHEe 3EPTTEeY JKYPrizy KazaKk KOFAMbBIHBIH MYMKIHIIKTEPIH YJITTHIK
CaHaHbl HBIFATyIa KOJJAHyFa OKeledl. 3epTTey >KYMBICBIHBIH HOTHXKECI PETIHJIE
KazakcTaHHBIH XaJIbIKapaJIbIK KaThIHACTAP apEeHACBhIH/A KY3€Te aChIPhUIBIN OThIPFaH
MOJICHH JTUTIIIOMATHUSICHIHBIH YJIECl, OPBIH aJIbIll OTPBIFAH MICEIepre KapaMacTaH 30p
eKeH1 OCNTUICHIeH, all IaMy KOJI1aphl O1pbIHFal emec.

Tyitin co30ep: Maoenu ounnomamus, TropKCOHU, namuin 2apnine kouty, Onemoix
Jrcone dacmypii Oinoep audepnepiniy Cvesi, Kazaxcman xankvl Accamonesicoi.

IIYTU PABBUTHSA KYJIBTYPHOU JUIIJIOMATHUU B KA3AXCTAHE
N ET'O POJIb HA APEHE MEX/YHAPOJIHbLIX OTHOINEHUH

Aiirepum KoxxanOeprenoBa, AiikepuMm TypyHrTaeBa, Punar baiironann

AHHOTausA. B crarbe aHaMU3UpyIOTCS HEKOTOPBIE IPAKTUKU Pa3BUTUSA
KyJbTypHOU nuruioMatuu B Kazaxcrane u akTyanbHble MpoOiaeMbl. BuisiBieHa u
BCECTOPOHHE MTPOAHAIIM3UPOBAHA POJIb KYJIBTYPHOM AUIIJIOMATUU, OCYIIECTBIISIEMON
rocynapctBoM Kazaxcran. [lepeunciieHbl COBpeMEHHBIE ONPEAEIEHUS U KOHHOTAlUN
KYJIbTYPHOU JIMIUIOMAaTuM, PacCMOTPEHBI KOHLIENIHUU OCHOBHBIX TEOPETUKOB.
OmnpeneneHbl B3aUMOCBSI3b U OCOOCHHOCTH MOHSTHS KYJIbTYPHOU IUIIJIOMAaTHUU C
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MOHATUSIMU «ITYONUYHAs AUIUIOMATUS U «MsTKasi cuiiay. [Ipu HanmuMcaHuu cTaThu
ObLIM U3y4YeHBbI PabOTHI U CTaTbU MO TEME KYJbTYPHOU TUIIIOMATHH, UCIIONb30BaH
METOJ IE€yKTUBHOIO aHAIN3a, U3y4YEeHbl MaT€pUabl, 1O0CTyIIHbIE B ceTU MHTEpHET.
B pesymprare wHccienoBaHMS OIPEACIEHO, YTO HECMOTPS Ha CYIIECTBYIOLIUE
npo0aeMbl, BKJIAJ KyJIbTypHOU aumuiomatuu Kazaxcrana B apeHy MexayHapOIHbIX

OTHOIIIEHUHN 3HAYUTEJICH.

Kniroueswie cnosa: Kynomyprnas ounnomamus, TropKCOMU, nepexoo Ha namunckyro
epaghuxy, Cve30 1udepos Mupo8vlx U mpaouyuoHHslx penueuil, Accamones napooa

Kaszaxcmana.

Introduction

International relations with globalized
and modern landscapes are becoming
more and more diverse. Thus, cultural
diplomacy is becoming one of the
modern manifestations of these changes.
According to Tewdowski, "cultural
diplomacy was strongly developed by the
imperial powers as early as in nineteenth
century. It mainly existed in the form of
cultural exchange between the elites in the
colonies with the aim of influencing and
developing a soft culture". He describes
cultural diplomacy as a privilege of the
elite of that period [1]. Studies have
shown that the concept of "cultural
diplomacy" in the modern sense changed
in terms of neoliberal "soft power" [2] on
the cultural diplomacy of Arndt. Arndt
describes cultural diplomacy as shaping
and channeling the natural cultural flow
of relations between official diplomats to
advance national interests [3]. But soon
Cumming expanded it to " the exchange
of 1deas, information, art and other
aspects of culture among nations and
their peoples in order to foster mutual
understanding" [4].

The "soft power" advocated by Nye
is the universal appeal of mass culture
embodied in cultural goods and services,
as well as the international impact of the
so-called "ethnic openness" lifestyle, as
well as what he attributed to one of the
political tools of American democracy
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and the values of human rights. The “soft
power” pursued by the state depends not
only on culture, but also on its political
values and foreign policy. Thus, the
cultural tools of diplomacy can be a soft
power resource provided to achieve a
clear certain political goals within a well-
thought-out strategy [5].

Later, with the development of mass
communication technologies and with
the rapid and intense interaction between
the masses, cultural diplomacy has
found its place as an important aspect
of public diplomacy. Public diplomacy
is being promoted as a citizen-centered
form of diplomacy, as opposed to the
standard model. Public diplomacy is now
understood as a transnational process
that can involve not only governments
and their agencies, but also civil society
and/or private sector stakeholders
[6]. Since cultural diplomacy is often
interpreted as a special type or measure
of public diplomacy, it can be said that
the difference between them is somewhat
blurred.

In the US context, the goal of cultural
diplomacy was revealed in The Linchpin
report published in 2005 in response
to the aftermath of the disastrous US
invasion of Iraq. In this report, cultural
diplomacy was portrayed as a key
component of public diplomacy: " the
cultural diplomacy played a high role
in shaping concepts such as sowing
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seeds that can flourish abroad- ideas and
ideals; aesthetic strategies and methods;
philosophical and political arguments;
spiritual perceptions; view of the world.

In addition to the above definitions,
cultural policy during the Cold War has
been recognized as "public broadcasting,
knowledge sharing, cultural programming
and the flow of information or knowledge"
[1].

But Tevdovsky sees this as a super
modernist phenomenon, calling it "new
cultural diplomacy. As a last step in the
analysis of cultural diplomacy, the very
concept of culture should be analyzed.
Tevdovsky perceives culture as a means
of dialogue. Moreover, all cultures are
the product of a long internal dialogue
and mutual compromise within certain
communities and groups [1].

Thus, they are based more on dialogue
than on conflict. Therefore, interaction
and dialogue through culture are a unique
tool for stigmatization, desertion-type
understanding and evaluation, as well as
a deeper and longer-term evaluation.

In general culture provides a unique and
unifying environment for presentation and
interpretation, dialogue and discussion.
But as we see this practical application of
cultural diplomacy has expanded greatly
since that period.

Since  independence = Kazakhstan
immediately has begun to consolidate his
statechood and power in the international
arena. In Kazakhstan special attention
was paid to solving industrial, economic
and other topical issues left after the
collapse of the USSR, while US and
European countries focused on the
use of the modern means and types of
international relations. These countries
followed the interests of their states and
even showed various dominance forces
without the use of military forces. When
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it comes to ways of development of
cultural diplomacy in Kazakhstan the first
thing that comes to mind is large projects
carried out with developed countries, and
events with a vast territory of influence.
Among them first one can note the
international relations developing in the
cultural dimension with the member
countries of the European Union and the
United States. Among bilateral subjects,
projects in the field of education are of
great importance.

The European Union is actively
implementing a project in the field of
higher education called Erasmus+ in
Kazakhstan. Students and teachers of
Kazakh universities travel to European
countries in the framework of academic
mobility programs, where opportunities
for training and internships are provided
at the expense of the European Union.
For instance, between 2014 and 2020
EU allocated €115 million for regional
cooperation projects in Central Asia,
including the Erasmus + program
(Delegation of the European Union to the
Republic of Kazakhstan, 2021). As part
of the Erasmus+ program for study and
internships in Europe more than 2,000
short-term scholarships were provided to
Kazakhstani students and teaching staff,
and for European students about 1000
scholarships to study in Kazakhstan. In
addition, 137 Kazakh undergraduates
received fellowships in a joint master's
program in Europe.

There are almost no research papers
devoted to cultural diplomacy in this area
in Kazakhstan. Many local researchers
discuss about bilateral cooperation in the
field of education, science and culture.
Such cooperation, for example, 1s well
developed with France [7,8]. But again
here, we should accept that many of the
projects are held on the initiative and
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in the interest of France mostly. Topics
of the influence of the different local
ethnic diasporas to the development of
international dialogue and understanding
are studied [9]. Interestingly, there are
some studies devoted to the impact
of culture and Islamic religion to the
neighboring countries’ literature and
languages. Thus there were noted the
impact of Islamic religion to Chinese
literature and writing [10]. But still
many discuss about education as the soft
power of foreign policy of Kazakhstan
[11]. More and more the question of
cultural heritage attracts the interest of
local researchers [12]. In the dimension
of culture, the cooperation with China is
the most widely spread practice. Here the
role of the One Belt One Road project is
found very important by local researchers
[13,14].

However, the use of tools of cultural
diplomacy used by other countries turns
out to be very productive and attractive
within the country. The use of such forms
of diplomacy is undoubtedly increases
the credibility of this state within another
state, enhances its image and attracts to
dialogue.

But actually all these examples refer to
the instruments used by other countries,
where Kazakhstan is the object of the
influence. After all these considerations
the authors aim to study the practices
of cultural diplomacy pursued by
Kazakhstan in other countries and inside
the country. The objectives of the study
are the following: 1) To define the role and
aims of the cultural diplomacy practices
in Kazakhstan; 2) To define in what
areas and ways the practices of cultural
diplomacy are developed in Kazakhstan;
3) To describe the current state of the
cultural diplomacy in Kazakhstan by
concluding the findings into the SWOT-
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analysis.

Methods and materials.

In the study the authors write on the
topic of cultural diplomacy, analyze the
findings of materials available on the
Internet. An examination of information
and news on the website of international
and regional organizations and other
international  organizations of the
cultural space operating on the territory
of Kazakhstan was carried out. The
opinions of Kazakh and foreign scientists
regarding cultural diplomacy were taken
into account. Since the research work
devoted to cultural diplomacy topic
specifically is little in scientific works
of Kazakhstan, definitions and concepts
given by foreign researchers of cultural
diplomacy are given. Before getting
acquainted with the ways of development
of cultural diplomacy in Kazakhstan, the
features and relationship of the concept
of cultural diplomacy with the concepts
of "public diplomacy", "soft power" were
revealed. To achieve the findings of the
study, the method of deductive analysis
was used. There were also used publicly
open representative comparative social
survey findings from global website
www.worldvaluessurvey.org. To design
the whole picture of findings there was
SWOT-analysis presented.

Results and discussion

Kazakhstan participates in  the
establishment of economic stability
and security by means of cultural
diplomacy in the Central Asian region
and worldwide. The bulk of it is in the
field of education. So, with the support
of Kazakhstan on Kazakhstan territory
since 2010 an educational program is
being implemented to train 1,000 Afghan
youth. Kazakhstan allocated 55 million
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US dollars for this project. As part of this
program Afghan youth study in national
and state universities of Kazakhstan in
the field of engineering, medical and
studied agriculture [15].

According to the EU this project is very
effective. This 1s due to the fact that about
90-100% of the youth who studied in
Kazakhstan returned to Afghanistan, and
three-quarters of them are employed in
Afghanistan, the advantage of this project
is that in Kazakhstan, where the majority
of Afghan students are Muslim, they feel in
the same cultural environment as at home.
After this can be seen in the statistics that
they are ready to return to their countries.
And if you visit Europe or other Western
countries, they will stay there. Thus, this
program was highly appreciated by the
EU (According to EU reports) [15,16]. On
the one hand, the project aims to improve
the well-being of Afghan youth, on the
other hand, Kazakhstan put into trouble
itself. Because, in fact, since the arrival
of the Taliban to Afghan government,
Afghan youth studying in higher
educational institutions of Kazakhstan
began to openly declare their intention
to obtain Kazakh citizenship. This is
because, according to them, it is not safe
for them to return to the country. And if
this is a girl then she is negatively titled
“got an education abroad” [17]. It seems
that there are negative views on the part
of society that foreign citizens remain in
Kazakhstan. For example, according to
world value survey held in 2018 58,6 % in
total of respondents think that government
should place strict limits on the number
of foreigners who can come and even
prohibit people coming here from other
countries [18]. Furtherin2019, inresponse
to the proposal of the Government of
the Republic of Kazakhstan, the EU
together with UN Women launched a
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€2 million UNDP program to support
the economic empowerment of Afghan
women. Under this program, Afghan
girls receive higher education in higher
educational institutions of Kazakhstan
and Uzbekistan for further professional
life and is undergo training. Project aims
to build stability and support the social
and economic empowerment of Afghan
women through education and training in
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. With this EU
project intends to strengthen cooperation
and development in the region. Earlier
it was reported that Uzbekistan also
has extensive experience in teaching
Afghan students. Since January 2018, the
Termez educational center in Uzbekistan
has been operating in the border city of
Termez with Afghanistan. Uzbekistan
considers the center an important
initiative in promoting the peace process
in Afghanistan and pays great attention
to its development [19]. Thus, it can be
said that the purpose of these projects is
the establishment of economic stability,
security and peace not only in the land
of Afghanistan, but in general in Central
Asia.

Cultural Diplomacy can be described
as course of actions, which are based on
and utilize the exchange of ideas, values,
traditions and other aspects of culture
or identity. Through this exchange,
relationships between states could be
strengthen, sociocultural cooperation
between states may be enhanced or mutual
national interests could be promoted. As
implied in the explanation of Cultural
Diplomacy [20]. In the development of
cultural diplomacy, it is worth noting the
relations of Kazakhstan with the Turkic
speaking states. In Soviet times, it was
Turkish President Turgyt Ozal, who
intended to cooperate between Turkish
speaking countries. He was the first who
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made an official visit to Russia, Ukraine,
Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan during his
visit to the Soviet Union in March 1991.
Afterthis visit Nursultan Nazarbayev, who
received Ozal's invitation, became the first
President, who made an official visit to
Turkey from the Soviet Turkic-speaking
countries. At that time professor Turan
Yazgan wrote: "the most important thing
is that Turkey and the Turkic-speaking
Soviet republics must first ensure the
unity of language and culture.” Professor
Ali Karaosmanoglu noted that "to ensure
lasting cooperation in the Turkic world,
it is necessary that all these countries
moved to a democratic system, and also
carried out economic reforms. Only after
this the brotherly countries be able to
establish cooperation in every area, and
in the future it is necessary for them to
keep the door open for the Confederation
of Turkic-Speaking Countries” [21]. In
1992, Ankara hosted conference of heads
of countries of Turkic-speaking states. At
this conferencefive Soviet Turkicrepublics
that received sovereignty confirmed that
they intend to strengthen the cooperation
of the Turkic-speaking peoples starting
from this period. First President of
Kazakhstan N.A. Nazarbayev took part
in all meetings of heads of states. And
he writes that “the main condition for the
modernization of a new type is the ability
to preserve one's national code, without
which modernization can become a real
echo”. Thus, in the words of the first
president, "in a thousand-year history,
our original culture for the first time will
break through to all the continents of the
world".

Kazakhstan occupies a special place in
the development of cooperation between
the Turkic speaking peoples. At a meeting
of Turkic leaders held on October 3,
2009 in Nakhichevan, Azerbaijan,
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the First President of Kazakhstan
Nursultan Nazarbayev proposed further
institutionalization of this route. Today
is the day of the summit of the Turkic
Council, which is considered a "birthday".
As a result of this meeting, Kazakhstan,
Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkish
Presidents signed the Nakhichevan
Agreement on the establishment of the
Cooperation Council of Turkic Speaking
States. In October 2011 in Almaty the first
high-level meeting of the Cooperation
Council of Turkic Speaking States was
held. Resultingagreements and documents
ensured the status of the Turkic Council
as a full-fledged international structure.

Starting from 1993, Turksoy as an
international ~ organization  creating
cultural cooperation between Turkic
speaking states was also implemented
at the suggestion of the President of
Kazakhstan. In fact, this organization
can take the place of an international
organization of UNESCO promoting
Western values [22] Organization
TURKSOY conducts activities aimed
at popularizing the culture, literature
and science of the Turkish peoples on an
ongoing basis. In addition, the cultural
capital of the Turkic world is chosen
annually, where meetings of the Turkic
peoples are organized. So, in 2017,
the city of Turkestan received one big
breakthrough, becoming the capital of the
Turkic world. Organization information
service publishes the TURKSOY
magazine, TV and radio broadcasting,
conveys to listeners the values of the
Turkic states.

In 2008, the Parliamentary Assembly
of Turkic Speaking Countries (TurkPA)
was founded. In 2010, at the initiative
of Nursultan Nazarbayev the Turkic
Academy was opened in Astana. In
2012, it received international status and
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it has become the place, where scientific
research is being carried out in the field
of the history of the Turkic world, an
assessment of the role of Turkic-speaking
countries in the global space is being
made. At the suggestion of the head of
state, in 2011 a permanent consultative
and advisory body - the Council of Elders
under the Cooperation Council of Turkic
Speaking States was created. In2019 in the
capital of Kazakhstan, an agreement was
signed on the establishment of the Turkic
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
The possibility of creating the first
joint financial institution of the Turkic-
speaking states - the Turkic investment
integration fund is currently under
discussion. The president of Kazakhstan
Kassymzhomart Tokayev proposed to
place its headquarter on the basis of the
Astana International Financial Center. In
Turkestan international Kazakh Turkic
University named after Khoja Ahmed
Yassawi is being known as the cradle of
the entire Turkic world.

For more than ten years that have passed
since the establishment of the Turkic
Council, this structure has come a long
way in development, playing a significant
role in ensuring the real multifaceted
integration of the countries of the Turkic
world. In 2019, another member of the
"Turkic family" Uzbekistan officially
joined the Turkic Council. And in 2018,
Hungary became an observer in this
organization. All this suggests that the
world of Turkic-speaking states has great
potential in the field of international
relations.

Thus, Kazakhstan here practices
cultural diplomacy through the active
initiation of its involvement in the
formal international institutions and
organizations like Turksoy. Moreover,
Kazakhstan is the international platform
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where these initiatives are implemented
on the basis of international organizations.
Therefore, playing a crucial role in the
cultural cooperation and integration
among other Turkic speaking states.

But there are many problems in the
unification of the Turkic-speaking states.
Here it is impossible not to mention the
influence of Russia on the development
of this trend. It can be said that Russia
negatively influences the mood of its
subordinate republics, which are the
controlling state in the organization
"Turksoy". Currently Turksoy includes
the Republic of Altai, the Republic of
Bashkortostan, Tatarstan, Sakha, Tuva,
Khakassia. November 24, 2015 when
Turkey shot down the Russian SU-24
aircraft, four of these six republics were
forced to cool off their connection with
the Turksoy. Certainly, it was because of
the order of Russian Federation to stop
all relations with the Turksoy. According
to some experts, the situation with
the aircraft turned out to be only the
reason for Russia for the termination of
cooperation within the Turksoy. Surely,
Russia did not like the expansion of
Turkey's influence on the territory of its
subordinate Turkish countries and former
Soviet states. Even Russian politicians
and scientists expressed the opinion that
Turkey pursues real political goals within
the framework of cultural exchange. In
addition, they summarize the idea that
Turkey cannot transfer its remaining
power to ideas such as the reconstruction
of the Turkic Khaganat, as it has been
omitted to the Turkic speaking countries
due to the aggravation of their country's
domestic and foreign policy problems
[23,24].

In continuation of the goals set for this
Turksoy organization, another unique
tool of cultural diplomacy implemented
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by Kazakhstan at present time is the
transition to Latin. Since 1926, the Turkic
speaking states began to solve the issue
of switching to Latin. Until the end of the
1920s, when the Azerbaijanis, Uighurs,
Kyrgyz and Kazakhs switched to this
alphabet, the government of the Soviet
Union, fearing the strengthening of the
Turkic countries, moved the subordinate
states into Cyrillic. The well-known
linguist academician Abduali Kaydarov
noted that the question of the revival
of the Turkic alphabet was recalled on
March 8-10, 1993 at a meeting of Turkic-
speaking states in Ankara. Kaidarov notes
that at the meeting in Ankara scientists
have carefully studied the common Latin
alphabet of Turks in 34 symbols [21].
However, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan and
Turkmenistan prepared the alphabet not
according to the 34-character pattern
adopted after the transition to the Latin
alphabet, but in their own way in a
different pattern. Therefore, today there
is no common Latin alphabet for the
Turkic-speaking peoples. And this is one
of the main conditions for strengthening
solidarity. Therefore, Kazakhstan also
plans to switch to the Latin alphabet to
communicate in the same language with
Turkic speaking states. For Kazakhstan
the transition to Latin is topical. This is
due to the fact that in the age of technology
and Internet, the use of the Latin alphabet
in practice is acceptable. So, in 2017,
Nazarbayev instructed the government
to prepare the Kazakh alphabet based on
the Latin font. In 2017 President of the
Republic of Kazakhstan signed a decree
"on the transfer of the alphabet of the
Kazakh language from Cyrillic to Latin
script.”

By order of the Prime Minister of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, the National
Commission for the Translation of the
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Kazakh Language Alphabet into Latin
script was established. Action plan for
the phased transition of the Kazakh
alphabet to the Latin script developed
until 2025, four working groups have
been created on spelling, methodological,
terminological, technical and information
support. The concept of spelling rules of
the Kazakh alphabet based on the Latin
script has been developed. On the base
of the concept scientists of Baitursynov
Institute of Linguistics developed the
project "New rules of spelling of the
Kazakh language" [25]. However, there
still has been controversy about the
transition to Latin in the society. It takes
a long time to bring the Latin script into
the consciousness of society. There is
also a Russian factor here. Because the
Russians, firstly, are concerned about
the status and position of the Russian
language in Kazakhstan. Secondly, the
transition to Latin in Kazakhstan and
among the elite there are also those who
believe that the presence of nationalistic,
that is, anti-Russian sentiments turns the
attention of Kazakhstan from Russia to
Turkic countries [26]. Thirdly, they say
that great attention to the status of the
Kazakh language began to oust ethnic
Russians from Kazakhstan. And this, in
turn, can lead to interethnic conflicts.
However, at present, thanks to the sound
policy of the government of Kazakhstan
there is no any support of these concerns
inside the population.

One of the brightest examples of
cultural diplomacy carried out on the
initiative and with the support of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, is the Congress
of Leaders of World and Traditional
Religions. The Congress of Leaders of
World and Traditional Religions was held
from 23 to 24 September 2003 for the first
time on the initiative of the First President
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of the Republic of Kazakhstan Nursultan
Nazarbayev. The goals of the Congress
are to search for universal guidelines in
the structures of world and traditional
religions, the implementation of the
dialogue of religions and the adoption of
agreed decisions to ensure the continued
functioning of the international interfaith
institute. The congress identified the
following main priorities: affirmation
of peace, harmony and tolerance as
insurmountable principles of human
existence; achievement of mutual
respect and tolerance between religions,
confessions, nations and ethnic groups;
opposition to the use of religious feelings
of people with the aim of inciting conflicts
and military actions. In Astana between
2003-2018 leaders and prominent
representatives of Islam, Christianity,
Judaism, Buddhism, Shintoism, Taoism
and other traditional religions took
participation in six annual congresses.
In October 2018, the participants of
the VI Congress of Leaders of World
and Traditional Religions proposed
the idea of creating Nazarbayev center
for the development of interfaith and
intercivilizational dialogue. On April
25, 2019 Nazarbayev Center for the
development of inter-confessional and
inter-civilizational dialogue was created
currently Center plays a huge role in
strengthening interreligious, interfaith
and intercultural dialogue in the Republic
of Kazakhstan and the world [27].
According to the Chairman of the Board of
Nazarbayev Center for the Development of
Interfaith and Intercivilizational Dialogue
B. Sarsenbayev, Congress of Leaders
of World and Traditional Religions is a
dialogue platform that has no analogues
in the world. It is proved that this platform
occupies a special place in the global
world in the period of various information
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technology and hybrid wars. With the
help of religious values, it becomes more
and more important to show respect and
tolerance for the cultures and spiritual
riches of civilizations. Preventing the
transformation of religious values into
religious extremism and terrorism is the
task of the congress. Events implemented
within the framework of the congress
are highly evaluated by international
politicians and representatives of world
religions. This, on the other hand, testifies
to the direct influence of Kazakhstan on
increasing its prestige on the world stage.
Also Kazakhstan has great potential
and experience as an organizer of the
Congress of Leaders of World and
Traditional Religions, negotiations on the
Syrian issue, called the Astana process in
international politics [28].

The VII Congress of Leaders of World
and Traditional Religions took place from
14 to 15 September 2022. The purpose of
that congress was to draw attention to the
problems that have welcomed humanity
in post- pandemic times. During a
pandemic, people realized the high
relevance of spiritual and moral values.
And one of the forces capable of conveying
spiritual values to civilizations, peoples is
religion. Even at the present stage, religion
becomes an institution capable of building
a dialogue between the people and the
state. The VII Congress was held in the
age of geopolitical tensions to move into a
period of escalation. The calendar of this
congress was not easy, since the Russian-
Ukrainian and Israeli-Palestinian crises
actively escalated. Nevertheless, at all
stages of the work of the congress, it is
considered not just a platform for religious
issues, but rather a dialogue platform for
issues that concern all of humanity. All
topics in the program of the upcoming
congress are of great importance. Since
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gaining independence, Kazakhstan has
been one of the states adhering to inter-
ethnic inter-confessional harmony. That
1s why Kazakhstan, skillfully fulfilled
the goals set before the Congress of
Leaders of World and Traditional
Religions and became an example for the
world in exchange for an inter-ethnic and
inter-confessional common language.
Accordingto Sarsenbayevtheorganization
and the holding of the VII Congress of
the Leaders of World and Traditional
Religions in Kazakhstan in 2022 and
the arrival and participation of the high-
level guests once again highlighted the
Kazakhstan’s respected position in the
international community and great trust.
He notes that the VII Congress received a
large number of positive responses from
international experts, political observers
and arose considerable interest in local
and world mass [29,30] Experts claim that
Kazakhstan, which has such an honor, is
currently is involved in solving world-
class problems [29].

One of the organizations in Kazakhstan
that aims to strengthen interethnic
harmony, is the Assembly of the People
of Kazakhstan. Assembly of the People of
Kazakhstan was created on the initiative
of the First President of Kazakhstan
N.A. Nazarbayev in 1995. During its
history, the Assembly has grown from a
consultative and advisory body under the
President of the Republic of Kazakhstan
to a constitutional body with a solid
legal basis and socio-political status.

The main purpose of the assembly is the
preservationand developmentofpeaceand
cooperation between peoples and ethnic
groups within the country. Based on the
assembly events and holidays dedicated
to the culture and values of many ethnic
groups living on the land of Kazakhstan in
the regions and territories are organized.
Despite numerous measures and projects
undertaken over almost 30 years, in recent
years, the activities of the Assembly were
criticized both within society and among
some public figures. Such sentiments
were especially aggravated after the new
president came to power and the "January
events". According to these critics much
attention is paid to the implementation of
political decisions rather than establishing
unity within the country, even there were
those who insisted on the dissolution
of the Assembly. According to them
the commonwealth and brotherhood
among the peoples of the Kazakh land
i1s the success of the Kazakh people,
and the Assembly does not influence it
in anyway. In addition, it is noted that
full-fledged work to prevent interethnic
conflicts occurring in the country, is
not carried out. However, despite many
criticisms, we hope that the Assembly has
managed to bring into the consciousness
of society a strong ideology of peace in
the multinational Kazakh land. The main
findings in the development of cultural

diplomacy in Kazakhstan are shown in
Table 1 in SWOT- analysis.

Strengths

Weaknesses

Partially formally institutionalized
Dialogue platform

High assessment of activities of Kazakhstan
in CD

Active player in Central Asia

High prestige of Kazakhstan

Multinational ideology

Unstructured, there is no particular model
Focused on worldwide interests

Highly interconnected with international actors
There is no common language in cooperation
(Turksoy)

Slow change of people’s minds

66

Central Asia's

FAIRS

QUARTERLY ANALYTICAL REVIEW 3(91)2023




Opportunities

Threats

Focus more on national interests

Explore and develop modern tools of CD
Develop fundamental and applied research in
CD

Develop strong cooperation among Turkic
speaking states

Explore the opportunities of using Latin
alphabet in CD

Interethnic conflicts
Impact of Russian factor
World geopolitical influence

Table 1. SWOT- analysis of development of cultural diplomacy in Kazakhstan

Conclusion.

In conclusion, cultural diplomacy in
Kazakhstan is very difficult to assess,
even though it is reflected as a policy
area. Kazakh cultural diplomacy is
aimed at establishment of economic
stability, security and peace in the Central
Asian region and worldwide, solving
or preventing cultural, religious, inter-
ethnic and inter- confessional problems in
establishing relations both internally and
externally and strengthening integration
and cooperation with brotherly states.

Practice of cultural diplomacy in
Kazakhstan is developed by means and
areas of education, language, religion,
culture and 1ideology. Manifestation
of cultural diplomacy in Kazakhstan
1s determined by the following actors
such as international and national
organizations, councils, congresses,
constitutional ~ bodies and  other
institutions. The practice of cultural
diplomacy in Kazakhstan is being
formally institutionalized by involvement
in the multilateral cooperation and
international organizations. Kazakhstan
is known both as an initiator of some
projects in cultural diplomacy and the
part of other states initiatives itself. The
most productive and highly assessed
ways of practices of cultural diplomacy
in Kazakhstan are educational projects,
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cooperation with the Turkic speaking
states, the transition to Latin, the
Congress of Leaders of World and
Traditional Religions and the Assembly
of the People of Kazakhstan. Activities of
cultural diplomacy held in Kazakhstan,
in general, were highly appreciated by
world experts. However, almost all of
these forms of cultural diplomacy face
various problems. As a result of the
study, as an obstacle to the development
of some kind of cultural diplomacy,
one can unequivocally recognize the
"Russian factor". And some which are
developing within the country and hinder
the development of cultural diplomacy
(consciousness of society, political
games, risk of interethnic conflicts).

It can be said that in the development
of certain types of cultural diplomacy,
there is also a lack of own internal
experience of the Kazakh state. This
shows that it is necessary to develop
fundamental scientific and practical
recommendations for the development of
cultural diplomacy.

And at the same time it must be
remembered that the role of cultural
diplomacy in the international arena and
within the country is enormous. Cultural
diplomacy is the most efficient and easiest
way, requiring the least resources of all
diplomacy tools. However, Kazakhstan
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canserveasanexample for other countries
in establishing cultural diplomacy.
Kazakhstan being a dialogue platform
for the whole world is using culture as a
policy tool, pursues an equal policy within
the framework of cultural diplomacy
initiated by other states. Summarizing
the results of the authors' research, it
can be assessed that the development of
cultural diplomacy in Kazakhstan is not
unified and has an unstructured forms of
development. Kazakhstan is exposed to
the forces of external power of cultural
diplomacy instead of internal self-power
exposed to other states. And the nature
of cultural diplomacy is different from
those countries, where mainly national
interests are pursued. Although we
can see some sustainable trend in the
development of some forms of cultural
diplomacy developed mainly with the
involvement of state actors.

Based on the findings of the study
the authors recommend the further
exploration of the development of modern
tools of cultural diplomacy, usage of
fundamental and applied research in
cultural diplomacy in protecting and
pursuingnational interests and developing
the foreign policy of state. One of the
possible successful ways of the further
development of cultural diplomacy can be
seen in strong cooperation among Turkic
speaking states through the development
and support of Latin alphabet. Success
in cultural diplomacy to Kazakhstan is
actually predetermined having a high
prestige in a world arena, being a dialogue
platform and active player in Central
Asia and worldwide. High assessment
of activities of Kazakhstan in cultural
diplomacy is also a great advantage in
development of this part of foreign policy.
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