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Abstract. In this academic article, an attempt is made to present the perception
of Chinese scholars on the development of contemporary processes in Central Asia
and the policies of foreign states and unions in the region in the context of changing
international and regional dynamics.

The research results shed light on the existing perceptions within Chinese academic
circles regarding the current state and trajectory of Central Asian countries' relations
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with foreign actors, ongoing geopolitical changes, the process of strengthening intra-
regional cooperation, and a significant shift in China's foreign policy in Central Asia.

Keywords: Central Asia, China, geopolitical competition, constructive
cooperation, SCO, BRI, community of common destiny, summit.

OPTAJIBIK ABUSIIATBI 3AMAHAYHY MPOLECCTEP KOHE
BIHTBIMAKTACTBIK "KAHFBIPY KE3EHIH/IET'T
AMMAKTAFBI KbITAY TATIJIOMATHUSACEHI

Bbepik Ta0b1n0aeB, Kaiipar A0apaxmanoB, CBetriiana Koxxuposa,
Tamepaan AKHUSA30B

Anpgarna. bynreuteivu Mmakasa Kertait FansivaapsiabiH OpTaiblk A3usgarsl 3aMa-
HayH MPOIIECTEP/IIH JaMYybl JKOHE XaIbIKapaJIbIK )KOHE alfMaKThIK KOHBIOHKTYPaHBIH
e3repyl JKargailblHIa IIET MEMIIEKETTep MEH YHWbIMIap TapalblHaH aiiMakra
KYPTi3UTiI OTBIPFaH casicaTblHA KATBICThI TYCIHIKTEPIH YCHIHABI.

3eprrey HoTHkenepi KeitaitiblH FeUThIMU TONITaphIHAA OpTaNBIK A3US eIIepiHIH
HIETENIIK aKTOPIapPMEH KapbIM-KaThIHACBIHBIH ©3€KT1 Mocesenepl MEH MEH OarbIT-
Taphbl, OOJIBIIT JKATKaH F'e0CasCH o3repicTep, alMaKIIIIiK ©3apa 1C-KUMBLIbI HBIFANUTY
npoteci xoHe KXP-apiH OpTanbik A3usiFa KaTbICThI CHIPTKBI CasicaTbIHIAFbI €J1eyIl
e3repicTep Typajbl KAJIBINTACKAH MIKIpJIEp/Al aHbIKTayFa MyMKIHAIKTEP Oepe/i.

Tyitin cozoep: Opmanvix Azus, Keimati, 2ceocascu 6acexkenecmik, KOHCMpPYKMuUemi
e3apa ic-gumsin, LIIBI¥, 5)KBb, 6ip mazovlp Ko2amoacmulavl, CAMMUM.

COBPEMEHHBIE TPOIIECCHI B IEHTPAJIBHOM A3UU U
AUITJIOMATHUSA KUTASA B PETHOHE B 21I10XY
OBHOBJIEHUSA COTPYIHUYECTBA

bepuk TadbinOaeB, Kaiipar Aoapaxmanos, Ceeriiana Koxuposa,
Tamepiaan AKHUA30B

AHHoOTaums. B3Tol HayyHOH CTaThe JeNaeTCsA MONbITKA IPEICTABUTH BOCIIPUATUE
KUTalCKUX YUYEHBIX Pa3BUTHUsI COBPEMEHHBIX mpolieccoB B lleHTpasnbHONW A3nu U
IPOBOJAUMOI B PErvOHE MOJIUTUKU MHOCTPAHHBIX TOCYAAPCTB U OOBEIUHEHUN B
YCJIOBUAX U3MEHEHUSI MEKAYHAPOAHON U PETMOHAIBHON KOHBEKTYPBI.

HccnenoBanue Mmpu3BaHO MPOJUTh CBET HA MMEIOIIMECS B HAYyYHBIX Kpyrax
Kurtas npeacrtaBieHusi 00 akTyallbHOM COCTOSSHUM U TPEKE OTHOIICHUN CTpaH
[entpanbHOil A3uu € 3apyOeKHBIMU aKTOPAMHU, IPOUCXOASIIUX T€OMOTUTHIECKUX
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M3MEHEHUSX, MPOIIECCe YKPEIUICHUST BHYTPUPETHOHATIBHOTO B3aUMOJICUCTBUSA U
CyliecTBeHHOM ciBure Bo BHelHel nonutuke KHP B [TA.

Knwueesvie cnoea: llenmpanvhnas Asusa, Kumaili, eeononumuueckoe conephu-
yecmeo, KoHcmpykmuenoe gzaumooeticmeue, LLIOC, OIIOII, coobwecmeo eduroii

CyObObL, CaMMUM.

Introduction

The rapid changes in the international
environment surrounding Central Asia
and China, observed over the past
few years, are creating conditions for
strengthening relations among the six
states. A significant achievement in this
process is the elevation of interaction
levels to the format of a summit of heads
of states of China and Central Asia. At
the first meeting of the region’s leaders in
May 2023 in the ancient Chinese capital
city of Xian, guidelines for future
cooperation were formulated. The choice
of location was not accidental, as it is
from this city that the Great Silk Road
was started more than 5,000 years ago.

Fidelity to history and traditions
regarding the revival of this important
route for the region and the continent as
a whole aims to emphasize the scale and
completeness of intentions, both for the
population of China and for the peoples
familiar with the history of the Great
Silk Road.

Among the key changes in recent
years, the Chinese academic circles
give particular attention to the definitive
official withdrawal of NATO forces from
Afghanistan in August 2021, the onset of
the Russian-Ukrainian military conflict
in February 2022, the escalation of tension
in the Taiwan Strait, the intensification
of competition between the USA and
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China, as well as internal upheavals in
Central Asia. Under the influence of
these factors, the region is witnessing the
development of the following important
trends

Firstly, there is a strengthening of
geopolitical competition among major
actors in Central Asia due to the
exacerbation of the Russian-Ukrainian
crisis. In the unfolding conditions in the
region, countries such as Turkey, the
European Union, the United States, and
other players have noticeably intensified
their efforts to advance their own
interests. Meanwhile, the Central Asian
republics maintain a course towards a
balanced foreign policy.

Secondly, there is a strengthening of
intra-regional ties among the countries
of Central Asia, commonly referred to
as regional integration, as a collective
response to the changing international
and regional landscape. This trend
1s accompanied by an increase in the
region’s independence and autonomy in
developing relations with non-regional
actors.

Thirdly, there is a significant shift in
China’s external policy focus on Central
Asia. There is a transition from the
traditional approach of being an “external
observer” to engaging in ‘“‘constructive
interaction,” along with an elevation in
the level of cooperation among the six
countries to regular meetings of the

9



heads of these states.

Amidst these ongoing changes, China
and the Central Asian states maintain
their course towards strengthening
and deepening cooperation, aiming
to overcome new challenges and seek
opportunities to promote sustainable
development.

Research Methods

The research methods employed in the
preparation of this paper involved the use
of systematic and comparative analysis
of materials and data obtained during the
search and monitoring of Chinese sources
regarding current processes in Central
Asia. The systematic method enabled an
assessment of the international political
processes in Central Asia and China over
recent years.

A content analysis was conducted on
sources containing information about
cooperation results among countries,
officially reached agreements, and plans
for further development. Evaluating
these results allows for conclusions to be
drawn regarding the ongoing processes
of modernization in this context.

“The New Great Game” in Central
Asia

Unprecedented changes in
contemporary international and regional
processes contribute to the growth
of competition among major foreign
actors vying for expanded influence
in Central Asia. In history, the rivalry
for dominance in the Central Asian
space was known as the “Great Game,”
which took place in the late 19th and

10

early 20th centuries between the British
and Russian Empires. Contemporary
processes in the region are referred to as
the “New Great Game.” [1] Considering
increasing geopolitical turbulence, there
is a noticeable escalation in its intensity
and complexity. [2]

In The New Great Game, the influence
of the Russian Federation in Central Asia
remains strong. With the onset of military
actions in Ukraine, the significance of
the Central Asian region for Moscow has
increased. The Central Asian republics
are not only important economic and
political partners but also hold strategic
significance in terms of ensuring the
security of Russia’s southern borders. [3]

The United States has increased the
importance of its Central Asian foreign
policy vector due to the loss of positions
in Afghanistan, the onset of the war in
Ukraine, and the heightened tension
in U.S.-China relations. In the current
geopolitical realities, the USA is utilizing
various mechanisms of cooperation with
Central Asian countries to pull them
towards its side and play a leading role in
the region for countering China. [2]

The European Union is intensifying
steps to strengthen cooperation with
the Central Asian republics in political,
energy, and transportation spheres. In
these new realities, the EU’s escalation of
interaction with Central Asian countries
aligns with the natural needs of the EU in
preserving the stability of transportation
corridors and energy supplies. However,
there are indications of the European
side’s aspirations to expand its presence
in the Central Asian region while Russia’s
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attention has shifted towards the Western
direction. [4]

Among the non-regional actors, the
Republic of Turkey holds the fourth
position in terms of influence on Central
Asia, following Russia, the EU, and
China. The escalation of the conflict in
Ukraine in 2022 significantly impacted
Turkey’s strategy, prompting more
decisive actions in the region. [5]

The increased role of Turkey as a
mediator in the processes surrounding
the Russian-Ukrainian crisis has led to
the integration of what is conventionally
called a “give-and take tactics” into its
foreign policy philosophy concerning
Moscow. This approach assists Russia
in matters unrelated to Central Asia,
expecting in return a silent position from
Russia regarding Turkey’s actions in
advancing its own interests in bilateral
relations with Central Asian states in
military, energy, and political fields.

Following the onset of the Russian-
Ukrainian crisis, significant efforts
by Ankara have also been directed
towards promoting a multilateral format
of interaction with the countries in
the region within the Organization of
Turkic States (OTS). Despite the limited
agenda of this regional structure, it
will undoubtedly lead its members to a
dispersal of attention and distract them
from regional economic cooperation
issues within the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO). [6]

Summarizing this section, the research
by Chinese scholars concludes that a
new stage of geopolitical competition
has evolved in the region due to NATO’s
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withdrawal from Afghanistan, the
escalation of the military conflict in
Ukraine, and the heightened tensions
between the United States and China. In
this New Great Game, they highlight the
following main tendencies in the foreign
policy of foreign states.

First, a decrease 1n Russia’s
involvement in Central Asian processes
after the start of the Russian-Ukrainian
conflict. However, Russia’s predominant
position in the region continues to be
preserved. Other countries use these
circumstances to expand their ties with
the Central Asian republics.

Second, the United States is gradually
strengthening its connections with
Central Asia in the new conditions.
One of Washington’s main objectives
in the region is to create conditions for
containing China’s development through
neighbouring countries.

Third, the European Union, faced with
new fundamental challenges concerning
energy resource imports and the
redistribution of cargo flow from China
to the EU via overland transportation
routes, 1S expanding cooperation with
Central Asian countries. In the political
field, the parties also show an interest in
elevating their interaction to a new level.

Fourth, the Republic of Turkey adeptly
utilizes its position as a mediator in the
Russian-Ukrainian conflict to implement
a “give-and take tactics” with Russia,
aiming for progressive advancement of
its interests in Central Asia.

On their part, the Central Asian

republics, amidst the intensifying
geopolitical competition, strive to
11



maintain a balanced position in their
foreign policy [3]. They advocate
for upholding the principles of the
United Nations and the supremacy of
international law. These nations are
committed to developing mutually
beneficial cooperation with all interested
states and are not inclined to take sides or
align with any particular party.

Integration Processes in Central
Asia

At the current stage, one of the
significant trends in Central Asia is the
revival of intra-regional integration.
Changes in the security architecture
around the region have prompted the
five states to address mutual support for
overcoming common external challenges
and threats, as well as preserving
independence and territorial integrity.

Regarding the institutional
understanding of integration among the
Central Asia countries, there is currently
no clear definition of this process and its
organizational goals. However, judging
by the content and substance of this
interaction format, it encompasses areas
such as politics, economics, security,
cultural-humanitarian ties, and other
aspects. In a broader sense, this process
can be termed as the regional cooperation
of Central Asian republics.

The ongoing integration in Central
Asia is accompanied by the development
of two significant trends. [7] Firstly,
there is an increasing awareness of
a common regional identity. Each
Central Asian republic understands
that interacting with foreign states and
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international organizations as a unified
region enhances their international
influence, allows for increased global
recognition, strengthens their position
on the international stage, and facilitates
collaboration with interested parties.
This has led to the emergence of the
C5+1 format, which has found broad
application in developing relations with
non-regional actors. In 2023, China and
the United States successively elevated
the level of this format to meetings of
heads of states.

The second trend involves
strengthening the independence and
autonomy of the region. Considering the
historical development of the Central
Asian republics, other states regarded
them, to a greater or lesser extent, as zones
of influence. However, this perception is
gradually weakening. The restoration
of integration within the Central Asian
space 1s one manifestation of this trend.

Following the escalation of the
Russia-Ukraine crisis, the Central Asian
states maintained close relations with
their northern neighbour. However, the
countries of the region also demonstrated
greater autonomy in  enhancing
cooperation with other players in
politics, economics, and security. They
have become more actively involved
in creating favourable conditions to
increase connectivity with other regions
of the world through infrastructure
development and transport routes.

Taking into account the increased
external risks developed after February
2022, three important trends stand out in
the foreign policies of the Central Asian
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republics. Firstly, a shift away from
perceiving the geopolitical belonging of
the region’s countries to the post-Soviet
space. Secondly, the aspiration to change
external political paradigms formed in the
earlier years of independence. Thirdly,
the movement towards developing a
regional foreign policy strategy that pays
greater attention to the region’s interests
and independence.

All of the above indicates that in an
attempt to overcome new challenges, the
Central Asian countries are becoming
more active in shaping the regional
order and independently expanding
cooperation with all interested parties.

Chinese academic circles adopt a
relatively  sceptical view regarding
the prospects of integration among
the Central Asian countries, pointing
to significant differences in their
internal situations, political cultures,
national interests, and weak economic
interconnectedness. They emphasize the
necessity of involvement of neighbouring
major states. The scholars believe that
achieving deeper integration seems
unlikely without it. [7]

China’s Relations with Central
Asian Countries at the Present Stage

As a result of internal crises within
and between the Central Asian republics,
China’s diplomacy is shifting from the
traditional approach of being an “external
observer” to a policy of ‘“constructive
interaction” [9], along with elevating the
Central Asia-China format to the level of
regular meetings between heads of states.

The internal disruptions in Central
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Asia in 2022, including the so-called
“January events” in Kazakhstan, the
border conflict between Kyrgyzstan
and Tajikistan, and the “protests in
Karakalpakstan™ in Uzbekistan, have
to some extent influenced China’s re-
evaluation of its foreign policy in the
region. Traditionally, China’s support
for peace, stability, and development in
neighbouring countries aligns with its
national interests [10].

The transition to “constructive
interaction” implies China’s readiness
to provide the necessary assistance
to neighbouring countries in times of
instability and their need for external
aid, all while adhering to principles of
sovereignty, territorial integrity, and
international law.

China sees the application of this
approachasparticularlynecessaryincases
where disruptions have extraterritorial
implications and pose a threat not only
to national but also regional security.
This shift also reflects China’s growing
awareness of its increased responsibilities
and capabilities as a major power.

China’s contribution to ensuring
stability and development in the region is
significant concerning the improvement
of the security situation in the Xinjiang
Uygur Autonomous Region of China.
This is primarily addressed through three
main pillars of China’s foreign policy in
Central Asia: the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), and the China+5 Central
Asian Countries format. Strengthening
ties with neighbouring countries through
these tools has substantially enhanced the
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socio-economic situation in the western
part of China [11].

In this New Great Game in Central
Asia, China is pursuing its own policy.
China’sresponse to increased competition
in the region, along with the adjustments
made by Beijing in the Central Asian
direction as mentioned above, involves
increasing interaction with the five
republics to the highest level — through
regular meetings between heads of states.
Specific directions and future goals of
this multilateral format are outlined
in the Xi’an Declaration, fundamental
agreements, and cooperation initiatives
adopted following the first China-Central
Asia Summit in May 2023.

Amid the evolving geopolitical
situation in the region, understanding
China’s current and future foreign policy
vector and its position in Central Asia is
essential. At the summit in May 2023,
Chinese President Xi Jinping articulated
the wvision for processes in Central
Asia focusing on stability, prosperity,
harmony, interconnectedness, as well
as the conceptual basis for ensuring
sustainable regional development and
bilateral relations — the Community
of Common Destiny for China and
Central Asia. This concept comprises
four main directions, including mutual
assistance and support, promoting joint
development, ensuring comprehensive
security, and strengthening centuries-old
friendship [12].

The summit’s final documents also
reflect institutional development and
various areas of cooperation within
the new China-Central Asia format.
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The parties agreed on creating meeting
mechanisms at the ministerial level for
key and priority cooperation spheres and
exploring the possibility of establishing
a Secretariat for China-Central Asia.
The defined areas of interaction include
trade, economics, transportation, energy,
innovation, science, technology, and
inter-civilizational dialogue.

Considering the aforementioned, it
can be stated that China’s relations with
Central Asian countries, amidst increased
geopolitical turbulence and internal
upheavals in the region, are entering a
fundamentally new level. In addition to
establishing a mechanism for regular
meetings between the heads of the six
states, participants in the multilateral
format have reached  significant
agreements on creating new interaction
institutions, further expanding and
deepening cooperation in various fields,
signifying consensus on the necessity of
strengthening cooperation and serving as
a collective response to new international
and regional challenges.

Overall, influenced by ongoing
changes, the six countries in the
region maintain their course towards
further strengthening and deepening
cooperation to overcome new challenges
and seek opportunities for sustainable
development. The current vision of
China’s Central Asian foreign policy
vector can be described by the words of
Chinese President Xi Jinping: “...China’s
relations with Central Asian countries
are based on deep historical roots, driven
by genuine demand, and possess a strong
social foundation. In the new era, they
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are full of vigorous vitality” [12].

Conclusion

An analysis of scientific papers and
sources authored by Chinese political
scientists and experts allows for an
understanding of the prevalent vision
and comprehension of the contemporary
developments in Central Asia and
China’s diplomacy in the region during
this era of renewed interaction. Chinese
scholars  frequently  highlight key
trends in the Central Asian region: the
rise of geopolitical competition, the
strengthening of intra-regional ties, and
the enhancement of regional cooperation
with China.

The final part of the research also
underscores the importance of including
some conclusions and recommendations
by Chinese scholars that consider the
aforementioned regional trends:

* Changes in the configuration around
Central Asia and the intensification
of geopolitical competition among
major players pose risks to future
stability in the region. [3]

» Effectively countering U.S. and
Western efforts to contain China’s
development from the territory of
Central Asian states requires China
to continue promoting the Belt and
Road Initiative, offering timely
support to neighbouring countries
for economic development and
ensuring social stability. [2]

* Turkey’s influence on Central Asia
i1s expected to gradually increase
in the near future. This may pose
a challenge to the established
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relationships between major players
in the region. China should pay
special attention to this issue,
considering the potential increase
in competition between Beijing
and Ankara, and possibly make
adjustments to its foreign policy in
Central Asia. [5]

* The current state of the political
situation and security in the region
can be described as stable. Regional
countries are taking quite active
and effective measures to overcome
external shocks, implementing
structural reforms aimed at solving
social issues and improving people’s
lives. [3]

* Improving China’s relations with
Central Asia in the coming decade
requires strengthening interaction
with the Central Asian republics to
enhance the sense of a community
of shared destiny and increase
the level of institutionalisation of
bilateral cooperation. [11]

The main limitations of the
presented work are the analysis based
solely on public scientific works by
Chinese scholars, which are open and
accessible to the wider public, and the
contemporary nature of the considered
trends, influenced by rapidly evolving
processes and a dynamic international
environment.
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Abstract. The Republic of Korea plays one of the leading roles in the global economy
and is a dynamically developing country. As one of the key elements of South Korea's
success, many researchers in their works note the so-called concept of "soft power".
The strategy of the contemporary notion of "soft power" of the Republic of Korea is
based on the dissemination of traditional cultural values and pop culture. South Korea
places a great emphasis on the "soft power" of culture, which helped it shape a positive
image and create its South Korean attractive brand on the world stage.

The main focus of this paper is to examine the essence of the Korean popular culture
and its implementation in Central Asian states. Toward this objective, this research
first explores the emergence and diffusion of Korean popular culture, especially with
regards to globalization, soft power and value change. Further, its impact on CA will be
considered in different perspectives. The research concludes that the implementation of
Korean popular culture works as an efficient ‘soft power’ policy instrument for South
Korea's cultural diplomacy.

Keywords: K-pop, Korean popular culture, soft power, Central Asia, South Korea.
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Aiinamke3 bakbiT:kanoBa, Jlazzar Tysnemona

Anpaarna. Kopes PecniyOnukach! onem ik 5KOHOMHUKaIa )KETEKII peaepaid OipiH
aTKapaThlH KOHE KapKbIHIbI JaMbIN Kelie jkaTKaH MemiiekeT. OHTycTik KopesHblH
KETICTITIHIH HETI3r1 AJeMEHTTepiHiH Oipl peTiHae KemTereH 3epTTeyuliep o3
eHOCKTEpIHJIEC «OKYMCaK KYII» YFBIMBIH ataiinbl. Kopes PecryOGnukachlHBIH Ka3ipri
3aMaHFbI «OKYMCAaK KYIID» CasiCAaTBIHBIH CTPATETUSCHI TOCTYPJIi MOJICHU KYHIBUIBIKTAP
MEH MOIM-MJJIEHUETTI TaparyFa Herizaenred. OHTycTik Kopest MoieHUeTIHIH «OKYMCaK
KYIIIiHEe» YJIKeH MoH Oepei, OyJ1 OHbIH OH MMHUJIKIH KaJIBIITACThIPYFa JKOHE dJIEMIIK
apeHa/a e31H1H OHTYCTIK KOPESIIBIK TApTHIM/IBI OpEHIIH KYpyFa KOMEKTeCy/Ie.

OcBbI )KYMBICTBIH 0acThl OaFbITHl KOPEHITIIK MOACHUETTIH MOHI MeH OHBIH OpTasbiK
A3us ennepiHie Ky3ere achIpbUTYBIH 3epTTey OonbIn TaObutanel. OChl MaKcaTKa
colikec, OYJI 3epTTey aJlIbIMEH KOPEMIIIK MON MOJIEHUETTIH Naia 00aybl MEH Tapa-
JybIH, )KOHE OHBIH aJIbII KEJIT€H ©3repICTepiH 3epTTel 1. Opl Kapail, oHbIH OpTaibiK
Azusira ocepi TY Il TYPFbIIAH KapacThIPhLIAIBL.

Tyuiin co3oep: K-pop, xopeuinik maunviman maoenuem, sxcymcax Kyam, Opmanvig
Aszus, Oymycmix Kopes

K-ION KAK ITABHbIMf THCTPYMEHT KOPEHCKOH
«MSITKOM CHJIbI» B IEHTPAJIBHOM A3UH

Aiinamke3 bakbiT:kaHoBa, JIaz3zat Tynemona

AHHoTanus. Pecniy6nmka Kopest urpaet ogHy u3 BeIylIIuX posieii B MEPOBOM KO-
HOMUKE W SIBIISIETCS TMHAMHYHO Pa3BHBAIOLICICS CTpaHOM. B KauecTBE OXHOroO M3
KJIFOUEBBIX 3J1eMeHTOB ycrnexa FOxnoit Kopen MHorue uccrienoBareiu B CBOUX pado-
Tax OTMEYAIOT TaK Ha3bIBAEMYIO KOHIEIIHUIO «MATKON cuiib». CTpaTerus cOBpeMeH-
HOT'O MOHATHUS «MsTKoW cuibl» Pecnybnuku Kopest ocHOBaHa Ha pacnpocTpaHEeHUU
TPaJUIIMOHHBIX KYJIBTYPHBIX IIEHHOCTEH W momn-KynbTyphl. FOxHas Kopes mpugaet
OO0JIBIIOE 3HAYEHUE «MATKOW CUJIe» KYJIBTYPbI, KOTOpas moMoria e copMupoBatTh
MOJIOKUTENBHBIN UMUK U CO3/1aTh MPUBJIEKATEIbHBIN H0XKHOKOpPEHUCKUI OpeHJ Ha
MHPOBOU apeHe.

OCHOBHOE BHMMAHHUE B JAHHOW CTaTh€ YAENSETCS MCCICAOBAHUIO CYIIHOCTH KO-
pENCKOM TON-KYJIBTYPBI U €€ peanu3aluuu B rocyaapctBax LlentpansHoit Azun. [ns
JOCTHKEHU S 3TOU 1eJIN JaHHOE UCCIIEOBAHKUE CHaYala UCCIENYeT BOSBHUKHOBEHUE H
pacnpocTpaHEeHUE KOPEHUCKON MOMN-KyJIbTYpPbl, 0COOCHHO B TOM, YTO KacaeTcs rioba-
JA3alUK, MSTKOW CUJIBI U U3MEHEHU S LIeHHOCTer. J[anee ero BiusHue Ha LlenTpans-
HYI0 A3UI0 OyZIeT pacCMOTPEHO C pa3HbIX TOYeK 3peHus. B uccnenoBanun nenaercs
BBIBOJI, YTO BHEJPEHUE KOPEHCKOU MOM-KYJIBTYphl paboTaeT kKak 3((HEKTUBHBIN WH-
CTPYMEHT NOJUTHUKH «MITKOM CHIIBD JJIsl KyJAbTypHOU auniomaruu FOxuoi Kopeun.

Kniouegwvie cnosa: K-non, xopeuickas nonyuiapuas Kyavmypa, mazkas cuia, Llen-
mpanvras Azus, FOxcuasa Kopes.
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Introduction

In just a few decades, South Korean
culture has taken the world by storm.
Since the country’s democratization in the
late 1980s, it started the global spread of
its culture. Hallyu, or the ‘Korean wave’
of culture, especially Korean popular
music (K-pop) has been a deliberate
tool of soft power [1]. South Korea isn’t
alone in this; many countries invest in
cultural councils and exchanges partly
to strengthen diplomatic aims. However,
the South Korean government’s push for
cultural power has had remarkably quick
success.

It is obvious that there is a list of K-pop
acts which have already established
dominance in Asia, particularly in
Central Asia. From fashion to television to
music, South Korea has blossomed into a
cultural force in the region. Young people
in Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan view Korea
as the new “cool” country. Underneath the
shiny veneer of rainbows, dancing, drama,
pop hooks, and compulsory cuteness lies
a force that could affect everything from
perceptions of nationality to regional
beauty standards [2]. Though many
authors have praised K-pop’s soft power
potential, it is important to qualify how
such influence could be realized.

The South Korean popular music draws
an ultimate attention as it is spreading
as a storm and different changes in
social and political sphere are emerging.
So, what changes have occurred since
Korean popular music appeared in the
CA region will be examined in this
research. Moreover, this paper will cover
the attitude and perception of fans of
Korean pop-music towards South Korea
and will test the argument if the K-pop’s
distraction may be an influential soft
power of a country regarding its cultural
diplomacy.
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Studies on Korean wave refer to the
significantly increased popularity of
South Korean culture around the world.
Kim writes that the term was coined in
China in mid-1999 by Beijing journalists
surprised by the fast growing popularity
of Korean entertainment and culture in
China [3]. Broadly speaking, it can be
said that the popularity of Korean pop
music and television soap operas in China
and Taiwan sparked the Korean wave
abroad. Since then, the boom of Korean
popular cul—ture in the neighboring Asian
countries has remarkably increased and
significantly penetrated them over the
past several years, and in the years 2000
through 2002, according to Hyejung and
Sue Jin Lee, “the Korean wave moved
forward to diverse parts of Asia, including
Southeast and Central Asia, and therefore
this wave reached an active penetration
stage” [4-5].

The scope of the literature consists
articles and books, official web-sites on
flow of Korean Wave and Korean soft
power diplomacy. However, while telling
Korean wave only Korean popular culture
and its spread in Central Asian Region
are taken into account. Although there
are plenty of literature on Korean Wave
and its growing importance all over the
world, an official information (articles,
books) relating its spread in Central Asia
can hardly be found. In this case, I believe
that this topic needs a future research.

Considering the importance of the
K-pop spread to Asians Doobo claims that
it is especially meaningful for the Korean
government “since the country’s national
image has not always been positive in
neighboring countries” [6, p. 6]. Lee
depicts many Asians did not know much
about South Korea or knew only a few
simple, often stereotypical things about
this country. Images associated with South
Korea were negative and related to events
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such as the Korean War, cycles of poverty
and political instability [5]. These negative
images have diminished dramatically due
to modern entertainers, new technology,
and the image of contemporary South
Korean lives through dramas and movies.
The impact of the Korean wave has not
only permeated popular culture but is
also a measure of positive lifestyle for
many Asian people [7].

By the way, the Republic of Korea
is considered to be among the leading
places to use soft power in its external
policy. As for Central Asia, Korean
official electronic journal, Donga.com
pronounces that Hallyu, or the Korean
Wave, has swept not only Korea's major
trading partners such as China, Japan, the
U.S. and France, but also far-off countries
in Central Asia [8]. The influence of
Korean pop culture in Central Asia is the
most pronounced in Kazakhstan. Popular
cultural items in Kazakhstan instantly
spread to neighboring countries including
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and
Turkmenistan. Olivia and Bondas give
several points on why Korean soft power
affects Central Asian countries: the
experience of overcoming economic crisis,
business, medical tourism, educa—tion,
traditional and popular culture [9]. Jon
Simons argues that though K-pop videos
and K-drama often contain very little true
“Korean-ness,” the receiver can quickly
consume the product and still recognize
its Korean “coolness.” That’s why K-pop
became well-known among the youth of
CA states [10].

Observers generally agree that the most
likely explanations for the popularity of
South Korean shows, singers, and movies
throughout Central Asia include South
Korea’s high-income levels, business, the
close cultural proximity and education
and a new image of “cool” Korea. As
a result of these and other economic
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developments, “South Korea is now the
twelfth largest economy in the world,
and its entertainment companies are
able to finance shows and movies with
production values much higher than in
most of Asia” [7].

Methods and Results of Study

The work draws on several
methodological  approaches.  Firstly,
critical analysis of the literature and
resources relating Korean Wave and
its diffusion in the world, particularly
in CAR is done. Secondly, quantitative
study (survey) to measure Korean music
supporters in Kazakhstan was conducted.
Also, when writing the paper, such
scientific method as structural approach
in determining the implementation of
K-pop in CA states was used.

The research results that the
implementation of Korean popular
culture works as an efficient ‘soft power’
policy instrument for South Korea's
cultural diplomacy. Korean popular
culture has spread to CA states, mostly
to Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan because
of the Korean diasporas living there
since 1930-s. Countries of Central Asia
view Korea as a model of implementing
its “soft power” diplomacy. Meanwhile,
young people of all five countries has a
great image of being ‘cool’ from k-pop
and their supporters becoming more
and more year by year. Tendencies of
changing lifestyle, taste for food and an
ultimate will to become and look alike
k-pop celebrity is growing rapidly.

The Role of Korean Wave as a ‘Soft
Power’ Instrument in the Foreign
Policy of South Korea

In modern international relations, "soft
power" is an important component of a
successful foreign policy. The concept of
“soft power”, introduced into scientific
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circulation by Harvard University
professor Joseph Nye in 1990, implies the
ability to achieve a set goal by influencing
the behavior of other factors, not through
coercion, but through cooperation and
persuasion [11]. In foreign policy, "soft
power" is used by the United States,
China, Japan, South Korea, Great Britain,
Turkey, India and a number of other states
The Republic of Korea turned to the
concept of "soft power" about twenty years
ago. It was then that the Korean nation
first seriously considered the importance
of cultural technologies and public
diplomacy in promoting an attractive
image of the country on the world stage.
President Kim Yong Sam recognized the
exceptional importance of the national
cultural identity, its popularization abroad
in the face of growing globalization and
international economic rivalry [12].

The modern strategy of "soft power"
of South Korea is based not only on
the promotion of national culture and
traditional cultural values, but also the
state of the Republic of Korea is actively
engaged in the distribution of products
of the pop industry. V.O. Zhidkov in his
work "Elements of the South Korean soft
power" writes that: "We cannot fail to
note the country's efforts in exporting its
culture - from kimchi to K-pop (Korean
pop) [13]. The peculiarity of Korean pop
culture is that it combines both elements
of traditional Asian culture and Western
culture, which allows to talk about it as
a mixed nature. Thanks to such a unique
nature, Korean pop culture is interesting
and at the same time such combination
is the key to its success. Already starting
around the 1990s, Korean culture has
been gaining worldwide popularity step
by step.

Such a phenomenon as "hallyu" or
"Korean wave" first appeared after the
establishment of diplomatic relations
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between the Republic of Korea and the
PRC in 1992. From 1992 to 1997 many
Korean movies and TV shows have been
shown on Chinese television. Since 1997,
the broadcasting of the program "Seoul
Music Agency" started in Beijing and
the Korean, especially dance, music has
become popular among young people.
When referring to the success of Korean
mass culture in the Korean media,
the term "hallyu" or "Korean wave"
has been widely used [14]. In 2009, J.
Nye characterized this phenomenon as
follows: “... in the late 1990’s saw the rise
of “Hallyu,” or “the Korean wave” — the
growing popularity of all things Korean,
from fashion and film to music and cuisine
... As a result, South Korea is beginning
to design a foreign policy that will allow
it to play a larger role in the international
institutions and networks that will be
essential to global governance” [15].
"Korean wave" has also contributed to the
building of diplomatic relations between
the Republic of Korea and other states.
Examples include Korea Foundation,
such events as Korean oral speech
contest, a series of lectures on Korea,
bilateral forums, musical performances
of traditional Korean music in a modern
way, etc. [16].

In one of his works on the "soft
power" of the Republic of Korea, J. Nye
said: "The Republic of Korea has an
exceptional potential of "soft power", as
it has an extremely successful experience
of economic development, modernization
and technological breakthrough, as well
as a highly developed democratic political
system with a deferred mechanism for the
peaceful transition of power from party
to party, ensuring universal protection
of human rights and freedoms” [12, 15].
The strategy of the modern concept of
"soft power" of the Republic of Korea is
based on the dissemination of traditional
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and modern cultural values. For example,
the phenomenon considered in this paper
as the "Korean wave" is very popular in
many countries.

To sum, The Republic of Korea places
a great emphasis on culture, which can be
explained by the cultural peculiarities of
the countries of the Far East. For Asian
countries, culture, especially traditional,
has a high value due to its uniqueness and
great difference from the culture of other
countries. Therefore, to date, culture as
one of the elements of "soft power" of
South Korea is one of the most developed
and actively used by the state. Thanks to
such a phenomenon as "Korean wave",
the Korean lifestyle, Korean fashion,
Korean cuisine, etc. became popular. The
main achievement was the formation of
a positive image and the creation of its
South Korean attractive brand on the
world stage. The creation of a positive
image and attractive brand makes it
possible for South Korea to implement
its national interests without conflicts, to
pursue foreign policy without the threat
of using force and confrontation.

Distraction of Korean Popular Music
in Central Asian Region and Emerging
Changes

K-pop in South Korea itself is a multi-
billion dollar industry and one of the
country's main export commodities.
Promotion of Korean culture for Seoul
is a matter of national importance. It all
started with the reform of South Korean
television in 1996 and the decision of
former President Kim Dae-Jung to focus
resources on developing the country's
technology and pop culture. Korean Wave
have got its popularity in CA when in
2012 [1], PSY's Gangnam Style became
the first Korean hit to capture the world's
music charts.

Kazakhstan. Kazakhstan experienced
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the Korean Wave when South Korean
dramas and movies started entering
the country in the mid-2000s [18]. This
phenomenon, assisted by the increasing
accessibility of internet, sparked more
interests in South Korean pop culture
among Kazakhstanis, which helped the
popularization of K-pop music genre in
Kazakhstan [19-20]. K-pop is regarded as
an attractive, less-restrictive and unique
genre. The high popularity of K-pop in
Kazakhstan spurred the creation of the
first Q-pop project in 2014, when JUZ
Entertainment formed Ninety-One [21].
After the group debuted in 2015, they
became instantly popular among youth,
due to its high-quality music and the use
of Kazakh in its songs.

For the first time, the Korean dramas
“Sorry. I love you ”,;* Winter Sonata”,“Full
House” on Kazakh television started
broadcasting at the beginning of 2000
[18], but the starting point, which marked
the boom ” of the Korean wave in
Kazakhstan, is the “Jumong” series and
“Boys after flowers”. 2011 was declared
the year of Korea in Kazakhstan. On this
occasion, a concert was held in Astana,
where for the first time Korean pop stars,
JQT, T-max groups, solo singer Seo Yeon
Eun, Korean traditional theatre and actor
Song Il Guk, who played the title role in
the popular Jumong series "Prince", were
invited [19]. Korean performers Super
Junior, Girl’s Generation, EXO, TVXQ,
Big Bang, BTS fell in love with the
Kazakh listeners. In 2011, the production
center SM Entertainment carried out
a global casting in the CIS countries,
including Kazakhstan. Also, there are
annual K-pop festivals and flash mobs
organized by Korean culture fans. Also,
the organizers of such events sometimes
invite Korean idols such as MYNAME,
Boyfriend, Highlight, AOA, ASTRO,
BNEF, etc.
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2022-2023 years are considered to be
the Year of Cultural Exchange between
the Republic of Korea and the Republic
of Kazakhstan. This year, on July 22 the
large-scale festival “Meeting with Korean
Culture”, organized by the Korean
Cultural Center of the Embassy of the
Republic of Korea, was successfully held
at the Astana Ballet Theatre. This festival
featured guest artists such as K-Pop idol
group TRENDZ and K-Street Dance team
Justevee Crew. In this regard, under the
slogan of “a culturally attractive country,”
the Center is promoting the “Getting
to Know Korea and Korean Culture”
programthrough K-Culture. Moreover, the
Center, being at the forefront of exporting
K-Culture in Central Asia, can rightfully
be considered the national representative,
“sales associate” of Korean tourism.
In order to successfully commemorate

the “Visit Korea Years 2023-2024” this
year, the Center is implementing various
projects to expand the base of the Korean
Hallyu Wave in Kazakhstan [22].

Today, Kazakh youth are attracted by
the Korean lifestyle. Preference is given
to clothing, cosmetics and equipment of
Korean production. It was the spread of
the Hallyu phenomenon that to a large
extent contributed to the popularization
of other components of the South Korean
soft power model, and also helped to
increase tourist flows.

Thisresearch was conducted to estimate
whether Korean Soft power strategy is
successful in Kazakhstan or not. The
research was based on quantitative data
obtained as a result of the survey (opinion
poll) [17]. The survey was done by social
networks and involved 100 respondents
from several parts of Kazakhstan.
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Figure 1. What do you associate with South Korea?(%)

As we can observe from the chart above
the Republic of Korea mostly known for
Kazakh people by their K-pop culture.
So, this says that the realization of Korean
soft power policy through Korean wave is
working in a high level in our country.

Kyrgyzstan. Korean culture is not
new to Kyrgyzstanis: the country is home
to so-called Soviet Koreans who were
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deported from the border regions of the
Far East in the 1930s [23]. Thanks to
them, Kyrgyz people, for example, have
long been familiar with Korean cuisine,
which differs from modern South Korean
food both in products and spices.

The effectiveness of promoting Korea’s
soft power can be measured by the
activities of KOCIS and Korea.net. KOCIS
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(Korea Cultural Information Service)
is the service that has been operating
on promoting everything Korean in the
world, providing up-to-date background
information [24].

Korea.net is an online platform in 9
languages that provides contemporary
information on Korea in almost every
area, from government announcements to
information on musicians and upcoming
events [24].

Hallyu attracts different age groups in
the country through video games, music,
TV series and films. There are several
directions within Hallyu that are popular
there:

-K-pop is popular with young
performers, and family toi (wedding) and
celebrations are hard to imagine without
Gangnam Style. Having a desire of being
“cool” young people of Kyrgyzstan are
looking at South Korea. At the streets of
Bishkek, itis possible to see young men and
women dressed in black with extravagant
hairstyles and perfectly aligned face tone
- this is how Kyrgyz fans of the so-called
Korean wave look like. "It is quite easy to
calculate a Korean man: they are mainly
teenagers and young people aged 14-25 in
expensive sneakers, skinny jeans, T-shirts
with the names of Korean pop groups
and colored hair," says Adinai Ermatova,
an employee of the Korean Embassy in
Kyrgyzstan [23].

-Doramas — Korean drama series, that
are well-known for their short duration,
and which hold viewers’ attention until the
end. By the way, the name Ku Joon Pyo
(or Goo Joon Pyo) is known to many. In
Kyrgyzstan, they even filmed the movie
“How to Marry Gu Jun Pe” in 2011 with
a budget of § 20,000 [25].

There is also a new wave of influence
from Seoul: over the past three years,
according to the South Korean embassy,
the number of South Koreans entering
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Kyrgyzstan has grown by 30%. K-popers
(fans and performers of Korean pop hits)
are not shy about showing love for Korean
idols. In Kyrgyzstan, K-pop fans not
only closely follow their work, but also
perform K-pop hits themselves, imitating
the artists in everything.

The Korean subculture in Kyrgyzstan
is not limited to music and TV series:
numerous Hallyu fans are creating a
market for the import of Korean clothing,
cosmetics and even Korean food. The
governments of the two countries are
negotiating the launch of a direct flight
Bishkek-Seoul. South Korea is also
helping Kyrgyzstan move its public
service system online and is providing
a loan to Bishkek to modernize a public
hospital. However, Korean investors are
still investing cautiously in Kyrgyzstan
- mainly small and medium-sized
businesses enter the market [23].

Furthermore, like in Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyz youngsters are creating their own
k-pop groups calling it Z-pop and Kg-pop.
Compared to 2015, the level of popularity
of k-pop in Kyrgyzstan has grown
significantly. There are people teaching
dances, and quite popular Kyrgyz groups
have appeared [23].

Uzbekistan. Korean popular culture
has reached to our neighbor Uzbekistan
as well. However, the distraction of k-pop
1s not like in Kazakhstan or Kyrgyzstan.
The Embassy of the Republic of Korea
in the Republic of Uzbekistan together
with the fan club "K-POP Association
in Uzbekistan" conducted a regional
tour "2019-K-POP World Festival in
Uzbekistan" in Uzbekistan. This kind of
fest has been conducted for 8 years in
Uzbekistan. This shows that K-POP or
Korean contemporary music is gaining
popularity every year. The number of
fans of this musical genre is growing at an
incredible progression. The Association
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of Korean Businessmen in the Republic
of Uzbekistan, headed by the Head Mr.
Pak Si Nam, which in every possible
way contributes to the Korean business
operating in the Republic of Uzbekistan,
presented all the participants with music
albums of the world's most famous K-POP
groups "BTS" and "Black Pink". Here,
we can observe the active participation
of Korean diaspora in Uzbekistan in
promoting its cultural values within
Uzbekistan [27].

K-Pop is the locomotive of Hallyu's
popularity in Uzbekistan, the main stars
of which are Infinity, Miss A, B2ST,
EXO, Airlie, etc. K-Pop is especially
popular with young people and students
aged 15 to 25 who are learning Korean.
In 2013, at the World K-Pop Festival,
which was attended by representatives
of about 50 countries, a group from
Uzbekistan Aladdin (a female group of 5
people) received the award “For the best
performance” [28]. The members of this
group are also very popular in Uzbekistan,
which in turn increases the interest of
Uzbek youth in Korean cultural events.

Turkmenistan. The Embassy of the
Republic of Korea in Turkmenistan has
been holding the Korea Cultural Week
annually from 2016 [29]. Every time the
event is held, rapidly growing interest in
Korean culture among Turkmen people,
especially young people can be witnessed.
Korean Wave has just started gaining its
popularity in Turkmenistan. According
to fans of the k-pop group “BTS” there
are hundreds of supporters and lovers of
Korean pop music. However, the spread
of k-pop will take time because it has
been holding only by the implementation
of the Korean Embassy in Turkmenistan.

Tajikistan. The spread of Korean
culture, in contrast to the spontaneous
Korean wave of Hallyu, occurs mainly
through the efforts of employees of the
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Embassy of the Republic of Korea in the
Republic of Tajikistan through various
cultural events. There are practically no
Korean enterprises in Tajikistan, and the
number of Korean citizens living is very
small (about 100 people), in addition, as
a result of the 1992-1997 civil war [30], a
large number of Korean compatriots left
the territory of Tajikistan, which severely
restricts the ways of penetration of Hallyu
and restrains its growth in comparison
with neighboring states.

Currently, K-Pop in Tajikistan is
mainly common among Korean language
learners, but there is still no formation
of fans or K-Pop circles. As a result of
the worldwide popularity of PSY's song
"Gangnam Style" in 2012, the youth
of Tajikistan also showed interest in it.
However, until now, residents of Tajikistan
receive basic information about the
Korean variety art through the Internet,
and not through the broadcasting of TV
channels or radio, which indicates a low
level of its distribution. After the “I Tajik
K-Pop Festival”, which was a qualifying
round for the World K-Pop Festival 2015,
in 2016, the “II Tajik K-Pop Festival”
was opened within the framework of
the Karavan Korea-Central Asia 2016”
forum , at which performances of Korean
pop stars were held in support with
M-fect, GAMBLERZ CREW, B-boy,
which received a great response from the
residents of Tajikistan [30)].

In this way, we can see that South
Korea has managed to attract the Central
Asian countries through soft leverage.
And they managed to create their own
national “soft power” model, capable of
competing with the “soft power” of such
powers as Japan, USA, Great Britain.
By introducing modern technologies
and innovations, Korea has managed
to preserve its traditional flavor, culture
and customs and through "soft power" to
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spread the language and culture in Central
Asia. In general, the passion for music,
doramas and films contributes to the
intensification of interest in the Korean
language, culture, cuisine, and the state
as a whole, which undoubtedly increases
the symbolic capital of the Republic of
Korea in the Central Asian region.

Conclusion

The Republic of Korea places a great
accent on culture. Consequently, culture
as one of the elements of "soft power"
of South Korea is actively used by the
state. As phenomenon "Korean wave" has
been spreading to the world the Korean
lifestyle, fashion, music, movies, cuisine,
became popular everywhere. The main
achievement for Korea was the formation
of a positive image and the creation of its
attractive brand on the world stage.

Korean industry has gained prominence
due to its widespread use on the Internet.
K-pop has gone from a region of a little-
known Asian music genre to an incredibly
popular youth subculture around the
world. Hallyu fans are driven by an
interest in contemporary South Korean
fashion and style, which includes more
than just music.

As seen in the paper the realization of
Korean popular music in Central Asia is
growing year by year. Young people from
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan are starting
their own music bands (Q-pop, Z-pop)
imitating or having a heavy impact from
K-pop. The majority of people, especially
youth, view Korea as a new ‘cool’ country
because of its significant influence in the
minds of society. Here, we can see the
developed use of soft power diplomacy of
South Korea in our region.

The impact of k-pop has its own
pros and cons. The good sides are that
it entered the country to a new culture,
cuisine, new modern market. As k-pop
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becomes popular the tourist flow to South
Korea also grows. Moreover, bilateral,
cultural and economic relations between
Korea and Central Asian states increased
as well. However, where is a good, also
bad things can happen. By gaining new
culture, young people in CA countries
could start forgetting their own culture.
As youth is the future of the country itself,
one of the most important goals they have
to do is to promote their native culture to
others.

In conclusion, South Korea was able
to quickly and successfully implement its
policy due to a number of factors:

« Firstly, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan
have a strong Korean diasporas,
which are not just a living bridge
between the two countries, but also
an active element in the development
of bilateral relations. The formed
positive perception of Korea and
Koreans by the population of
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan is one
of the main factors contributing to
the easy promotion of South Korean
business in the republic;

* Secondly, South Korea has created
the image of a technologically
advanced country, a leader in solving
global problems, an advanced state in
the field of economic and democratic
development. This appeals to the
countries of Central Asia.

* The popularity of Korean culture
in CA, the successful operation
of human resource development
centers, and active humanitarian
exchanges testify to the interest of
the region's residents in the Land of
the Rising Sun.
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Abstract. The article explores the prospects for the development of regional
connectivity between Central and South Asian countries, analyzing the initiatives
and projects being implemented in the spheres of energy and transit-transport
cooperation. Special attention is paid to understanding the direction in which the
regional connectivity between Central and South Asian countries will develop in the
foreseeable future.

The idea of developing regional connectivity is something familiar to the two
regions. Historically, the states and peoples of Central and South Asia had extensive
trade ties, being an essential part of the Silk Road that connected the East with the
West. In the Middle Ages, one of the pilgrimage routes from Central Asia to Hejaz
passed through Afghanistan and South Asia, and there were active migration flows
and cultural exchanges between the peoples of the two regions.

Today, the primary condition for reuniting Central and South Asia is establishing
long-term peace and stability in Afghanistan. The situation in Afghanistan, which
serves as a bridge between the two mentioned regions, directly affects the security
of neighboring countries and can change the course of global politics in this part of
Asia towards a positive trend.

Keywords: regional connectivity, energy and transit-transport cooperation,
infrastructure projects, Central Asia, South Asia, Afghanistan.
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OPTAJIBIK KOHE OHTYCTIK A3US EJJIEPI APACHBIHIIATBI
AMMAKAPAJBIK BAMJAHBICTBI JAMBITY

Myxut AcanbaeB

Anjaarna. byn 3eprrey kymbichinga Opranbik skoHe OHTYCTIK A3us enuepi
apachIHIaFbl allMaKapaIbIK OalIAHBICTHIH IaMy TIEPCIIEKTUBAIAPHI KAPACTHIPBLIHIII,
OJIAp/ABIH apachIHAAFbl SHEPIeTHKA JYKOHE TPAH3UTTIK-KOMIKTIK BIHTHIMAKTACTHIK
cajajapblHJIa Yy3ere achIPBUIBIN JKaTKaH OacTtaMaiap MeH jkobajap TaJjaHa-
ne1. JXKymeicta OpTtansik skoHe OHTYCTIK A3Hs enepl apachlHIarbl ailMaKapalbIK
OallIaHBICBIHBIH JKaKbIH OoJaliakTa JaMUTBIH OaFbITTapblHA €PEKIe KOHLI
OeIHTeH.

AWMaKTBIK OalJIaHBICTBI JAMBITY MJACICHI €Ki alMaK YIINiH JKaHAJbIK eMec.
Optanbik xxoHe OHTYCTIK A3us MeMJIEKeTTEPl MeH XaiabIKTaphl LLIbFbIc IeH baThi-
CThI OalJIaHBICTHIPATHIH JKi0eK KOJBIHBIH MaHBI3AbI OYBIHBI 00JIa OTHIPHIT, TAPUXU
TYPFBIJIaH K€H ayKbIMJbI cay/ia KaTblHACTaphIHA Ue OoaraH eai. Opra Faceipiapiaa
Opranblk A3usigaHn XuJKasra 3UspaT eTyuriepAiH Oip kojibl AyFaHCTaH MEH
OHTYCTIK A3US apKbLIbI OTIMN, €K1 aiMaKThIH XaJIBIKTaphl apachIHaa O€JICeH 11 KO-
KOH aFbIHIaphl MCH MOJICHH aJIMacyJiap OPbIH allfaH ei.

byrinri tanma Optanbik xoHe OHTYCTIK A3USHBI OIpIKTIpYIIH OacThl map-
Thl AyFaHCTaHJa Y3aK Mep3iMi OeHOITHIUIIK TMeH TYPaKTBUIBIKTBI OpHATy 00-
Jeim TabbuTabl. OChl €K1 aifMaKTBhIH OAChIH KOCAThIH AyFaHCTaHIAFbl KaFIaiIbIH
TYpPaKTAIYybl KOPIIJIEC eINACPAIH KayINCi3airine TiKeJIeH ocep eTil FaHa KohWMaii,
COHJIai-aK A3USTHBIH OCBI O6J1iriHIer1 >kahaHAbIK casicaT 0aFbITBIHBIH OH JUHAMUKAFa
e3repyiHe YJIeCiH Koca ajiaJibl.

Tyiiin ce30ep: atimaxapanvlk OQUIAHBIC, IHEPEMUKANBIK HCIHE MPAHIUNMMIK-
KONIIKMIK bIHMbIMAKMACMbIK, UH@DPAKYPLLILIMObIK dicodanap, Opmanvix A3us,
Onmycmik Azus, Ayzancman

PA3BUTHUE PETMOHAJIBHOM B3AUMOCBSI3AHHOCTHU CTPAH
HEHTPAJIBHOU U IO KHOU AU U

Myxut AcanbaeB

AHHOTanus. B 1anHoii ncciaenoBaTeIbCKoM paboTe pacCMOTPEHBI IEPCTIEKTUBbI
pa3BUTHUSl PETUOHAIBHOM B3aMMOCBSI3aHHOCTH cTpaH LlenTpanbHoit u HOxHOM
A3uu, NpoaHaIU3UPOBAHbI PEATU3yeMble MEXAY HUMH MHULIMATUBBI U IPOEKTHI B
cdepax PHEPreTHYecKoro U TPaH3UTHO-TPAHCIIOPTHOrO coTpyaHuyecTBa. Ocoboe
BHUMaHUE B paboTe yJIeJIeHO MOHMMAHMUIO TOTO, B KaKMX HalpaBJieHUsAX OyneT
pa3BUBaTbCA PErvMOHaJIbHAs B3aMMOCBSI3aHHOCTh cTpaH LlenTpanbHoil u HOxHOMU
A3zuu B 0003pruMOil IEpCIIEKTUBE.

WNnesa pa3BUTUS PETHOHAIBHOW B3aUMOCBA3aHHOCTH HE SBISETCA YEM-TO
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HOBBIM Il IBYX peruoHoB. [ocymapctBa u Hapoabl llenTpansHoii n FOxHOU
A3UM UCTOPUYECKU UMENIN OOLIUPHBIE TOPTOBBIC CBSI3U, OyIyUYd BaXXHBIM 3BEHOM
[ITenkoBoro myTH, cBA3bIBaBILEr0 BocTok ¢ 3anaiom. B cpenHue Beka ouH U3 myTen
naJoMHUKOB U3 LlenTpanbHoil A3um B Xuaxka3 mposieran yepe3 AdraHuctan u
HOxny10 A3uro, a MeX 1y HApOlaMH ABYX PETHOHOB I1IJIM AKTUBHBIE MUTPALlUOHHBIE
HNOTOKHU U KYJIBTYPHBIA B3aUMOOOMEH.

CerongHsi rinaBHBIM yclioBUEM BoccoenuHenus LlentpanbHoil u FOxHON A3um
ABJISICTCSI YCTAHOBJICHHUE JIOJITOCPOYHOTO MHUpa M CTAOMIBHOCTH B AQraHucTaHe.
Curyanus B A¢raHucTaHe, SBISIOLUIETOCS MOCTOM MEXAY JABYMS yKa3aHHBIMHU
pEruoHaMM, HENOCPEACTBEHHbIM 00pa3oM BIMSET Ha O€30MaCHOCTh COCEIHMX
CTpaH U MOXET U3MEHUTD X0/l INI00aTbHON MOJIUTHUKHU B 3TOM YacTH A3UHU B CTOPOHY

IMO3UTUBHON TUHAMHUKH.

Knwuesvie cnoea: pecuonanvHas 63auUMOCBA3AHHOCMb, IHepeemuyeckoe U
MPAH3UMHO-MPAHCNOPMHOE COMPYOHUYECMBO, UHDPACMPYKMYPHbIE NPOEKMbl,
Llenmpanvnas Azus, IOxcnasn Azus, Ageanucmat.

Introduction

The prospects for developing regional
connectivity between Central and South
Asian countries are closely related to
the security and long-term stability
in Afghanistan. However, no external
actors or efforts can ensure stability in
this country. It depends exclusively on the
Afghan authorities and their willingness
in stabilizing the situation by building a
genuinely inclusive society and political
structure. Only when Afghanistan steers
towards sustainable development will the
country have the opportunity to become
an integral player in trade, transit, and
interregional economic cooperation,
serving as a convergence point in linking
the economies of Central and South Asia.

Notably, global powers offer various
initiatives to the Central Asian countries
aimed at economic convergence with
South Asian countries. While the United
States has recently unsuccessfully
attempted to promote the idea of creating
shared transit and trade infrastructure
for Central Asia, taking into account the
concept of transforming Afghanistan,
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China is now reasonably successful in
promoting the Belt and Road initiative.
China promises economic stability by
integrating the tworegions’ infrastructure
within the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor. Regarding Russia, it aspires
to dominate the states of Central Asia
economically by creating an economic
convergence zone in cooperation between
the Eurasian Economic Union and other
regions, including South Asia.

All these trends indicate that today, the
establishment of regional connectivity
between Central and South Asia has
become one of the vectors of global
policy development. Considering the
new realities in Afghanistan, achieving
regional connectivity involving
Afghanistan is a guarantee for ensuring
regional stability in Central and South
Asia.

Meanwhile, years of instability and
civil war in Afghanistan have separated
the countries of Central Asia from South
Asia. According to recent World Bank
estimates, current trade between Central
and South Asia remains low. Trade
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between the two regions ranges from
0.2% to 4% of the total trade volume.
Moreover, less than 5% of the total trade
volume in Central Asia occurs within the
region, while in South Asia, this figure
only reaches 1.5% [1].

Nevertheless, several  significant
external initiatives can ensure transport
and energy connectivity between Central
and South Asia. Among them, there are
several major infrastructure and energy
projects, such as the construction of the
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-
India gas pipeline (TAPI), the Central
Asia-South Asia energy corridor (CASA
1000), and the Trans-Afghan Railway
between Mazar-i-Sharif - Kabul -
Peshawar.

It is important to note that connecting
Central and South Asia requires political
will and determination from respective
governments to ease travel restrictions,
visas,andtradebarriers. Italsonecessitates
cooperation between academic and
policy-oriented institutes. In this regard,
significant work has been accomplished
by the Faculty of Political Science and
Pakistan Studies at the University of
Punjab in collaboration with the Konrad
Adenauer Regional Programme in South
Asia — an international conference on
“South and Central Asia Re-Connected”
was held in Lahore on May 8-10, 2023,
attended by experts from Pakistan, the
United Kingdom, Germany, Turkey and
Central Asia. The conference extensively
examined measures to reconnect Central
and South Asia by developing trade,
commercial, cultural, educational, and
tourist connections.

Similarly, with the support of the
Konrad Adenauer Regional Programme
in South Asia, two more international
conferences were organized: one by
the Faculty of International Relations
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at the University of Karachi — “South
Asia and Regional Connectivity in the
2Ist  Century”, Karachi, November
21-22, 2023, and the other by the
School of Politics and International
Relations at Quaid-e-Azam University
— “Pakistan Afghanistan Geoeconomics

Opportunities and Geopolitical
Constraints”, Islamabad, November 24,
2023.

The discussions, conclusions and
recommendations of the above-
mentioned international conferences

have been used in the preparation of this
article, as one of the objectives of the
article was to bring it to stakeholders and
policymakers. This message is needed
to initiate practical steps to enhance the
links between Central and South Asia.

Research Methods and Results

The article utilized the theory of
economic integration, but economic
prospects are regarded as the ultimate
goal without linking them to the issue
of political unification. The article also
uses several principles of the economic
connectivity  theory, focusing on
exploring the specifics of the regions
under consideration, encompassing
both economic and political aspects.
In particular, employing the theory of
economic connectivity in this article
justifies the necessity of implementing
a policy aimed at connecting the
economies of Central and South Asia.
This task remains pertinent for Central
Asia, which needs more access to global
markets, with countries needing more
regional connectivity with other regions.
Similarly, this task holds significance for
South Asian markets, where the need
for access to raw materials increases
each year, and its resolution could aid in
addressing economic and political issues
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at national and international levels.

Atthe same time, it should be presumed
that there is no neat single operational
definition of connectivity that has been
widely adopted. Therefore, we set out
different approaches to definition in this
article, starting with historical approach
and a general definition, then breaking
this down into the key analytical
components of connectivity, and finally
identifying possible approaches, such as
systematic and comparative analysis to
measuring them inpractice. The historical
method aided in identifying the primary
directions of development regarding the
regional interconnectedness between
Central and South Asia. The systemic
and comparative research delineated
similarities and differences in the
development of Central and South Asian
countries and allowed to examine various
facts and trends reflected within them.

Interaction between Central and
South Asian countries in the energy
and transit-transport cooperation.

As Balassa states, political motives
may prompt the first step in economic
integration, but economic integration also
reacts on the political sphere. Similarly,
if the initial motives are economic, the
need for political unity can arise at a later
stage. And besides, taking advantage
of inter-regional trade potential also
necessitates a political decision-making
and acting on any multilateral political
issue contributes to an economic matter
[2]. In other words, regional connectivity
encompasses both economic and political
issues, wherein political willingness does
propagate economic gains as the ultimate
goals.

Paraphrasing Balassa, we must regard
the economic prosperity and political
stability in Central and South Asia, and
the re-establishment of Afghanistan as a

Central Asia's

FAIRS

QUARTERLY ANALYTICAL REVIEW 4(92)/2023

natural bridge between these two regions
as political goals that would be served
by developing regional connectivity
between Central and South Asian states.
At the same time achieving the goal
of a clear definition of connectivity is
the more important because, without it,
no meaningful analysis of its impact on
transport and the economy of a particular
region or regions can be undertaken.
Fundamentally, connectivity relates to the
ability and ease with which destinations
may be reached from potential points of
origin and vice versa. It captures how they
are linked, both spatially and temporally.
The more destinations that can be
accessed, the greater the potential to
supply transport services between these
destinations—and the more frequent the
services to the destinations in question,
the greater the level of connectivity.
However, the value of connectivity is
affected by other characteristics, such as
the relative importance of the destinations
served and the cost of accessing them. It
is not straightforward to incorporate all
these factors into a single definition [3].
Taking into account the above-
mentioned it should be noted that there
is significant economic justification
for developing regional connectivity
between Central and South Asian
countries, which possess complementary
economic characteristics, wherein their
economies do not compete but rather
supplement each other. For instance,
improving ties with South Asia will
enhance access to international markets
for energy-rich Central Asia, which lacks
access to the sea. These connections will
provide energy-thirsty South Asia with
access to substantial natural resources
in Central Asia while also opening new
transit routes to the global market. It is
no coincidence that the list of currently
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implemented energy infrastructure
projects aimed at connecting the two
regions instills optimism. These include
the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-
India (TAPI) gas pipeline, with a capacity
of 33 billion cubic meters per year. This
pipeline is planned to run from the
Turkmen Galkynysh gas field through
Afghan cities Herat and Kandahar,
Pakistani cities Quetta and Multan, to
Fazilka in western India. Construction
started in the Turkmen section in
December 2015, and the Afghan section
was laid in February 2018. Organizations
such as the Asian Development Bank,
European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, Islamic Development
Bank, Saudi Development Fund, and
others have expressed intentions to
participate in financing TAPI. The
overall project cost is estimated at $8-10
billion [4].

Another significant project is the
construction of power transmission lines
along the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-
Pakistan route. According to Turkmen
experts, this project is expected to
be launched in approximately two
years. Currently, the Turkmen side has
completed the route’s power transmission
from the Mariy State Power Station to the
Watan Dam and from the Afghan city of
Mazar-i-Sharif to Kabul. The Afghan
side plans to finish the work on its section
within the next two years.

A notable initiative was the
commencement of the Central Asia-South
Asia Electricity Transmission Project or
CASA 1000, which will transport surplus
electricity from hydroelectric power
stations in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to
Afghanistan and Pakistan over 1270 km
[5].

Furthermore, Russia and Pakistan
are currently considering the project of
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a major gas pipeline called the Pakistan
Stream, envisioning the construction of
a pipeline with a capacity of 12.4 billion
cubic meters per year. This pipeline
will facilitate gas deliveries from the
southern LNG terminals in Pakistan to
the northern region, serving significant
industrial consumers [6].

Russia is considering three options as
sources of gas for the Pakistan Stream
project: 1. Gas supplies through Central
Asia from Russia to Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, and Pakistan;
2. Constructing a gas pipeline along
the shortened route of Iran-Pakistan,
for which Russia is prepared to extend
necessary supportand participation based
on existing swap agreements between
Russia and Iran; 3. The Russian side has
repeatedly noted Russia's participation in
the TAPI project as a politically attractive
alternative [7].

Considering that Iran and Russia
remain under long-term sanction pressure
from the USA, the most viable option in
the long term is the route for delivering
Russian gas through the Central Asian
gas pipeline system. Specific agreements
can be reached based on this option since
the US itself has been seeking to integrate
the economies of Central and South Asia
for many years.

The agreement signed in February
2021 between Uzbekistan, Afghanistan,
and Pakistan for the construction of
the Mazar-i-Sharif — Kabul — Peshawar
railway is of significant importance.
This transportation corridor, known as
the Trans-Afghan railway, spanning 573
km, aims to connect the EU, Russia, and
Central Asiancountries with Afghanistan,
Pakistan, India, and Southeast Asian
nations. Implementing this $5 billion
project will reduce transportation time
for goods, for instance, from Uzbekistan
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to Pakistan, from 30-35 days to 10-15
days. Cargo transportation via the new
railway can decrease transportation costs
between Central Asian countries and
Pakistan by 30-35% [8].

Additionally, Uzbekistan and
Afghanistan have recently agreed on the
reconstruction of the Afghan section of
the Hairaton — Naibabad — Mazar-i-Sharif
railway, which is expected to be carried
out by specialists from Uzbekiston
Temir Yullari presumably starting from
December 2023.

In turn, South Asia has strong interest
in the Central Asian countries since the
latter are rich with natural resources.
In particular, Central Asia’s oil and
gas resources are the closest and most
economical response to energy-deficient
South Asia. In addition, in the second
half of the twenty-first century, South
Asian countries will need assistance
from Tajikistan in accessing freshwater
resources, which account for 4 per cent
of the world’s hydropower resources and
53 per cent of Central Asian resources
[9].

It is no coincidence that the two
major South Asian countries, India and
Pakistan, have consistently pursued
policies aimed at connecting with the
Central Asian countries, but solely on the
basis of their interests.

For instance, geopolitics of transport
communications forces India to actively
promote with the countries of Central
Asia the use of the Iranian port of
Chabahar within the international
transport  corridor  «North-Southy,
whereas within the framework of the
SCO, India will promote its access to the
free trade agreement with the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU), with a view to
reaching a free trade agreement that will
directly link the Central Asian member
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states of the EAEU with India.
Meanwhile  the  China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC), which is
considered to be a flagship corridor under
Chinese “The Belt and Road Initiative”
[10], might be the foremost regional
integration initiative not only between
China and Pakistan, but with Central
Asian states as well. The point is that the
CPEC may provide a gateway for Pakistan
to enhance its trading relationships with
Central Asian states and Gwadar Port
will provide the means. Thus, CPEC may
benefit Pakistan in terms of transporting
the goods from Central Asia more easily
and gain competitiveness in regional and

global markets.
Enhancing Geopolitical and
Economic  Connectivity  between

Central and South Asia.

The convergence of these two regions
entails significant geopolitical and
economic advantages. Central Asia
is surrounded by Russia and China,
which dominate the region’s imports
and exports. Establishing overland
corridors through Afghanistan will
provide Central Asian countries access
to Iran in one direction and to Pakistan,
India, and the vast Indo-Pacific region
in another. It will also present Central
Asia with an alternative to its inefficient
and costly routes via China to access the
global market and reduce its isolation and
dependence on Russia and China.

In turn, regional connections will
help revitalize the Afghan economy by
integrating Afghanistan into the largest
regional market in India. Enhanced
infrastructure will allow countries to
trade a variety of goods via land routes,
which are more cost-effective than
existing air routes. The economic ties
arising from this new infrastructure will
also encourage collaboration between
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South and Central Asian countries with
Afghanistan, both in the public and
private sectors [11].

Pakistan will also benefit from
a peaceful Afghanistan. A direct
overland route to Central Asia through
Afghanistan will provide Pakistan with a
more efficient and convenient alternative
to its current routes via Iran or China.
Through this connection, Pakistan could
gain access to new product markets
and strengthen ties with Central Asian
countries. For instance, Pakistan could
establish sustainable export channels for
its agricultural produce to the Central
Asian countries.

Thus, it involves a geopolitical shift
in transport communications that will
significantly impact the logistics sector
of Central and South Asia and the
entire Eurasian continent. The changing
dynamics of global economic activity are
making a noticeable shift, with the center
of gravity moving towards Asia and the
Indo-Pacific region. These regions will
shape the development of the global
economy in the long term.

China, Pakistan, and India are the
most active players in this arena. Beijing
strongly promotes the creation of a
transport corridor from China to the
Pakistani port of Gwadar via the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC),
aiming to achieve several objectives
simultaneously: establish a shorter path
for its exports to the West, ensure a
reliable route for transporting Middle
Eastern hydrocarbons to China, and
facilitate the development of its western
territories.

China is actively involved in creating
a direct communication route from
Afghanistan to China. On November
29 of this year, China launched the
construction of the Wakhan Corridor
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in the Afghan Badakhshan province,
directly linking the two countries [12].
Shortly, China aims to revive projects in
the Mes Aynak Valley, which holds vast
copper reserves to the south of Kabul,
and oil drilling in northern Afghanistan
(under a 2008 agreement between the
then Afghan government and the Chinese
state-owned enterprise Metallurgical
Group Corporation, involving a $3 billion,
30-year concession that was suspended
due to security concerns). Consequently,
China has embarked on expanding
the CPEC by including Afghanistan,
formally initiated after Afghanistan’s
Minister of Commerce and Industry, Haji
Nuruddin Azizi, participated in the Belt
and Road Summit in Beijing in October
2023 [13].

Developing Gwadar Port and the
Karakoram Highway for Pakistan could
become a starting point for directing
its goods towards the Eurasian region.
The Karakoram Highway already holds
significant interregional importance. This
route's uniqueness lies in being one of
the shortest overland connections linking
South Asian countries to Kazakhstan
via China and Kyrgyzstan’s adjacent
territories. The primary destination is
Almaty, Kazakhstan's principal financial
and economic center. Today, this highway
has the capacity to support substantial
trade flows from Pakistani seaports in
the Indian Ocean to Kazakhstan and
other Central Asian countries. According
to the most optimistic estimates, the road
from Islamabad to Almaty via this route
typically takes 6-8 days, significantly
shorter than existing alternative routes.
Notably, the Karakoram Highway
bypasses Afghanistan, considerably
enhancing the safety and security of
cargo transportation and exchanges.

The Iranian port of Chabahar, not
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subject to US sanctions, could serve as
a convergence point for India. India’s
active involvement in this infrastructure
project would potentially grant it access
to natural resources and markets in
Afghanistan and Central Asia. It would
also supply goods to Eurasian markets
through the North-South route, including
its eastern branch through Kazakhstan’s
territory.

Overall, the new initiatives in regional
cooperation within the interaction of
South and Central Asian countries
represent a rational chance to shield
against external economic, political, and
ideological influences and competition.
Establishing a sustainable land corridor
for transit trade between South and
Central Asian countries and attracting
a substantial flow of international
transportation could potentially
create conditions for constructing and
expanding the Trans-Afghan railway
network. This network should provide
access to Pakistani seaports - Karachi,
Qasim, and Gwadar- and link the South
Asian railway system with the Central
Asian and Eurasian railway systems.
All this would contribute to reviving
Afghanistanas historical role as a bridge
connecting Europe and Asia via the
shortest overland route.

Conclusion

The development of  regional
connectivity between the economies of
Central and South Asia will be a lengthy
and intricate process, primarily dependent
on the ability of Afghan authorities to
ensure long-term peace and security in
Afghanistan and its neigh boring border
areas. To achieve this objective, Kabul
must take concrete steps towards building
an inclusive society within the country.

Establishing peace and political
stability in Afghanistan would signify
communication and connectivity stability
for Central and South Asian countries. It
would enable regional and international
institutions to fully engage in enhancing
and reconstructing Afghanistan’s transit
and transportation infrastructure to link
the economies of Central and South Asia.
Cross-border infrastructure projects and
growing relations between Central and
South Asian countries have the potential
to swiftly revitalize natural trade,
economic, and transit transport routes
between the two regions.

The primary challenge today lies in
translating the concept of connectivity
between Central and South Asian
countries into practical policies aimed
at achieving tangible short-term results.
First and foremost, the nations within
these two regions should implement
comprehensive measures to eliminate
both tariff and non-tariff trade barriers,
resulting in reduced transportation time
and significant cost reductions.
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TAAY HIBITBIC ’)KOHE OPTAJIBIK A3UA EJJIEPIHIH,
«'EHAEPJIK TEHAIK» MOCEJIEJIEPIH TAJIIAY

Aiirepum Typxanosa, FOnus Jlaryrkuna

Anjaarna. Maxkanana Tasy LlIsiFeic ennmepingeri reHaepiIik TEHIIKTIH Ka3ipri
KaW-KyWiHe Talilay VChIHBUIFAH, COHJAi-aK ©HIpJe TEeHIEPIIK CcascaTThl ICKe
aceIpy TpoOeMaiapsl )KOHE OHBIH JaMy TMEepPCIEeKTUBAIAPHI KapacThIpbUIFad. by
KYMBICTAFbl HET13r1 OMIC-KOJ KETIMJI JJIEKTPOHIBIK PEeCypPCTapblH JIEPEKTEPIH
Tanaay. ABTOpiap TapuxH JaMy KOHTEKCTIHJET1 OJIEyMETTIK-MOJCHM JKOHE JiHU
dbakTopIapabl Talaalbl, COHIAal-aK aiiMaK eJIepiHaeri TeHACPIIK TCHIIKTIH Kal-
KYWiHE JKoHE TeHjep Oenrici OOWBIHINA KEMCITYMIUIK HETI31HJE TYbIHIAWTHIH
npoOemMantapasl peTTey TOCUIIEPiHE CANBICTRIPMAIIBI TallIay Kyprizai. ['enaepiik
TEHCI3IKTIH JKail-Ky#iHe xamnbl 6ara Oepy YIIiH aiMaKTaFbl TeHICPIIIK KaFIaiFa
tangay kentipinredn. CoHbiMeH Karap, OpTanblk A3sus enfepiHAeri TeHIEPIiK
TEHCI3MIKTIH KeHOip acmekTiiepi TajagaHajbl. ATKApbUIFaH >KYMBIC OapbIChIH/IA
OPHBIKTBI TEHACPIIK JaMyFa KOJI KETKI3y MaKCaTbIHJa eJJIEPHiH TeHIEPIIIK
cascaThIHBIH HETI3T1 epeXeNiepiH KalTa Kapay >XoHE OHBI KAHFBIPTY KaKETTITl
AHBIKTAJIbL.

Tyiiin ce30ep: zenoepnix menoix, Opmanvix Azus, Tasy I[lleizvic, konmenm-
oepexmep, KeMCImywiiiK, 2eHOepliK casacam.

AHAJIN3 ITPOBJIEMATUKHU «'EHAEPHOI'O PABEHCTBA»
B CTPAHAX BJIN’KHEI'O BOCTOKA "
CTPAH HIEHTPAJIBHOM A3UN

Aiirepum Typxanosa, FOums Jlaryrknna

AHHOTauus. B crarbe nnpeicTaBieH aHalIn3 COBPEMEHHOTO COCTOSIHUSA TEHAEPHOTO
paBeHCTBa B cTpaHax bmmwknHero Bocroka, a Takke, pacCMOTPEHBI MPOOIEMBI
peanu3anyyu TEHJACPHOW IOJUTUKA B PETHOHE W IEPCHEKTUBBI €€ Pa3BUTHSL.
OCHOBHBIM METOJIOM B JaHHOW pabOTe€ BBICTYNAET AaHAJIU3 KOHTEHT-IaHHBIX
JOCTYITHBIX AJIEKTPOHHBIX pecypcoB. Takke, aBTOpaMu, ObLIU MPOaHATH3UPOBAHBI
COIMOKYJIETYPHBIE U PEITUTHO3HBIC (DaKTOPHI B KOHTEKCTE HCTOPHUUECKOTO PA3BUTHS,
a TaKXe, NIPOBEIACH CPAaBHUTEIIbHBIM aHAJIU3 COCTOSIHHUS T€HAEPHOTO PAaBEHCTBA B
CTpaHaxX peruoHa M CIOCOOO0B yperyIupOBaHUs POOIeM, BO3HUKAIOIINX HA TIOYBE
JVACKPUMMHALINY 110 MTPU3HAKy renaepa. [IpuBenen ananus reHaepHON CUTyalllu B
pEruoHe, sl TOTO YTOOBI 1aTh OOIIYIO OIEHKY COCTOSIHHS TeHIEPHOTO HEPABEHCTBA.
Kpome Toro, mpoaHanu3upoBaHbl HEKOTOPBIE ACHEKTHI T€HAEPHOTO HEPABEHCTBA
B cTpanax llenTpanbHoii Asuu. B xoxe mponenanHoii paOoThl Oblia BBISBICHA
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HEOOXOIUMOCTh MEPECMOTPa OCHOBHBIX MOJIOKEHUHN TeHACPHON MOJUTHUKHU CTPaH U
€e MOJICpHM3ALINSI, C 1IeJIbI0 JOCTHIXKEHUSI YCTOMYUBOTO T€HAEPHOTO Pa3BUTHSL.

Knrwoueegvie cnosa: [endepnoe pasencmeo, Illenmpanvuas Aszus, bruoicnuii
Bocmok, koumenm-oannvle, OuCKpUMUHayus, 2eHOEepHasl NOIUMUKA.

Introduction

At present, the issue of gender
inequality has firmly entrenched
itself in all spheres of human activity,
significantly impacting the economy
and social development of countries.
Modern progressive society continually
makes new attempts to establish gender
equality to achieve one of the central
UN Millennium Development Goals [1].
However, the gender situation in many
countries remains unstable and marked
by increasing discrimination based on
gender and violations of fundamental
human rights and freedoms. Inconsistent
gender norms, shaped over many years
and currently sparking numerous
discussions, have come to the forefront,
making it a relevant research topic.
Despite the active engagement of existing
international women’s organizations,
the issue of gender inequality annually
takes the lead in discussions, revealing
new consequences requiring solutions,
especially pertinent in countries where
the dominance of traditions and religious
dogmas prevails in society.

The problem of gender inequality
in the Middle East attracts numerous
researchers since the situation regarding
the observance of fundamental human
rights and freedoms without gender
discrimination 1s particularly critical in
the region under study. In many Middle
Eastern countries (Syria, Sudan, Egypt,
Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, etc), the rights
of the female segment of society are
still limited by religious or traditional
frameworks. Each year, thousands of
women in Middle Eastern countries
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suffer social and legal injustice because
of gender-based discrimination. In some
countries, girls are deprived of the right
to attend schools on par with boys, and
adult women face obstacles to enrolling
in universities. Even if they acquire the
right to education, as in the United Arab
Emirates, they struggle to pursue their
professional interests after graduating
from university, as employers refuse to
hire them due to their gender.

As is known, a series of socio-
political changes and processes (author’s
note: the ‘Arab Spring, democratic
transformations, etc.) have occurred
in the Middle Eastern countries over
the past decade, which could not but
affect the gender-related situation. The
contemporary state of gender equality is
reflected in the content data of electronic
resources, which include official websites
of international organizations and
various 1institutions, as well as articles
published in the online space. Analyzing
both electronic and traditional media
concerning gender issues allowed the
authors to provide an evaluative analysis
of the current state of gender equality in
Middle Eastern countries.

The second part of this article
involves an analysis of gender inequality
in the countries of Central Asia. The
authors did not intend to conduct a
comparative analysis between the
Middle East and Central Asia regions
within the framework of studying gender
inequality issues, as these regions differ
in their cultural, historical, and social
developmental definitions. Nevertheless,
we found it interesting to analyze certain
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aspects of gender inequality problems in
the countries of Central Asia and present
a brief analysis of this issue. Despite
the differences between the regions, the
‘problem’ remains the same. Therefore,
this article will provide a quick analysis
of the gender situation in the countries
of Central Asia. The authors hope that
future research (articles, monographs,
post-doctoral research, etc.), including
this analysis of gender issues in Central
Asia, will begin more extensive study.

Research Methods

The primary research method chosen
was the method of internet content
analysis, using which the authors of
the article collected various data on the
state of gender equality in the countries
of the Middle East and Central Asia.
Additionally, the authors applied
methods including retrospective analysis,
synthesis, deduction, and induction,
which enabled an assessment of the
current state of gender equality in the
Middle Eastern countries. An overview
analysis of the issues in the Central Asian
Republics (CAR) was also conducted.

Discussion of Results

Overall, the question of the current
state of gender equality in the region
with a predominantly Islamic population
is highly relevant. Based on the data
obtained during the analysis of Professor
Leyla Ahmed’s research, the following
politico-economic factors influencing
the development of gender policy
in Middle Eastern countries can be
outlined: violation of norms of ratified
conventions and accepted commitments;
inadequate implementation of gender
policy in the region's countries;
domestic laws beyond international
law that limit women’s opportunities;
low representation of women in top
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managerial positions in the political and
economic spheres; high levels of gender
segregation in the professional sphere;
gender imbalances in the labor market —
barriers to employment; maintenance of
the gender pay gap; and consequences of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

As observed, gender inequality
can be found in all major spheres of
societal development, leading to regional
imbalances. The social sphere is the
most vulnerable in the conditions of
contemporary realities because the
primary reason for the absence of gender
equality in Middle Eastern countries
lies in the preservation of traditionalism
and the influence of religious beliefs.
Additionally, the role of gender
stereotypes and sociocultural beliefs is
increasing.

FortheMiddle Eastcountries,achieving
gender parity has been challenging for
many years. Primarily, this is due to
Islamic fundamentalism, which has
solidified the patriarchal social structure
[3]. Additionally, the intensified influence
of gender and cultural stereotypes slows
down the region's social development
process.  Consequently, entrenched
notions of gender roles persist, where
women are primarily depicted as
homemakers. Moreover, polygamy is
widespread in many countries, where the
overwhelming majority of women, due
to religious convictions, are compelled to
wear hijabs and care for the continuity of
the lineage [4, p.48].

Some researchers note that Islamic
patriarchy is evident in the reluctance of
Muslim states to sign the United Nations
Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women
— without any reservations, most of
which concern women’s equality within
the family. For example, there are family
laws, also known as personal status
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codes, in all Arab countries, which limit
women in such crucial aspects of social
life as marriage, divorce, child custody,
and inheritance [4, p.52]. Subsequently,
due to the enduring importance of values
such as family honor and modesty,
women’s engagement in non-agricultural
or unpaid labor is associated with social
stigma, while paid work is not perceived
as part of women’s role. Additionally,
women are predominantly engaged in
“female” positions, in most cases without
the opportunity for career advancement.

Furthermore, in most countries of the
region, a husband has the full right
to prohibit his wife from working or
engaging in any activity.

Analyzing the legal norms of the
countries of the Middle East, we
relied on available data from Internet
resources. As a result, we obtained data
on the following countries belonging to
the Middle East region: Kuwait, Algeria,
United Arab Emirates, and Morocco.
The results are shown in Table 1.

Countries of the Middle East

Kuwait

1. Draft law on combating family violence.

2. Law No. 6/2010 on employment in the private sector includes

the following definition of an employee: "a man or a woman who
performs manual or intellectual work for an employer, under his
supervision and control, in exchange for a wage." The specified law
includes an entire section dedicated to women's employment issues
and lays down the legal basis for expanding women's rights and
opportunities. Article 26 of this law states, "Men and women receive
equal pay for equal work." Thus, Kuwait fulfills its obligations
regarding equal remuneration for work of equal value by its accession
to Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention No. 111
of the International Labour Organization.

Algeria
women and men.

The Constitution and various codes guarantee equality between

United
Arab
Emirates

In 2019, the UAE government issued a federal decree to ensure
gender equality in the judiciary system. According to UAE
legislation, female employees performing the same functions as men
receive equal pay. They are also free to choose the desired position.

Morocco

making bodies.

Inclusion of provisions in favor of gender equality in the new
Constitution of this country, adopted in July 2011. Article 19
explicitly establishes equality between men and women in the
enjoyment of civil, political, economic, social, cultural, and
environmental rights. The new Constitution also effectively
introduces the principle of gender equality in several articles,
mentioning the government's obligation to create conditions for
achieving equality of all genders and equal representation of men and
women in all spheres of activity and their equal access to decision-

Table 1.

Regulatory Acts in the Middle Eastern Countries

(regarding gender issues)
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Conclusion to the table: Based on the data from the four presented Middle Eastern
countries, we conclude that gender issues are addressed in some countries within the
framework of the Constitution, as well as norms regulating labor rights, equal pay;, etc.

Despite the legislative acts in some
Middle Eastern countries regulating
women’s rights, traditions still play a
significant role in oppressing women’s
rights and their social status. For instance,
female genital mutilation is a cultural
practice that represents an extreme form of
discrimination against women and girls'.
This practice, while receiving dubious
endorsement in Islam, remains largely
unknown in most Muslim countries.
However, it is still performed in rural areas
of both Muslim and non-Muslim parts of
theregion. Experts agree that this tradition
originated from pre-Islamic beliefs and
among tribal peoples. However, female
mutilation in some countries is justified
by religious beliefs, the validity of which
lacks explicit confirmation. Presently,
female genital mutilation is practiced in
over 30 countries worldwide, primarily in
the Middle East and Africa.

Another socio-cultural issue is the
so-called “honor killing."> in countries
like Pakistan, Iraq, Somalia, Jordan,
and others, which have no grounds
whatsoever. Besides the fact that potential
perpetrators  often go  unpunished,
justifying their actions by claiming the
girl has dishonored the family, the victim’s
body is often buried in an unmarked

1 Female genital mutilation includes all procedures
that involve altering or injuring the female genitalia for
non-medical purposes. This practice is recognized as a
violation of women's and girls’ rights on an international
level.

2 'Honor killing' is a crime, the murder of a family
member, often (but not necessarily) female, committed
by relatives due to bringing shame or dishonor upon the
family. Shame usually refers to forbidden sexual acts
within that culture: adultery, premarital sex, rape, and
homosexual relationships, among others, as well as
apostasy.
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grave, visiting which is also considered
shameful. According to data from The
Guardian news portal, the number of
“honor crimes,” including rape, death
threats, and assaults, increased from 884
in 2016 to 1599 in 2020, showing an 81%
rise.

It can be observed that since the early
1990s, countries in the Middle Eastern
region have made significant progress in
reducing the gender gap in education and
accesstohealthcare. Many young girlsnow
have the opportunity to receive education
and free medical assistance. However,
these achievements have yet to lead to a
more equal role for women in political
and economic life. Thus, ensuring gender
equality is essential to democratizing
society and improving the population's
lives. In a broader sense, it means
providing equal rights and opportunities
for both men and women, excluding any
form of discrimination. In other words,
gender equality is the foundation of stable
social development. According to Article
1 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, equality between both genders
is their fundamental right to life, which
necessitates addressing gender issues [6].

Notwithstanding the implemented
changes, the countries of the region still
show a significant gender pay gap and
unequal economic opportunities. Each
year, the level of unemployment among
women increases, and women face various
barriers to employment. According to
the National Organization for Women,
in 2019, the unemployment rate among
young women in the Middle East reached
38.5%, which is twice the rate among
men. Additionally, the average lifespan of
women in many countries is half that of
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men. For instance, in Kuwait, Lebanon,
Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates, the
birth rate for each woman is less than two
[7].

Analyzing statistical data, it’s evident
that there has been an increase in the
gender gap worldwide over the past
few years. Women in the Arab region,
on average, find themselves in a more
unfavorable economic, political, and
social position. When considering the
level of education and literacy among
women in Middle Eastern countries in the
context of urbanization and the region’s
oil wealth, there is a tendency toward
relatively low indicators, especially among
the adult female population. Women are
also underrepresented in managerial
and leadership positions, have limited
economic and political opportunities,
and face decision-making obstacles. For
instance, only two countries — Israel and
Tunisia — have reduced the gender gap by
more than 20%, while the rest still need
to overcome the 10% threshold for gender
equality [7].

The influence of stereotypical gender
roles instilled in women from childhood,
which act as barriers to obtaining
education and contribute to intolerance
of domestic violence and harassment
in the workplace, is also significant.
According to UN Women for 2021, every
third woman in the Middle East became
a victim of physical and emotional
violence. The situation worsened during
the COVID-19 pandemic, with increased
cases of murders and gender-based rapes
[8]. According to CNN’s official data,
women’s rights activist Hanan Al-Barassi
was shot dead in Benghazi in 2020, and
prominent woman politician Seham
Sergiwa was abducted from her home in
2019.
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According to the Arab Barometer®, non-
partisan research network, the region also
experiences prevalent sexual harassment.
Based on a 2019 survey, 39% of women
respondents reported being subjected to
sexual harassment in public places [9].

As noted earlier, the Middle Eastern
region is known for its adherence to
religious values and socio-cultural
norms, which partly accounts for the high
level of sex and gender-identity-based
discrimination. Professional segregation
i1s predominantly developed here, with
high levels of gender pay gaps. Countries
with lower levels of development tend to
be at greater risk of gender inequality,
considering that socio-economic poverty
disproportionately affects women and
girls. These issues are increasingly
drawing public attention and often
become the focus of the media, which,
in one way or another, influences the
situation in the region. In this context, it
is advisable to conduct a comprehensive
analysis of content data from electronic
resources and identify their level of
impact on addressing gender inequality
issues [10, p.7].

Today, the media are one of the main
tools shaping public opinion and creating
a general picture of what is happening.
They significantly influence people’s
behavior and actions, contributing to the
widespread coverage of current issues.
According to data from the Consortium
of Women’s Non-Governmental
Organizations website, negative attitudes
towards Arab women on social media
amounted to 79%, with 81% of the
content consisting of gender stereotypes

3The Arab Barometer is a non-partisan research
network that provides an understanding of ordinary
citizens' social, political, and economic views and values
across the Arab world. It conducts public opinion surveys
in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region since
2006.
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and negative comments about the position
of women in the region, creating an
unfavorable image for Middle Eastern
countries [11].

However, the influence of the media
also has positive aspects. For example,
according to a recent survey, an average
of 54% of social media users in 8§ Middle
Eastern countries report that they have
become more tolerant because of using
social media [12]. In addition, social media
contributes to the rapid dissemination of
necessary information and, consequently,
swift mass reaction. One notable example
is the Instagram page of Queen Rania of
Jordan, where she actively promotes ideas
of equality and expanding opportunities
for the female population of the country
[13].

An essential factor in implementing
gender policies is the modernization of
society in all spheres of life, which will
subsequently impact the population’s
living standards. However, considering
many wealthy countries in the Middle
East (such as Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait,
Bahrain, etc.), there’s a trend where stable
economic status doesn’t necessarily
correlate  with  sustainable  gender
development. Moreover, these countries
exhibit a significant gender imbalance
in top leadership positions. According to
the WEF (World Economic Forum), the
region’s average score for the political
rights and opportunities sub-index is
10.2%, the worst among all regions
[14, p.54]. According to the ranking of
countries by the percentage of women
in parliament for 2018, Middle Eastern
countries have the lowest representation
of women in parliamentary positions. For
example, in Jordan/s parliament, women
constitute 15.4%, with 7.5% in Bahrain
and 9.8% in Qatar. There are no women in
the Yemeni parliament at all [15]. Overall,
the average representation of women in
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parliament is 15%, the lowest among all
regions.

The resolution of gender issues is
influenced by the fact that countries in the
region are at different stages of economic,
social, and demographic transformations.
Therefore, it cannot be asserted that the
gender situation in the region is solely
built on religious and sociocultural
grounds. There’s even an opinion that
high revenues from oil sales contribute
to the formation of a conservative view
of women’s societal roles, and repressive
political movements further exacerbate
the situation. This is evident in the gender
gap between countries with the best and
worst indicators in the region, which is
a significant 28% in the education level
sub-index and more than 2% in health
and survival indicators. The differences
in gender parity are equally substantial
in terms of economic involvement and
opportunities, as well as the expansion
of political rights, with an average
difference of 32% in the gender gap
between countries in the region [16]. All
these factors lead to a severe wage gap,
which, according to the Global Gender
Gap Index’s annual assessment, reached
61.1% over the past five years [17]. Thus,
the Middle East region has the lowest
score among all regions. If the gender
situation remains unchanged, it will take
approximately 150 years to eliminate the
gender gap in this region.

Referring to the numbers provided
by the World Economic Forum in 2020,
gender equality has not significantly
changed over the past 20 years. Israel, the
country with the best indicators, ranks
64th in the overall index, while the rest
of the region’s countries did not even
make it into the top 100 list. It is worth
noting that low female involvement and
unjustified gender discrimination against
them are specific to the labor markets in
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Middle East countries [18]. This affects
the region’s economic growth and the
social cohesion of the population. For
instance, the average regional score for
the sub-index of economic participation
and opportunities is 42.5%, which is the
second-highest after South Asia (36.5%).
In many countries, less than half of
women are engaged in the labor market.
In six countries, this figure is even below
20%, including Yemen, where the female
labor force participation rate of 6.3% is
the lowest in the world. Additionally,
women’s estimated earned income
averages 28% of what men earn. In six
countries, this figure is less than one-fifth
[19].

The current state of gender equality
in Middle Eastern countries can also
be viewed through the lens of the
development of feminism and activist
movements advocating for women’s
and minorities rights. Due to several
reasons, including resource scarcity and
high levels of accountability, the actions
of the social movement were covert and
largely undocumented. The Iranian
Revolution of 1979 is considered a pivotal
point in establishing feminism in this
region, prompting the development of

feminist movements. Subsequently, in the
1990s, the Zanan magazine became an
influential platform for social justice and
gender equality for Muslim women in the
Middle East [4].

The beginning of the 2Ist century
brought about significant changes in
the development of feminism. In 2003,
Iranian lawyer, writer, and educator Shirin
Ebadi received the Nobel Peace Prize
for her active involvement in promoting
democracy and defending human rights
in Iran, particularly those of women
and children. This event was pivotal in
the history of feminist movements, as
Ebadi became the first Muslim woman
and the first Iranian to receive this
award. Following this, campaigns were
initiated to repeal discriminatory laws
against women, large-scale human rights
movements emerged, and international
protests were staged to defend women’s
fundamental freedoms — notably, the
online initiative ‘Women2Drive’ aimed
to express discontent regarding the ban
on women driving. Moreover, women
throughout the region actively participated
in events from 2010 to 2012, asserting
their civil stance and vocally advocating
for their rights [20].

Figure 1. Data on Gender Gaps in some Middle Eastern Countries as of 2020.
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Figure 1. The diagram presents data on gender gaps in some Middle Eastern
countries in 2020, where an index of 1 indicates a high level of gender equality, while
‘0’ signifies the absence of gender equality altogether.

Source: Gender Gap Index according to the Humanitarian Research Portal of the

World Economic Forum [21].

Today, due to the active position
of regional and local organizations
advocating for gender equality and
women’s rights, we can observe positive
shifts in expanding the rights and
opportunities for women across the entire
region [22]. However, it is essential to
consider that achieving gender parity
occurs unevenly. For example, comparing
the two countries in the region with the
lowest and highest gender gap index
(Mauritania and the UAE, respectively),
it can be noticed that the distribution of
equality between men and women varies
due to different economic and social
indicators. Additionally, according to
the ranking of countries based on gender
equality levels [23], it is evident that the
overall status of gender equality in the
region remains similar.

Thus, we have examined the issue
of gender inequality in Middle Eastern
countries. However, it is stereotypical to
assume that violations of women’s and
men’s rights based on gender aspects are
more prevalent only in Muslim nations
with deep traditions and firm moral
motives. Inequality is typically observed
between the rich and poor, as those with
financial means can solve problems,
while others lacking economic power
cannot resolve household or other issues.
However, paradoxically, one of the most
acute and pertinent problems of recent
decades in the 21st century is the issue of
gender inequality.

Representatives of the female gender,
being an integral part of modern society,
gain education, acquire and develop
professional skills, contribute to societal
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development, hold official positions, and
make decisions of national importance.
However, it hasn't always been this way,
and even today, unfortunately, not all
women have these opportunities. What is
the reason for this, and what are the current
trends in the issues related to women’s
rights in Central Asia? It is important that
despite the prevailing opinion about the
perceived lack of demand for scientific
research in the field of gender inequality
in Central Asian Republics, scholars have
conducted significant research in the area
of gender policy in Central Asia.
Researchers such as S. Shakirova, in
her article “Women’s and Gender Issues
in Scientific Periodicals in Kazakhstan:
A Quantitative Analysis’ [24], examine
100 articles, including those in foreign
languages, analyzing gender issues and
the level of academic writing in articles.
Equally interesting is the research within
R. Sarbayeva’s doctoral dissertation
on Gender Policy of International
Organizations—UN and OSCE: Historical
and Contemporary Aspects [25], as well as
the works of Yerimpasheva A.T., Lipovka
AV, Tarakbayeva R.E., and Zakirova
A.A. on Comparative Analysis of Gender
Stereotypes in Central Asia and Central
Europe [26]. Temirbekova Z., Yergebekov
M., Beisembayev S., Bekmurganova M.,
‘Issues of Gender Equality in Kazakhstan:
Women in the Economic, Political, and
Socio-Cultural Spheres’ [27], Garibova
F.M., Gender Equality in Tajikistan' [28],
Marzabayeva B.T., Tashybayeva A.K.,
Asanakhunova Z.M., and Babakulova
R.B., ‘Legislative Support for Gender
Equality in the Kyrgyz Republic’ [29].
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All these works explore various aspects
of gender issues in Central Asia. The
substantial number of authors on gender-
related topics speaks to the interest and
relevance of such studies.

Today, among the current issues raised
within gender studies in Central Asian
Republics, the problem of violence is
increasingly being addressed. The issue
of violence against girls and women must
be a gender-related issue, which aligns
with the priorities in the field of gender
issues outlined by the United Nations
(UN).

Unfortunately, in Central Asia, as well
as worldwide, violence against women and
girls remains a widespread phenomenon.
According to event organizers, nearly
80% of sexual violence victims in almost
all Central Asian countries are women
and girls [30].

A sociological study titled ‘Ensuring
equal participation of women in local
government’ conducted within one of
the UNDP projects showed that 53%
of respondents noted the necessity of
dedicating themselves to family caring
for elderly parents and children. In
comparison, 44% of survey participants
highlighted the stereotypes of a traditional
family, where women are expected to stay
at home and manage household chores
taking care of children. Independent

Table 2. Legislative Acts in Central Asia

analysts recognize that while addressing
gender issues, it is crucial to consider that
in Uzbekistan, women’s wages are 35%
lower than men’s. During job interviews
at major companies, despite experience
and knowledge, women may still be
denied employment in favor of male
applicants. The reasons for this could be
the potential maternity leave, children
who might get sick, and the most banal
reason — the assumption that she might not
cope with the responsibilities entrusted to
her. Not all husbands are pleased with the
career growth of their wives, with many
believing that a woman must guard the
family hearth rather than pursue a career
[31].

Since the legislation and other
normative legal documents of Central
Asian states enshrine the rights and
opportunities for the entire population
without gender discrimination, it remains
puzzling that women’s rights violations
persist. Moreover, headlines in the press
and articles on social media occasionally
highlight harsh stories of harassment and
violence against girls in public places and
workplaces.

In exploring the issues of gender policy
in Central Asian countries, we decided
to examine the availability of normative
legal acts in these countries, as shown in
Table 2.

December 29, 2005, No. 1677.

CAR
1. Decree of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan on the National
Commission on Family Affairs and Gender Policy under the President of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, dated February 1, 2006, No. 56.
2. Strategy for Gender Equality in the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2006-2016.
Kazakhstan Approved by the Decree of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, dated

3. Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated July 1, 1998, No. 220-1 On State
Guarantees of Equal Rights and Equal Opportunities for Men and Women.

4. Kazakhstan 2030 Strategy adopted by the Decree of the President of the
Republic of Kazakhstan on May 4, 1998.
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5. National Plan for Gender Equality for 2006-2016, approved by the Decree of
the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan on January 16, 2006.

6. Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated November 30, 2012, No. 34-V
ZRK on Amendments and Additions to Some Legislative Acts of the Republic
of Kazakhstan on Guarantees of Women’s Rights and Gender Equality.

7. Strategy for Gender Equality in the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2016-2020,
approved by the Resolution of the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan
on February 18, 2016.

Uzbekistan

1. The Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Additional
Measures to Support the Actions of the Women's Committee of Uzbekistan was
issued on May 25, 2004.

2. National mechanisms for promoting gender equality and enhancing the role
of women have been improving since 1995. By the Decree of the President

of the Republic of Uzbekistan dated March 2, 1995, on Measures to Increase
the Role of Women in the State and Public Construction of the Republic

of Uzbekistan, a new position of deputy prime minister overseeing family,
motherhood, and childhood social protection issues was introduced. Similar
roles were established in all regional government structures.

3. Action Strategy of Uzbekistan for 2017-2021 and UN Sustainable
Development Goals until 2030 (2017). United Nations, Tashkent, Uzbekistan.
4. Presidential Decree No. 4235 of March 7, 2019, on Measures to Further
Strengthen Labor Rights Guarantees and Support Women’s Entrepreneurship.”

Tajikistan

1. By the Government Resolution of the Republic of Tajikistan dated May
29,2010, No. 269, the National Strategy for Activating Women's Roles in the
Republic of Tajikistan for 2011-2020 was approved.

2. On March 1, 2005, the Law on State Guarantees of Equality of Men and
Women and Equal Opportunities for Their Implementation was adopted. It
proclaims state guarantees to ensure equal opportunities for men and women in
public service, socio-economic spheres, exercising electoral rights, etc.

3. The President of the country issued the Decree on Enhancing the Role

of Women in Society on December 3, 1999. The decree aims to expand
women’s representation in leadership positions of state bodies. The

country’s government, state authorities, and management began appointing
women, based on their competence, professional and business qualities,

to the management of ministries, state committees, agencies, state-owned
enterprises, institutions and organizations, higher educational institutions,
country’s government, state authorities, and management began appointing
women, based on their competence, professional and business qualities,

to the management of ministries, state committees, agencies, state-owned
enterprises, institutions and organizations, higher educational institutions, and
other educational establishments, as well as appointing experienced, competent
women-specialists to positions of one of the deputy heads.

4. By the Law of the Republic of Tajikistan on Amendments to the Family
Code of the Republic of Tajikistan dated July 21, 2010, No. 613, the marriage
age was increased from 17 to 18 years. Raising the marriage age aims to ensure
girls’ rights to education and prepare them for independent life.
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http://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=6QkG1d%2FPP
RiCAghKb7yhsqWCI9Lj7ub%2FHr] V{1 GxZMHFUaPKd6QbFQ5ZhuzDqzvl

KJGCKQuGvBFjgyit10Y SVsFw60b9xaedHsa32uQYp2ng9trItOEupOVIrVGx
hhJpthEdnPZ4wFgpnH{S59SUwgA%3D%3D

Kyrgyzstan

1. THE NATIONAL STRATEGY of the Kyrgyz Republic for Achieving Gender
Equality by 2030. http://cbd.minjust.gov.kg/act/view/ru-ru/159472

2. Resolution of the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic dated November 19,
2018, No. 537 on Amendments to the Resolution of the Government of the
Kyrgyz Republic on the National Strategy of the Kyrgyz Republic for Achieving
Gender Equality by 2020 and the National Action Plan for Achieving Gender
Equality in the Kyrgyz Republic dated June 27, 2012, No. 443.

3. Decree of the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic dated December 31, 2013,
No. 527-r (On an interdepartmental commission to assess the effectiveness of
legal norms providing for responsibility for violence against women).

4. Resolution of the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic dated December
31,2012, No. 872 on the Fourth Periodic Report of the Kyrgyz Republic on
implementing the norms of the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women.

5. THE NATIONAL STRATEGY of the Kyrgyz Republic for Achieving Gender
Equality by 2020, according to the Resolution of Government for the Kyrgyz
Republic dated June 27, 2012, No. 443.

6. Since 2020, the Jogorku Kenesh (Supreme Council) has amended the
Criminal Procedure Code, alimony law, and guaranteed legal assistance

law, supported by the UN-EU Initiative, Beacon of Light. Amendments to

the Labor Code, Code of Administrative Offenses, and Criminal Code to
combat workplace sexual harassment have also been developed. Projects on
Amendments to Some Legislative Acts of the Kyrgyz Republic in the Field

of Ensuring and Protecting Against Domestic, Sexual, and Gender-based
Violence, on Amendments to the Law of the Kyrgyz Republic, on State
Guarantees of Equal Rights and Equal Opportunities for Men and Women, and
a draft law combating discrimination are expected to be considered soon.

Turkmenistan

1. Law of Turkmenistan dated August 18, 2015, No. 264-V on State Guarantees
for Ensuring Equal Rights and Equal Opportunities for Women and Men (with
amendments and additions as of December 10, 2017).

2. The Constitution of Turkmenistan (new edition) dated September 14, 2016.
Article 29: A man and a woman in Turkmenistan have equal rights, freedoms,
and opportunities for their implementation. Violation of equality based on
gender entails responsibility established by law.
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2022-12/Report%20
NAP%20gender%20PDF.pdf

Conclusion based on the table: the highest number of laws related to gender policy
is in the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Republic of Kyrgyzstan, while Turkmenistan
shows the lowest number.
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Several  standard  features can
be  highlighted @ when  assessing
the gender policy of Kazakhstan,

Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and
Turkmenistan. Firstly, all countries have
joined international legal mechanisms
for gender equality. Consequently, at
least at a declarative level, there is a
common understanding of the need to
expand women's rights and opportunities:
specifically, the elimination of their
discrimination in the country's political
and social life and ensuring their right to
participate in policy formulation and hold
top positions, as well as work at all levels
of government. Secondly, most reviewed
countries have adopted and begun to
implement national strategies to observe
women's rights and interests, particularly
in the political sphere, and to some extent,
are refining legislation. However, based
on the example of the gender development
strategy in Kazakhstan, we have noted a
trend of moving away from designating
gender policy as an independent direction,
resulting in the focus shifting from
overcoming gender gaps to addressing a
broader set of social policy tasks. Thirdly,
all Central Asian countries acknowledge
the significant role of gender statistics and
publish statistical reports on the status of
women.

Several standard  features can
be  highlighted @ when  assessing
the gender policy of Kazakhstan,

Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and
Turkmenistan. Firstly, all countries have
joined international legal mechanisms
for gender equality. Consequently, at
least at a declarative level, there is a
common understanding of the need to
expand women's rights and opportunities:
specifically, the elimination of their
discrimination in the country's political
and social life and ensuring their right to
participate in policy formulation and hold

52

top positions, as well as work at all levels
of government. Secondly, most reviewed
countries have adopted and begun to
implement national strategies to observe
women's rights and interests, particularly
in the political sphere, and to some extent,
are refining legislation. However, based
on the example of the gender development
strategy in Kazakhstan, we have noted a
trend of moving away from designating
gender policy as an independent direction,
resulting in the focus shifting from
overcoming gender gaps to addressing a
broader set of social policy tasks. Thirdly,
all Central Asian countries acknowledge
the significant role of gender statistics and
publish statistical reports on the status of
women.

Nevertheless, none provides data on
all significant indicators included in the
SystemofGlobal Sustainable Development
Goal Indicators and the set of gender
indicators of the Statistical Commission
of ECOSOC. This complicates the
cross-country comparison of women's
political participation. The absence of
official statistical data is considered an
attempt to present statistics about their
country in a more favorable light than it
actually is. Progress in collecting gender-
disaggregated statistics that meet the
criteria of availability, openness, and
completeness is observed in Kazakhstan.
Enhancing the representativeness of data
will facilitate the development of practical
measures to eliminate gender inequality in
political life. Fourthly, despite individual
attempts, the mechanism of gender
budgeting has not yet gained widespread
use, which could indirectly impact the
expansion of women's opportunities in
politics. Fifthly, as a characteristic policy
instrument of the post-Soviet space,
gender quotas should be noted. Two
countries — Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan
— have introduced gender quotas in
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electoral lists. Nevertheless, considering
the complexities in implementing this
measure (mainly the existence of legal
ways to bypass quotas), it is challenging
to assess the effectiveness of this tool [32].

Conclusion

The current state of gender equality in
the Middle East remains unstable. There
is still a gender gap in all spheres of public
activity, with discrimination based on
gender and violence against fundamental
rights and freedoms of minorities.

Following the analysis of content data
from electronic resources, it has been
found that today, in the Middle East, the
gender issue is viewed in the context of
social contradictions, conditioned by the
continuing influence of religious and
cultural values. Additionally, gender
stereotypes and perceptions concerning
the role of women in social institutions
continue to have a pervasive impact on
the development of the gender situation
in the region.

Therefore, it is necessary to resolve
the identified problems through the
modernization and development of
society, eradication of gender stereotypes,
and reducing the influence of religion
and cultural values. Furthermore, the
modification of the fundamental principles
of gender policy in most countries of the
region, with the aim of a comprehensive
analysis of the gender situation in the
Middle East, holds particular importance.
One of the fundamental solutions in
addressing gender problems is increasing
the representation of women in the
political and economic spheres, as well
as the adoption of legal norms capable
of protecting fundamental rights and
meeting the basic needs of the female
population. It is necessary to bridge the
gender pay gap by providing economic
freedom to women and creating new

Central Asia's

FAIRS

QUARTERLY ANALYTICAL REVIEW 4(92)/2023

jobs that correspond to the demand for
potential employees. Additionally, there
is a need to review the Criminal Code
and strengthen penalties for domestic
violence, physical and sexual harassment,
and ultimately eliminate practices related
to “crimes of honor” and illegal operations
that violate the rights of women and girls.

A distinctive feature in attempts to
address the problem of gender inequality
is the activity of international non-
governmental women’s organizations,
which also advocate for women’s
rights and solutions to the problem of
discrimination against women in social,
economic, educational, and other spheres
of life. However, despite the existing
laws, organizations, and projects fighting
for equal rights, the issue of gender
inequality in the Middle East remains
largely unresolved.

Thus, the current state of gender
equality in the Middle East can be
assessed as unstable due to the identified
contradictions and low gender equality
index indicators.

An overview analysis of the gender
situation in the Central Asian Republics
shows that in comparison to the Middle
East, “traditional” discriminations, such
as the prohibition of girls’ education,
refusal to employ women, unequal
pay to men and women, etc., are not
as pronounced. Women participate in
society, study equally with men, get
jobs, and are not discriminated against in
wages. However, if we consider the issue
of gender inequality within any specific
CAR country, significant differences
can be observed. Mainly, a trend of
increased oppression of women’s rights
has been manifested in recent years in
Turkmenistan. Women are prohibited
from undergoing cosmetic procedures,
using makeup, driving cars, sitting in the
front seat of a vehicle, and more. In other
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words, the “freedom” of women in terms
of rights is curtailed by existing laws of
Turkmenistan, which are being reinforced
by societal perceptions of the role and
position of women in society. Such facts,
along with the increased violence overall
in all CAR countries during and after the

COVID-19 pandemic, also indicate the
necessity to revise the legislation of some
countries concerning women’s rights
since the non-observance of women’s
rights can be considered a violation of
human rights.
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