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Abstract. The article explores the prospects for the development of regional
connectivity between Central and South Asian countries, analyzing the initiatives
and projects being implemented in the spheres of energy and transit-transport
cooperation. Special attention is paid to understanding the direction in which the
regional connectivity between Central and South Asian countries will develop in the
foreseeable future.

The idea of developing regional connectivity is something familiar to the two
regions. Historically, the states and peoples of Central and South Asia had extensive
trade ties, being an essential part of the Silk Road that connected the East with the
West. In the Middle Ages, one of the pilgrimage routes from Central Asia to Hejaz
passed through Afghanistan and South Asia, and there were active migration flows
and cultural exchanges between the peoples of the two regions.

Today, the primary condition for reuniting Central and South Asia is establishing
long-term peace and stability in Afghanistan. The situation in Afghanistan, which
serves as a bridge between the two mentioned regions, directly affects the security
of neighboring countries and can change the course of global politics in this part of
Asia towards a positive trend.
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infrastructure projects, Central Asia, South Asia, Afghanistan.

1 assanbayev_m@kisi.kz

Central Asia's

FAIRS

QUARTERLY ANALYTICAL REVIEW 4(92)/2023 2 9




OPTAJIBIK KOHE OHTYCTIK A3US EJJIEPI APACHBIHIIATBI
AMMAKAPAJBIK BAMJAHBICTBI JAMBITY

Myxut AcanbaeB

Anjaarna. byn 3eprrey kymbichinga Opranbik skoHe OHTYCTIK A3us enuepi
apachIHIaFbl allMaKapaIbIK OalIAHBICTHIH IaMy TIEPCIIEKTUBAIAPHI KAPACTHIPBLIHIII,
OJIAp/ABIH apachIHAAFbl SHEPIeTHKA JYKOHE TPAH3UTTIK-KOMIKTIK BIHTHIMAKTACTHIK
cajajapblHJIa Yy3ere achIPBUIBIN JKaTKaH OacTtaMaiap MeH jkobajap TaJjaHa-
ne1. JXKymeicta OpTtansik skoHe OHTYCTIK A3Hs enepl apachlHIarbl ailMaKapalbIK
OallIaHBICBIHBIH JKaKbIH OoJaliakTa JaMUTBIH OaFbITTapblHA €PEKIe KOHLI
OeIHTeH.

AWMaKTBIK OalJIaHBICTBI JAMBITY MJACICHI €Ki alMaK YIINiH JKaHAJbIK eMec.
Optanbik xxoHe OHTYCTIK A3us MeMJIEKeTTEPl MeH XaiabIKTaphl LLIbFbIc IeH baThi-
CThI OalJIaHBICTHIPATHIH JKi0eK KOJBIHBIH MaHBI3AbI OYBIHBI 00JIa OTHIPHIT, TAPUXU
TYPFBIJIaH K€H ayKbIMJbI cay/ia KaTblHACTaphIHA Ue OoaraH eai. Opra Faceipiapiaa
Opranblk A3usigaHn XuJKasra 3UspaT eTyuriepAiH Oip kojibl AyFaHCTaH MEH
OHTYCTIK A3US apKbLIbI OTIMN, €K1 aiMaKThIH XaJIBIKTaphl apachIHaa O€JICeH 11 KO-
KOH aFbIHIaphl MCH MOJICHH aJIMacyJiap OPbIH allfaH ei.

byrinri tanma Optanbik xoHe OHTYCTIK A3USHBI OIpIKTIpYIIH OacThl map-
Thl AyFaHCTaHJa Y3aK Mep3iMi OeHOITHIUIIK TMeH TYPaKTBUIBIKTBI OpHATy 00-
Jeim TabbuTabl. OChl €K1 aifMaKTBhIH OAChIH KOCAThIH AyFaHCTaHIAFbl KaFIaiIbIH
TYpPaKTAIYybl KOPIIJIEC eINACPAIH KayINCi3airine TiKeJIeH ocep eTil FaHa KohWMaii,
COHJIai-aK A3USTHBIH OCBI O6J1iriHIer1 >kahaHAbIK casicaT 0aFbITBIHBIH OH JUHAMUKAFa
e3repyiHe YJIeCiH Koca ajiaJibl.

Tyiiin ce30ep: atimaxapanvlk OQUIAHBIC, IHEPEMUKANBIK HCIHE MPAHIUNMMIK-
KONIIKMIK bIHMbIMAKMACMbIK, UH@DPAKYPLLILIMObIK dicodanap, Opmanvix A3us,
Onmycmik Azus, Ayzancman

PA3BUTHUE PETMOHAJIBHOM B3AUMOCBSI3AHHOCTHU CTPAH
HEHTPAJIBHOU U IO KHOU AU U

Myxut AcanbaeB

AHHOTanus. B 1anHoii ncciaenoBaTeIbCKoM paboTe pacCMOTPEHBI IEPCTIEKTUBbI
pa3BUTHUSl PETUOHAIBHOM B3aMMOCBSI3aHHOCTH cTpaH LlenTpanbHoit u HOxHOM
A3uu, NpoaHaIU3UPOBAHbI PEATU3yeMble MEXAY HUMH MHULIMATUBBI U IPOEKTHI B
cdepax PHEPreTHYecKoro U TPaH3UTHO-TPAHCIIOPTHOrO coTpyaHuyecTBa. Ocoboe
BHUMaHUE B paboTe yJIeJIeHO MOHMMAHMUIO TOTO, B KaKMX HalpaBJieHUsAX OyneT
pa3BUBaTbCA PErvMOHaJIbHAs B3aMMOCBSI3aHHOCTh cTpaH LlenTpanbHoil u HOxHOMU
A3zuu B 0003pruMOil IEpCIIEKTUBE.

WNnesa pa3BUTUS PETHOHAIBHOW B3aUMOCBA3aHHOCTH HE SBISETCA YEM-TO

3 0 Central Asia’s

FAIRS

QUARTERLY ANALYTICAL REVIEW 4 (92)/2023




HOBBIM Il IBYX peruoHoB. [ocymapctBa u Hapoabl llenTpansHoii n FOxHOU
A3UM UCTOPUYECKU UMENIN OOLIUPHBIE TOPTOBBIC CBSI3U, OyIyUYd BaXXHBIM 3BEHOM
[ITenkoBoro myTH, cBA3bIBaBILEr0 BocTok ¢ 3anaiom. B cpenHue Beka ouH U3 myTen
naJoMHUKOB U3 LlenTpanbHoil A3um B Xuaxka3 mposieran yepe3 AdraHuctan u
HOxny10 A3uro, a MeX 1y HApOlaMH ABYX PETHOHOB I1IJIM AKTUBHBIE MUTPALlUOHHBIE
HNOTOKHU U KYJIBTYPHBIA B3aUMOOOMEH.

CerongHsi rinaBHBIM yclioBUEM BoccoenuHenus LlentpanbHoil u FOxHON A3um
ABJISICTCSI YCTAHOBJICHHUE JIOJITOCPOYHOTO MHUpa M CTAOMIBHOCTH B AQraHucTaHe.
Curyanus B A¢raHucTaHe, SBISIOLUIETOCS MOCTOM MEXAY JABYMS yKa3aHHBIMHU
pEruoHaMM, HENOCPEACTBEHHbIM 00pa3oM BIMSET Ha O€30MaCHOCTh COCEIHMX
CTpaH U MOXET U3MEHUTD X0/l INI00aTbHON MOJIUTHUKHU B 3TOM YacTH A3UHU B CTOPOHY

IMO3UTUBHON TUHAMHUKH.

Knwuesvie cnoea: pecuonanvHas 63auUMOCBA3AHHOCMb, IHepeemuyeckoe U
MPAH3UMHO-MPAHCNOPMHOE COMPYOHUYECMBO, UHDPACMPYKMYPHbIE NPOEKMbl,
Llenmpanvnas Azus, IOxcnasn Azus, Ageanucmat.

Introduction

The prospects for developing regional
connectivity between Central and South
Asian countries are closely related to
the security and long-term stability
in Afghanistan. However, no external
actors or efforts can ensure stability in
this country. It depends exclusively on the
Afghan authorities and their willingness
in stabilizing the situation by building a
genuinely inclusive society and political
structure. Only when Afghanistan steers
towards sustainable development will the
country have the opportunity to become
an integral player in trade, transit, and
interregional economic cooperation,
serving as a convergence point in linking
the economies of Central and South Asia.

Notably, global powers offer various
initiatives to the Central Asian countries
aimed at economic convergence with
South Asian countries. While the United
States has recently unsuccessfully
attempted to promote the idea of creating
shared transit and trade infrastructure
for Central Asia, taking into account the
concept of transforming Afghanistan,
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China is now reasonably successful in
promoting the Belt and Road initiative.
China promises economic stability by
integrating the tworegions’ infrastructure
within the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor. Regarding Russia, it aspires
to dominate the states of Central Asia
economically by creating an economic
convergence zone in cooperation between
the Eurasian Economic Union and other
regions, including South Asia.

All these trends indicate that today, the
establishment of regional connectivity
between Central and South Asia has
become one of the vectors of global
policy development. Considering the
new realities in Afghanistan, achieving
regional connectivity involving
Afghanistan is a guarantee for ensuring
regional stability in Central and South
Asia.

Meanwhile, years of instability and
civil war in Afghanistan have separated
the countries of Central Asia from South
Asia. According to recent World Bank
estimates, current trade between Central
and South Asia remains low. Trade
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between the two regions ranges from
0.2% to 4% of the total trade volume.
Moreover, less than 5% of the total trade
volume in Central Asia occurs within the
region, while in South Asia, this figure
only reaches 1.5% [1].

Nevertheless, several  significant
external initiatives can ensure transport
and energy connectivity between Central
and South Asia. Among them, there are
several major infrastructure and energy
projects, such as the construction of the
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-
India gas pipeline (TAPI), the Central
Asia-South Asia energy corridor (CASA
1000), and the Trans-Afghan Railway
between Mazar-i-Sharif - Kabul -
Peshawar.

It is important to note that connecting
Central and South Asia requires political
will and determination from respective
governments to ease travel restrictions,
visas,andtradebarriers. Italsonecessitates
cooperation between academic and
policy-oriented institutes. In this regard,
significant work has been accomplished
by the Faculty of Political Science and
Pakistan Studies at the University of
Punjab in collaboration with the Konrad
Adenauer Regional Programme in South
Asia — an international conference on
“South and Central Asia Re-Connected”
was held in Lahore on May 8-10, 2023,
attended by experts from Pakistan, the
United Kingdom, Germany, Turkey and
Central Asia. The conference extensively
examined measures to reconnect Central
and South Asia by developing trade,
commercial, cultural, educational, and
tourist connections.

Similarly, with the support of the
Konrad Adenauer Regional Programme
in South Asia, two more international
conferences were organized: one by
the Faculty of International Relations
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at the University of Karachi — “South
Asia and Regional Connectivity in the
2Ist  Century”, Karachi, November
21-22, 2023, and the other by the
School of Politics and International
Relations at Quaid-e-Azam University
— “Pakistan Afghanistan Geoeconomics

Opportunities and Geopolitical
Constraints”, Islamabad, November 24,
2023.

The discussions, conclusions and
recommendations of the above-
mentioned international conferences

have been used in the preparation of this
article, as one of the objectives of the
article was to bring it to stakeholders and
policymakers. This message is needed
to initiate practical steps to enhance the
links between Central and South Asia.

Research Methods and Results

The article utilized the theory of
economic integration, but economic
prospects are regarded as the ultimate
goal without linking them to the issue
of political unification. The article also
uses several principles of the economic
connectivity  theory, focusing on
exploring the specifics of the regions
under consideration, encompassing
both economic and political aspects.
In particular, employing the theory of
economic connectivity in this article
justifies the necessity of implementing
a policy aimed at connecting the
economies of Central and South Asia.
This task remains pertinent for Central
Asia, which needs more access to global
markets, with countries needing more
regional connectivity with other regions.
Similarly, this task holds significance for
South Asian markets, where the need
for access to raw materials increases
each year, and its resolution could aid in
addressing economic and political issues
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at national and international levels.

Atthe same time, it should be presumed
that there is no neat single operational
definition of connectivity that has been
widely adopted. Therefore, we set out
different approaches to definition in this
article, starting with historical approach
and a general definition, then breaking
this down into the key analytical
components of connectivity, and finally
identifying possible approaches, such as
systematic and comparative analysis to
measuring them inpractice. The historical
method aided in identifying the primary
directions of development regarding the
regional interconnectedness between
Central and South Asia. The systemic
and comparative research delineated
similarities and differences in the
development of Central and South Asian
countries and allowed to examine various
facts and trends reflected within them.

Interaction between Central and
South Asian countries in the energy
and transit-transport cooperation.

As Balassa states, political motives
may prompt the first step in economic
integration, but economic integration also
reacts on the political sphere. Similarly,
if the initial motives are economic, the
need for political unity can arise at a later
stage. And besides, taking advantage
of inter-regional trade potential also
necessitates a political decision-making
and acting on any multilateral political
issue contributes to an economic matter
[2]. In other words, regional connectivity
encompasses both economic and political
issues, wherein political willingness does
propagate economic gains as the ultimate
goals.

Paraphrasing Balassa, we must regard
the economic prosperity and political
stability in Central and South Asia, and
the re-establishment of Afghanistan as a
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natural bridge between these two regions
as political goals that would be served
by developing regional connectivity
between Central and South Asian states.
At the same time achieving the goal
of a clear definition of connectivity is
the more important because, without it,
no meaningful analysis of its impact on
transport and the economy of a particular
region or regions can be undertaken.
Fundamentally, connectivity relates to the
ability and ease with which destinations
may be reached from potential points of
origin and vice versa. It captures how they
are linked, both spatially and temporally.
The more destinations that can be
accessed, the greater the potential to
supply transport services between these
destinations—and the more frequent the
services to the destinations in question,
the greater the level of connectivity.
However, the value of connectivity is
affected by other characteristics, such as
the relative importance of the destinations
served and the cost of accessing them. It
is not straightforward to incorporate all
these factors into a single definition [3].
Taking into account the above-
mentioned it should be noted that there
is significant economic justification
for developing regional connectivity
between Central and South Asian
countries, which possess complementary
economic characteristics, wherein their
economies do not compete but rather
supplement each other. For instance,
improving ties with South Asia will
enhance access to international markets
for energy-rich Central Asia, which lacks
access to the sea. These connections will
provide energy-thirsty South Asia with
access to substantial natural resources
in Central Asia while also opening new
transit routes to the global market. It is
no coincidence that the list of currently
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implemented energy infrastructure
projects aimed at connecting the two
regions instills optimism. These include
the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-
India (TAPI) gas pipeline, with a capacity
of 33 billion cubic meters per year. This
pipeline is planned to run from the
Turkmen Galkynysh gas field through
Afghan cities Herat and Kandahar,
Pakistani cities Quetta and Multan, to
Fazilka in western India. Construction
started in the Turkmen section in
December 2015, and the Afghan section
was laid in February 2018. Organizations
such as the Asian Development Bank,
European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, Islamic Development
Bank, Saudi Development Fund, and
others have expressed intentions to
participate in financing TAPI. The
overall project cost is estimated at $8-10
billion [4].

Another significant project is the
construction of power transmission lines
along the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-
Pakistan route. According to Turkmen
experts, this project is expected to
be launched in approximately two
years. Currently, the Turkmen side has
completed the route’s power transmission
from the Mariy State Power Station to the
Watan Dam and from the Afghan city of
Mazar-i-Sharif to Kabul. The Afghan
side plans to finish the work on its section
within the next two years.

A notable initiative was the
commencement of the Central Asia-South
Asia Electricity Transmission Project or
CASA 1000, which will transport surplus
electricity from hydroelectric power
stations in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to
Afghanistan and Pakistan over 1270 km
[5].

Furthermore, Russia and Pakistan
are currently considering the project of
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a major gas pipeline called the Pakistan
Stream, envisioning the construction of
a pipeline with a capacity of 12.4 billion
cubic meters per year. This pipeline
will facilitate gas deliveries from the
southern LNG terminals in Pakistan to
the northern region, serving significant
industrial consumers [6].

Russia is considering three options as
sources of gas for the Pakistan Stream
project: 1. Gas supplies through Central
Asia from Russia to Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, and Pakistan;
2. Constructing a gas pipeline along
the shortened route of Iran-Pakistan,
for which Russia is prepared to extend
necessary supportand participation based
on existing swap agreements between
Russia and Iran; 3. The Russian side has
repeatedly noted Russia's participation in
the TAPI project as a politically attractive
alternative [7].

Considering that Iran and Russia
remain under long-term sanction pressure
from the USA, the most viable option in
the long term is the route for delivering
Russian gas through the Central Asian
gas pipeline system. Specific agreements
can be reached based on this option since
the US itself has been seeking to integrate
the economies of Central and South Asia
for many years.

The agreement signed in February
2021 between Uzbekistan, Afghanistan,
and Pakistan for the construction of
the Mazar-i-Sharif — Kabul — Peshawar
railway is of significant importance.
This transportation corridor, known as
the Trans-Afghan railway, spanning 573
km, aims to connect the EU, Russia, and
Central Asiancountries with Afghanistan,
Pakistan, India, and Southeast Asian
nations. Implementing this $5 billion
project will reduce transportation time
for goods, for instance, from Uzbekistan
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to Pakistan, from 30-35 days to 10-15
days. Cargo transportation via the new
railway can decrease transportation costs
between Central Asian countries and
Pakistan by 30-35% [8].

Additionally, Uzbekistan and
Afghanistan have recently agreed on the
reconstruction of the Afghan section of
the Hairaton — Naibabad — Mazar-i-Sharif
railway, which is expected to be carried
out by specialists from Uzbekiston
Temir Yullari presumably starting from
December 2023.

In turn, South Asia has strong interest
in the Central Asian countries since the
latter are rich with natural resources.
In particular, Central Asia’s oil and
gas resources are the closest and most
economical response to energy-deficient
South Asia. In addition, in the second
half of the twenty-first century, South
Asian countries will need assistance
from Tajikistan in accessing freshwater
resources, which account for 4 per cent
of the world’s hydropower resources and
53 per cent of Central Asian resources
[9].

It is no coincidence that the two
major South Asian countries, India and
Pakistan, have consistently pursued
policies aimed at connecting with the
Central Asian countries, but solely on the
basis of their interests.

For instance, geopolitics of transport
communications forces India to actively
promote with the countries of Central
Asia the use of the Iranian port of
Chabahar within the international
transport  corridor  «North-Southy,
whereas within the framework of the
SCO, India will promote its access to the
free trade agreement with the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU), with a view to
reaching a free trade agreement that will
directly link the Central Asian member
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states of the EAEU with India.
Meanwhile  the  China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC), which is
considered to be a flagship corridor under
Chinese “The Belt and Road Initiative”
[10], might be the foremost regional
integration initiative not only between
China and Pakistan, but with Central
Asian states as well. The point is that the
CPEC may provide a gateway for Pakistan
to enhance its trading relationships with
Central Asian states and Gwadar Port
will provide the means. Thus, CPEC may
benefit Pakistan in terms of transporting
the goods from Central Asia more easily
and gain competitiveness in regional and

global markets.
Enhancing Geopolitical and
Economic  Connectivity  between

Central and South Asia.

The convergence of these two regions
entails significant geopolitical and
economic advantages. Central Asia
is surrounded by Russia and China,
which dominate the region’s imports
and exports. Establishing overland
corridors through Afghanistan will
provide Central Asian countries access
to Iran in one direction and to Pakistan,
India, and the vast Indo-Pacific region
in another. It will also present Central
Asia with an alternative to its inefficient
and costly routes via China to access the
global market and reduce its isolation and
dependence on Russia and China.

In turn, regional connections will
help revitalize the Afghan economy by
integrating Afghanistan into the largest
regional market in India. Enhanced
infrastructure will allow countries to
trade a variety of goods via land routes,
which are more cost-effective than
existing air routes. The economic ties
arising from this new infrastructure will
also encourage collaboration between
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South and Central Asian countries with
Afghanistan, both in the public and
private sectors [11].

Pakistan will also benefit from
a peaceful Afghanistan. A direct
overland route to Central Asia through
Afghanistan will provide Pakistan with a
more efficient and convenient alternative
to its current routes via Iran or China.
Through this connection, Pakistan could
gain access to new product markets
and strengthen ties with Central Asian
countries. For instance, Pakistan could
establish sustainable export channels for
its agricultural produce to the Central
Asian countries.

Thus, it involves a geopolitical shift
in transport communications that will
significantly impact the logistics sector
of Central and South Asia and the
entire Eurasian continent. The changing
dynamics of global economic activity are
making a noticeable shift, with the center
of gravity moving towards Asia and the
Indo-Pacific region. These regions will
shape the development of the global
economy in the long term.

China, Pakistan, and India are the
most active players in this arena. Beijing
strongly promotes the creation of a
transport corridor from China to the
Pakistani port of Gwadar via the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC),
aiming to achieve several objectives
simultaneously: establish a shorter path
for its exports to the West, ensure a
reliable route for transporting Middle
Eastern hydrocarbons to China, and
facilitate the development of its western
territories.

China is actively involved in creating
a direct communication route from
Afghanistan to China. On November
29 of this year, China launched the
construction of the Wakhan Corridor
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in the Afghan Badakhshan province,
directly linking the two countries [12].
Shortly, China aims to revive projects in
the Mes Aynak Valley, which holds vast
copper reserves to the south of Kabul,
and oil drilling in northern Afghanistan
(under a 2008 agreement between the
then Afghan government and the Chinese
state-owned enterprise Metallurgical
Group Corporation, involving a $3 billion,
30-year concession that was suspended
due to security concerns). Consequently,
China has embarked on expanding
the CPEC by including Afghanistan,
formally initiated after Afghanistan’s
Minister of Commerce and Industry, Haji
Nuruddin Azizi, participated in the Belt
and Road Summit in Beijing in October
2023 [13].

Developing Gwadar Port and the
Karakoram Highway for Pakistan could
become a starting point for directing
its goods towards the Eurasian region.
The Karakoram Highway already holds
significant interregional importance. This
route's uniqueness lies in being one of
the shortest overland connections linking
South Asian countries to Kazakhstan
via China and Kyrgyzstan’s adjacent
territories. The primary destination is
Almaty, Kazakhstan's principal financial
and economic center. Today, this highway
has the capacity to support substantial
trade flows from Pakistani seaports in
the Indian Ocean to Kazakhstan and
other Central Asian countries. According
to the most optimistic estimates, the road
from Islamabad to Almaty via this route
typically takes 6-8 days, significantly
shorter than existing alternative routes.
Notably, the Karakoram Highway
bypasses Afghanistan, considerably
enhancing the safety and security of
cargo transportation and exchanges.

The Iranian port of Chabahar, not
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subject to US sanctions, could serve as
a convergence point for India. India’s
active involvement in this infrastructure
project would potentially grant it access
to natural resources and markets in
Afghanistan and Central Asia. It would
also supply goods to Eurasian markets
through the North-South route, including
its eastern branch through Kazakhstan’s
territory.

Overall, the new initiatives in regional
cooperation within the interaction of
South and Central Asian countries
represent a rational chance to shield
against external economic, political, and
ideological influences and competition.
Establishing a sustainable land corridor
for transit trade between South and
Central Asian countries and attracting
a substantial flow of international
transportation could potentially
create conditions for constructing and
expanding the Trans-Afghan railway
network. This network should provide
access to Pakistani seaports - Karachi,
Qasim, and Gwadar- and link the South
Asian railway system with the Central
Asian and Eurasian railway systems.
All this would contribute to reviving
Afghanistanas historical role as a bridge
connecting Europe and Asia via the
shortest overland route.

Conclusion

The development of  regional
connectivity between the economies of
Central and South Asia will be a lengthy
and intricate process, primarily dependent
on the ability of Afghan authorities to
ensure long-term peace and security in
Afghanistan and its neigh boring border
areas. To achieve this objective, Kabul
must take concrete steps towards building
an inclusive society within the country.

Establishing peace and political
stability in Afghanistan would signify
communication and connectivity stability
for Central and South Asian countries. It
would enable regional and international
institutions to fully engage in enhancing
and reconstructing Afghanistan’s transit
and transportation infrastructure to link
the economies of Central and South Asia.
Cross-border infrastructure projects and
growing relations between Central and
South Asian countries have the potential
to swiftly revitalize natural trade,
economic, and transit transport routes
between the two regions.

The primary challenge today lies in
translating the concept of connectivity
between Central and South Asian
countries into practical policies aimed
at achieving tangible short-term results.
First and foremost, the nations within
these two regions should implement
comprehensive measures to eliminate
both tariff and non-tariff trade barriers,
resulting in reduced transportation time
and significant cost reductions.
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