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Abstract. This article examines the potential and opportunities for the
development of the Arctic, international cooperation in this region between subarctic
and non-Arctic countries. First of all, the article considers transit opportunities of
Kazakhstan in the Arctic direction, the interests of non-Arctic China in the region, as
well as the prospects for cooperation between China, Russia and Kazakhstan in the
development of the Irtysh river system. As a result of directed efforts, Kazakhstan can
achieve the goals of diversifying the economy and developing logistics capabilities.
The paper briefly talks about the resource potential of the Arctic, the level of
development of river infrastructure along the Irtysh basin, as well as the cooperation
achieved between Kazakhstan and Russia, and also between Russia and China. Our
country should make maximum use of the transit potential of the Irtysh for access
to the port of Sabetta, and then to the Northern Sea Route. It should be noted that
investments in the implementation and development of the Irtysh corridor primarily
have a long-term perspective.

Keywords: Arctic, Kazakhstan, Russia, China, Irtysh, transit, shipping,
cooperation.

APKTHUKA KIOHE KA3AKCTAH YLIIH
KAHA TPAH3UT MYMKIHIIKTEPI

Aiinapxan /laybli0aeB

Angarna. bynm 3eprrey KyMBICHI ApPKTHKAaHbl JaMbITYIbIH QJieyeTi MeH
MYMKIHJIKTEpiH, OCBI alMaKTarbl CyOapKTHUKaJbIK JKOHE apKTUKAJbIK eMec
eNJIEp apachIHAArbl XalbIKapasblK BIHTHBIMAKTACTBHIKTHI 3epTTeiial. EH anapiMeH,
KazakcTaHHBIH apKTUKAJIBIK OaFbITTaFbl TPAH3UTTIK MYMKIHIIKTEpl, alMaKTarbl
apKTUKaIbIK emec KepiTaliiblH Myaaenepi, coHmaii-ak Eprtic e3eHl xkyleciH
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nambityfarbl Kpitail, Peceil sxone Kazakctan apachblHAarbl bIHTBIMAKTACTHIKTHIH
KeJIelIeri KapacThIpbliaabl. barbITTanFan Kym-KirepaiH HoTwkeciHae Kazakcrax
HKOHOMMKAHBI OpTapanTaHAbIPy >KOHE JIOIMCTUKAJIBIK MYMKIHIIKTEPAl JaMbITy
MakKcaTTapblHa KOJ JKeTKi3e anajpl. Makanaga ApPKTHKaHBIH PECypCTHIK QJeyeTl,
Epric Gaccelini OoiibIHIaFbl ©3¢H MH(PPAKYPBUIBIMBIHBIH JJaMy JEHIeill, COHaai-aK
Kazakcran men Peceii, connaii-ak Peceit men KpITail apachIHIaFbl KOJ JKETKI3UITCH
BIHTBIMAKTACTBIK TYypajibl KbICKama aiTeuiafel. Emimiz CabeTTa mopThiHA, ONaH
opi ConTycTik TEHI3 KOJbIHA MIBIFY YIIH EpTICTIH TpaH3UTTIK onieyeTiH OaphIHIIa
naijananybl kKepek. EprTic [omi3iH icke acklpy MEH JaMbITyFa CallbIHaThIH
MHBECTULIMSIIAP €H aJAbIMEH Y3aK MEp3iM/I1 MePCIEeKTUBAFa He.

Tyuin co3oep: Apxmuka, Kazaxcman, Peceu, Kvimau, Epmic, mpanuzum, xeme
KamublHACHL, bIHMbIMAKMACTbIK.

APKTHUKA U HOBBIE TPAH3UTHBIE BO3MOKHOCTH
IS KASAXCTAHA

Aiinapxan JlaybLi0aeB

AHHOTaumMs. B maHHOW wWccnemoBarenbCcKoll paboTe  paccMaTpHBaIOTCS
MOTEHIIMAl U BO3MOXXHOCTU PAa3BUTHSI APKTHUKH, MEXKIyHApPOIHON KOooIepanuu
B JIaHHOM pETMOHE MEXJy MPUAPKTHUYECKUMU W HEAPKTUYECKUMU CTpaHaMHU.
B nepByro ouepenb paccMarpuUBarOTCA TPAaH3UTHBIE BO3MOXKHOCTH Kazaxcrana
B ApPKTUYECKOM HAallpaBJIEHUH, MHTEpechl Heapkrhuueckoro Kurtas B peruone, a
TaKke TMEePCIeKTUBbI coTpyaHudecTBa Mexay Kutaem, Poccueit u Kazaxcranom
B 0 pa3BUTUIO MpTHIIICKOM pedyHOM cuctemMbl. B pesynbrare HanmpaBiICeHHBIX
yewnuit  Kazaxcran MokeT IOCTHYB LieJied MO JUBEpCU(PUKALMU 3KOHOMHKH H
pPa3BUTHS JIOTUCTUYECKUX BO3MOXKHOCTEH. B paboTe kpaTko pacckas3biBaeTcsi O
pecypcHOM TMOTeHIMale APKTUKH, YPOBHE DPa3BUTHUSI PEUHON HHPPACTPYKTYpHI
BH0Jb MpThIickoro 6acceitHa, a Takke O JOCTUTHYTOM COTPYIHUYECTBE MEXKIY
Kazaxcranom n Poccuei, a Taxxe mexnay Poccuent u Kuraem. Hama crpana nomxkaa
MaKCHUMaJbHO HCIOJb30BaTh TPAH3UTHBIM mMoTeHuuan Mprelma nus pocryma K
nopty Caberra, a manee k CeBepHOMY MOpCKOMY TyTH. HeoOXommMo OTMETHTB,
YTO MHBECTULIHH [0 PEAHU3AUUHA U PA3BUTHUIO VPTHILICKOrO KOpUIOpA B IMEPBYIO
ouepellb UMEET IOJATOCPOUHYIO IEPCIICKTUBY.

Knwueswvie cnosa: Apkmuxa, Kazaxcman, Poccus, Kumau, Upmouw, mpansum,
Cy00X00CmMB0, COMpPYOHUUECMEO.

Introduction trade and economic cooperation between

Until these days, the world community the states in this region is actively
did not attach much interest to the Arctic, developing, in this regard, the region is
but today this region is increasingly exposed to new challenges and threats.
involved in the process of globalizationof =~ Nowadays, it 1is impossible to
the world economy. Scientific, technical, accurately determine the amount of
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wealth that the Arctic shelf contains. But
that time has passed when there was an
extremely small amount of information
about the Arctic due to the inaccessibility
of its territories. The world community
has come to the conclusion that the
bottom of the Arctic Ocean contains
about 25% of the world's hydrocarbon
reserves, as well as rich deposits of gold,
platinum, diamonds, tin, nickel, lead and
manganese [1].

Research Methodology

The methodological basis of the
presented article includes an abstract-
logistic, generalization, analysis and
comparison, economic and statistical
research methods, and also a set of
classical approaches to the consideration
of international relations. The method
of systematic analysis was also used, in
particular, for the analysis of relations
and interdependence between the states.
In addition, the descriptive method was
used during the research.

Research Results

A study conducted by the US
Geological Survey in late 2008 is the most
objective assessment of the resources
of the Arctic floor. According to which
about 22% of the world's undiscovered
resources are hidden under the ice of the
Arctic: 90 billion barrels of oil (13% of
the world's undiscovered reserves); 1699
trillion cubic feet / 48.13 trillion cubic
meters of natural gas (30% of the world's
undiscovered reserves); 44 billion barrels
of gas condensate (20% of the world's
undiscovered reserves). It should be
noted that only 16% of the resources are
located on the land territory of the Arctic
states within the Arctic Circle, and the
main share of 84% is on the shelf of the
Arctic Ocean [2].

The subarctic states are fully aware
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that the resources of the Arctic Ocean are
the energy base for their future economic
development. Global competition for
Arctic resources is also intensifying due
to the gradual depletion of developed
energy resources, as well as the impact of
global warming on the Arctic ecosystem.

Worth noting that one of the main
factors that encourage countries to get
involved in the Arctic race is the transport
route that connects the Asian, European
and American continents. In general, this
transport corridor has an international
name - the Northern Sea Route (NSR).
Some divide it into 3 ways: the Northern
Sea Route itself is the shortest way from
Europe to America; Northern Sea Corridor
- from the Russian polar sector to the west;
Northwest Sea Passage - from Europe to
Asia along the northern coast of Canada.
The NSR is the unified national transport
communication of Russia in the Arctic,
which is still the shortest route from Asia
to Europe. The route from Murmansk
to Yokohama through the NSR is 5767
miles, while through the Suez Canal it is
12840 miles, i.e. twice as much. It is also
believed that using the NSR to transport
goods from Northeast Asia to Europe
saves about 40% of transportation costs
in comparison to using the Suez and
Panama Canals. Experts estimate that by
2040 due to global warming, a significant
part of the Arctic Ocean will be free of
ice, and by 2050 the NSR will be open
100 days a year instead of 20 days [3].

In addition to having a huge resource
potential, the Arctic occupies a large
territory that covers the entire Arctic
Ocean, as well as parts of the Pacific
and Atlantic, the outskirts of Eurasia and
North America, and also does not have a
clear legal status, which leads to a clash
of national interests in this region and the
generation of various kinds of rivalry.
Particular attention in this situation is
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attracted by countries that belong to
the type of non-Arctic states, whose
position is that the Arctic region should
be globalized, and interaction with the
Arctic (Russia, USA, Canada, Norway,
Denmark)andsubarctic (Finland, Sweden,
Iceland) states should be cooperative
and pragmatic. One of the largest non-
Arctic countries i1s China, which, in
cooperation with Russia, invests in
Arctic infrastructure, scientific research,
the development of hydrocarbon deposits
and the development of shipping routes.
As for the possibilities of Russia, it can
be noted that the Arctic potential of this
country is incomparable with the reserves
of hydrocarbons in the Arctic territories
of other subarctic countries. Today, about
1/5 of Russia's GDP and all-Russian
exports are produced in the Arctic region
of the country. Up to 75% of oil and up to
95% of gas is produced in the Far North
of Russia. According to various estimates,
Russia may have at its disposal about 2/3
of the entire hydrocarbon reserves of the
Arctic Ocean if it manages to prove all its
claims for the Arctic shelf [1].

In May 2015, China and Russia signed
a Joint Statement on Cooperation on the
Construction of Joint Eurasian Economic
Union and the Silk Road Projects. Within
the framework of cooperation between
the Belt and Road Initiative and the
EAEU, China recognizes cooperation on
the Ice Silk Road project as a growth pole
for pragmatic cooperation [4].

On January 26, 2018, the People's
Republic of China published a White
Paper on the country's Arctic policy. One
of the most pretentious provisions in the
document is that China is referred to there
as the “Near-Arctic state”, explaining
this by the fact that China is one of the
continental States that are closest to the
Arctic Circle. The PRC is interested in
making a contribution to creating a more
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advanced management regime for the
Arctic territories, making adjustments
to the global management of the Arctic,
ensuring the rights of stakeholders and
actors [5].

Thus, it must be observed that now
the Arctic Ocean is not so far from the
borders of China. The Irtysh River
originates in China, its waters flow into
the Arctic Ocean, and its mouth is located
near the seaport of Sabetta, which is a key
element of the transport infrastructure
of the Yamal LNG integrated natural
gas production, liquefaction and supply
project.

Speaking of the Irtysh basin and
the port of Sabetta, today it is also
strategically important for Kazakhstan to
use the Irtysh River to access the Arctic
route, the Northern Sea Route, which
opens up opportunities for the states of
the Central Asian region. Now one of the
most urgent tasks is to use the potential of
the river for the transportation of goods
by river transport between Russia and
Kazakhstan, as well as a possible exit to
China [6].

Geographically, this river system
connects our country withthe Arctic Ocean
and the Arctic in general. With a sufficient
level of development of the river and sea
infrastructure of the system, Kazakhstan
could avoid the endogenous trade tariff
by being landlocked. Such a prospect
would provide enormous opportunities
for the potential commercial, industrial
and broader economic development of
the Republic of Kazakhstan.

The expediency and benefit of the
Irtysh corridor for Kazakhstan was proved
back in 2016, when two major voyages to
deliver heavy equipment for the Pavlodar
petrochemical plant with reactor masses
of'527 and 550 tons were made from South
Korea along the Northern Sea Route. This
first NSR charter for Kazakhstan began
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in Ulsan, a major port located on the Sea
of Japan and near the shipbuilding center
of South Korea. The total length of the
route "Ulsan - Pavlodar" was about 14
thousand km, of which about 2 thousand
along the Ob and Irtysh [7].

The peculiarity and attractiveness of
this transport direction '"river-ocean"
is that for super-heavy oversized
installations and cargo, such as factory
equipment and various machines, there
is no possibility of transportation in sea
container cargo of the TEU standard [7].

The Irtysh basin has a little more than 1.7
thousand km of waterway from the border
with China to the border with Russia,
including a little more than 1 thousand km
in the East Kazakhstan and Abai regions,
and about 600 km in the Pavlodar region.
The Irtysh River is the main water artery
of Kazakhstan. The length of the Irtysh
River is more than 4 thousand km, and
together with the Ob - about 5,400 km.
The Irtysh originates on the border of
China and Mongolia, then flows into the
Ob at Khanty-Mansiysk [8].

The navigation season on the
transboundary section of the Irtysh
exceeds 6 months, which makes it
possible to increase the volume of cargo
transportation along the river. But there is
aneed to determine the actual dimensions
of the Irtysh path in different periods of
navigation.

The key to the access of the Irtysh
direction to the Arctic is the development
of the Yamal-Nenets region of Russia,
namely the port of Sabetta in the Gulf of
Ob, which gives access to the Kara Sea
and the Arctic Ocean. Such a transport
corridor should ultimately contribute
to the infrastructure and global market
shift that Kazakhstan needs to move
out of Eurasia to the sea. The port of
Sabetta was built to service the South
Tambeyskoye gas condensate field and
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to ship hydrocarbons from Yamal to East
Asia. Although the port was developed
primarily for the liquefaction of natural
gas and its export, multimodal container
cargo capacities are also being developed
here [9].

The efficiency of the transshipment port
at Sabetta suggests that for the Kazakh
economy and trade to go to the open sea,
it only needs to reach the port of Sabetta.
Regional Russian authorities in the West
Siberian Plain are already developing
inland waterways from the Yamal-
Nenets bridgehead. Integration with this
continental river transport system opens
up opportunities for our country to build
a viable and promising sea route [9].

Now river navigation between
Kazakhstan and Russia i1s developed
mainly in the Pavlodar-Omsk section.
Salt, crushed stone and sand and gravel
mixtures are transported along the river
for export, and timber and lumber are
imported for import. The annual volume
of cargo transportation along the Irtysh
is more than 150 thousand tons. In the
future, the development of the direction
of container transportation, oil and
agricultural cargo, the organization of
passenger and tourist water routes are
considered [10].

In recent years, due to a decrease in the
level of traffic and the economic crisis,
the volume of cargo handling in the ports
of the Irtysh has declined sharply. The
constant lack of allocated funds for the
restoration and renovation of the port
economy has led to the physical and
moral depreciation of fixed assets. In this
regard, the main task in river transport
should be the restoration of the transport
fleet and coastal infrastructure of the
Irtysh basin.

It should be noted that a bilateral legal
framework between Kazakhstan and
Russia already exists. The contractual
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base makes it easy to increase the volume
of river transportation between Semey,
Pavlodar and Omsk.

As for cooperation with China on the
development of this direction, Tolegen
Kulzhanov, deputy head of the Pavlodar
river port, noted that the prospects for
the operation of the Irtysh are great -
there are prospects for establishing cargo
transshipment  between  Kazakhstan
and China. On the part of Chinese
entrepreneurs, there is a high interest in
such projects [11].

In this regard, a new and additional
variable will be the role of China in the
region. The Ob-Irtysh river system may
eventually become a link and a bridge
that will connect the Arctic and the
Central Asian Silk Road. This requires
infrastructure  development and a
rethinking of the New Silk Road across
Eurasia as part of the One Belt One Road
initiative.

Results Discussion

BThus, for most of'its history, the export
and transit capabilities of Kazakhstan to
a certain extent depended on bilateral
Kazakh-Russian relations, investment
volumes, the level of development of
logistics and the geopolitical situation. All
this also applies to the current situation
of the Arctic direction. The desire of our
country in the Arctic direction depends on
such variables as Russia's investment in
the port of Sabetta and its transformation
into a logistics hub, the reliability of
the river route from Sabetta to Omsk,
Russian-Chinese  transit cooperation
along the Northern Sea Route.

If the direction Omsk - Sabetta
- the Northern Sea Route shows its
effectiveness in the transportation of
goods from East and Southeast Asia, then
the development of the route from Omsk
towards Pavlodar and Semey will only be
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a matter of time.

The possibilities of  container
transportation along the Irtysh direction
to the north can turn our republic into a
maritime state with access to the Arctic.
If it is possible to implement and develop
this corridor, then the markets of Asia
and Europe, as well as the entire World
Ocean, will open for Kazakhstan.

It should be noted that not only
Kazakhstan will benefit the most, but
Russia and China can also benefit by
developing merchant shipping and
economic ties with their neighbors. For
certain regions of the Russian Federation,
trading with us across transboundary
rivers may turn out to be more important
and profitable than with other regions
within their own country.

Conclusion

Thus, it must be recognized that the
Arctic shelf, like a huge basin, is an
undeniable source of unexplored energy
resources. In addition, the Arctic region
has significant transport and biological
potential. As a result, the development of
the Arctic and the implementation of an
effective economic policy in this region
become a potential opportunity and goal
for each of the subarctic and not only
states for further economic growth and
development. It should be emphasized
that it is vital for Kazakhstan, which does
not have access to the ocean, to diversify
its export, import and transit corridors,
integrating into the Russian-Chinese
partnership for the development of the
Arctic and the development of the NSR.
The Irtysh river system can become the
key to the NSR and the Arctic as a whole.
Kazakhstan needs to further explore and
develop new innovative and ambitious
logistics projects that meet national
interests, one of which may be the Irtysh
direction. The development of the Ob-
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Irtysh river system, the port of Sabetta
with its supply of liquefied natural gas
and the shipping routes of the Northern
Sea Route, which remain open all year
round, open up future prospects for
Kazakhstan's multimodal trade with the
EU and Asia. The implementation of the
Ob-Irtysh transit route will partly depend
on how quickly Russia continues to further
develop not only the port of Sabetta, but
also the associated river infrastructure that
will connect the Kazakh ports of Pavlodar

and Semey to the Russian river system.
It should be emphasized that the Irtysh
direction will not replace the existing
direction in the Ural-Caspian basin.
Today, cargo from ports on the Black Sea
to Kazakhstani ports is delivered in transit
through the Volga-Don Shipping Canal.
But for Kazakhstan, the diversification of
transit corridors and the development of
modes of transport are considered vital.
This approach will ensure progressive
development in the future.
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